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PARK'S TRAVELS. 



CHAP. I. 

i HE noblemen and gentlemen, (viz. the 
lEarl of Morra, Bishop of Landaff, Sir Josepli 
BankS/ with^ Andrew Stewart and Bryan Ed- 
wards, Esquires,) formed into a committee for 
the purpose of making discoveries in the in- 
terior parts of Africa, had long attempted to 
find a person of distinguished talents and 
sufficient fortitude to explore that vast conti- 
nent. Mr. Mungo Park, on his arrival from the 
East Indies, was made acquainted with the 
designs of the Society, and eagerly expressed 
his wish to be employed in the arduous and ha- 
zardous undertaking. His great desire to ex- 
plore a country which to Europeans is so little 
known,urged him on to make this proposal, and 
* belonged to be personally acquainted with the 
character of the natives, and their peculiar ' 
mod!e» of life. The dangers attendant on such 
a journey, w^ich would have appeared in- 
surmountabk to most other men, could not 



tepress tlje native energy of hiii mind, nor 
prevent him from his interesting design of 
making African geography more familiar to 
Britons, and discovering to them new worlds 
of opulence, and new channels of lucrative 
trade. The committee of the Association ac- 
cepted of his offer with great readiness ; and 
having undergone an examination, which did 
the greatest honour to his talents, he received 
the most ample encouragement for prosecuting 
a journey in which he so much delighted. The 
secretary (the late Henry Beauioy, Esq.) gave 
him a recommendation to Dr. Laidley, who 
belonged to an English factory on the banks 
of the Gambia, together with a letter of credit 
on him for £200. 

The instructions delivered to Mr. Park were, 
" To pass on to the river Niger, when arrived 
in Africa, either by the way of Bambouk, or by 
such other route as should be found hiok con- 
venient ; — that he should ascertain the course, 
and, if possible, the rise and termination of 
that river ; that he should use his utmost ex- 
ertions to visit the principal towns or cities in 
its neighbourhood, particularly Tombuctoo 
and Houssa, which from the report of the na- 
tives who visit the coast in order to trade with 
Europeans, are said to be situated far in the 
interior, and to be both flourishing and popu- 
lous ; and that he ^should return to Europe, 
either by the way of the Gambia, or by such 
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oUier route sy& ehould appear to him to be most 
advisable." Thus furnished with every neces- 
sary introduction, Mr. Park took his passage 
in the brig . Endeavour, Captain Richard 
Wyatt, a small vessel trading to* Gambia for 
bees* wax and ivory. The vessel sailed from 
Portsmouth, May 22, 1795. On the 4th of 
June, it was in view of the mountains over 
Mogadore, on the African coast ; and on the 
21st of the same month, after a pleasant voy- 
age of thirty days, it anchored at Jillifree, a 
town on the northern bank of the river Gambia, 
opposite to James's Island, where formerly the 
English had a small fort. 

The kingdom of Barra, in which the town 
of Jillifree is situated, produces plenty of the 
necessaries of life ; but the chief trade of the 
inhabitants is in salt, which they carry up the 
river in canoes a§ high as Barracoijda, and 
bring in return, Indian corn, cotton cloths, 
elephants' teeth, small quantities of gold dust, 
&c. The king of fiarra is more foxitiidable to 
Europeans than any other chieftain on the 
river; and he has established exorbitant duties, 
which traders of all nations are obliged to pay 
at entry, amounting nearly to £20 on every ves- 
sel, great and small. These duties are collected 
by the Alcaid or governor of Jillifree, who, on 
such occasions, is attended by a numerous 
train of fiervants, among whom are many, who, 
hf their infertccnifse with the En(flish, hav« 
A 4 
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a^quitttd a trifling knowledge of that lan- 
guage. - On the 23d, the vessel sailed from 
Jilliftree, and proceeded to Vintain, a town si*- 
tuated about two, miles up a creek, on the 
«outhern side of the river. This place is much 
resorted to by Europeans, on account of the 
vast quantities of bees' wax brought there for 
sale. The wax is collected in the woods by the 
Feloops, a wild and unsociable race of people. 
Their country, which is very extensive, abounds 
in rice ; and the natives supply the traders^ 
on the Gambia river with that article, as well 
as goats and poultry, on very reasonable terms. 
Their honey is used in making a strong liquor 
of an intoxicating nature, similar to mead in 
Great Britain, 

June the 26th>^Mr. Park left Vintain, and 
sailed up the river, which is deep and muddy ; 
the banks frequently covered with thickets of 
mangrove, and the wl^ole of the surrounding 
country flat and swampy. TheGambia abounds 
with fish, some species of which form excel- 
lent food, but are totally unknown in Europe. 
Sharks are found in great abundance, as are 
' alligators and the hippopotamus, or river horse. 
The latter might, with great propriety> be called 
the sea- elephant, being of an enormous bulk, 
and hia teeth furnishing good ivory. This ani- 
mal is equally fitted for living on land or in 
the water ; it has short and thick legs, and 
tloven hoofs ; it feeds on fish, grass, and such 
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shrubs as the banks of th« river a^rd, re- 
maining almost alvtays at the bottom of the 
water, and near the mouths of the great ri- 
vers, for the purpose of catching its prey. 

Six days after leaving Vintain, the vessel 
reached Jonkakonda, a place of considerable 
trade, where part of her lading was to be 
taken on board. Tlienext morning, the Euro- 
pean traders came from their different facto- 
ries to receive their letters, and learn the na- 
ture and amount of the cargo ; and the captain 
dispatched a messenger to Dr. Laidley, to 
inform him of Mr. Park's arrival. The Doctor 
arrived next morning, and having perused 
Mr. Beaufoy's letter, gave Mr. Park an invi- 
tation to his house. Being furnished with a 
horse and guide, Mr. Park set out from Jon- 
kakonda on the 5th of July, and arrived at 
Pisania, sixteen miles higher' up on the Gam- 
bia, wliere he was accommodated with apart- 
ments in the Doctor's house. Pisania is a 
8m all village, established by British subjects 
as a factory for trade, and solely inhabited 
by them and their black servants. The English 
gentlemen resident there, consisted of Dr. 
Laidley, and two gentlemen of the name of 
Ainsley, biit the domestics were numerous : 
they, however, enjoyed perfect, security, and 
werfe highly respected by the natives; and 
the greatest part of the trade in slaves, ivofy, 
and ffM, w^ in their hands. 
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Mr. Parkj thus Is^ded on the spot where 
liis j ourney was to commence, w as of too active 
a mind to remain idle. He was convinced that 
a man who seriously enters upon a rational 
pursuit, and endeavours to provide against all 
the difficulties he is likely to meet with, will 
very seldom fail of success in his undertak- 
ings ; and he therefore resolved, while an in- 
,mate at Dr. Laidley's, to learn the Mandingo 
tongue, a language in general use throughout 
this part of Africa. To collect information, 
also, of the country he was to visit, Mr. Park 
consulted a certain class of traders, called 
Slatees. These are free black merchants, who 
come, down from the interior countries, chiefly 
with enslaved negroes for sale. The Slatees, 
. however, so far from afFording^any information 
to Mr. Park, gave very contradictory accounts, 
and e^rnestl^ dissuaded him from prosecuting 
his journey. While thus occupying himself 
on those important subjects, which were the 
ultimate objects of Mr. Park s expedition, he 
unfortunaldy contracted an illness, by im- 
prudently exposing himself to the night dews. 
He was attacked with a violent fever, attended 
with delirium, which confined him to the 
house during great part of tl;ie month of Au- 
gust. His recovery was very slow, and still 
further retarded by an excursion which he 
fliade, loncer than usual, on a very sultry 
day ; the fever once more retutned, arid hi 



ed by Google 



12 

vras cou&aedduee iveeks longer. Hi^ soothing 
attention of Dr. Laidley ^cont^ibuted greatly 
to alleviate the pains of sickness ; his com- 
pany and conversation beguiled the tedioys 
hours, during that gloomy season, when the 
rain falls in torrents, yvhen sufibcaling heats 
oppress by day, and when, during the dark- 
ness of the night, nothing is heard but what 
is frightful ; the croaking of frogs, the shrill 
cry of the jackal, and the deep howlijigs of the 
hyaena ; u dismal concert, interruj ted only 
by suct^ tremendous thunder as cam ot possi- 
bly be conceive4 but by those who have 
heard it 

The country being an immense level, and 
generally covered with woods, piesents a 
gloomy .picture to the eye of the 1 raveller ; 
but though nothing picturesque or romantic 
is to be discovered, nature, with a liberal 
hand, has profusely scattered the more impor- 
tant blessings of feKility and abundance.- A 
iittk attention to cultivation, prod^uces a suf- 
ficiency of corn ; the fields afford a rich pas- 
turage for cattle, and the natives are plentifully 
supplied with excellent fish. The grain chiefly 
cultivated, are Indian com and rice : besides 
xvhich, the inhabitants in the vicinity <>f the 
towns and villages, have gardens which pro- 
duce onions, yams, ground-nuts, pomj ions, 
goiirds, water melotis, and other esculent 
plants. The^fourd, potnpion, and water n elon. 
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tx6 fruits 8omewh€it resembling the cucumber, 
in the pulpy flesh they contain, and their 
running growth, which is always trailing on 
the ground : the inside is sometimes boiled 
by the inhabitants, sometimes eaten raw, and 
is considered both refreshing and salutary. 
The rind of the first twQ is hard, and durable 
when dried, and .is made into cups, bottles, 
and other domestic vessels ; when thus made 
use of, they are called calabashes. The yams 
and ground nuts are used as we do potatoes. 

Near the towns, they cultivate, also, cotton 
and indigo plants ; the former of these articles 
produces a pod ab6ut the size of a nut, which 
contains the down so well known to us by the 
name of cotton, and supplies them with cloth- 
ing : with the blue liquor^ obtained by steep- 
' ing the leaves of the latter in water, they die 
their cloth aii excellent blue colour. In pre- 
paring corn for fpod, the natives use a large 
wooden mortar, iti which they bruiseJ the seed 
until it parts with the outer covering orVi:2sk, 
which is then separated from the com by ex- 
posinglt to the wind, nearly in the same man- 
ner as wheat is cleaned from chaff in England 
and Ireland. The corn is then returned to the 
mortar and beaten into meal, which is dressed 
variously in different countries ; but the most 
common preparation of it^ among the nations 
of the Gambia, is a sort of pticjiding, Which they 
cafl kouSkoua. 
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Their domestic animals are nearly the same 
as in Europe. Swine are found in the woods, 
but their flesh is held in no estimation. Poul- 
try of all kinds (turkeys excepted), are every 
where to be had. The Guinea fowl ,and red 
partridge abound in the fields, and the woods 
furnish a small specie^ of antelopes, of which 
the venison makes a most delicious repast. 
Of the wild animals in the Mandifigo country, 
the most common are the hyaena, the panther, 
and the elephant. The natives of this part of 
Africa have not acquired the art of taming this 
powerful and docile creature, and applying his 
strength and faculties to the service of man ; 
but they frequently destroy it by fire arms, or 
hunt it for the sake of its valuable teeth. These 
they sell to Europeans, and eat the flesh which,- 
is considered by thfem as a great delicacy. 
The common beast of burden in this country 
is the ass. Animals are never used in agricul- 
ture, and the plough is unknown. The chief 
implement of husbandry is the hoe, and the 
labbur is performed by slaves. 

In these parts of the world, the yeaf is Hot, 
as with us, divided into four seasons, but into 
two — the dry and rainy seasons. About the 
latter end of the month of July, the trains set 
in, and for three months continue to deluge 
the country. l)uring this time, all journeys 
are of necessity suspended, and even every 
kind of out-door businesis is interrupted ; the 
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rlf ers swell to a great height, and the inhabi- 
tants wait with cheerfulness the* return of dry 
*weather, having learned, by experience, that 
in this way. Providence fertilizes the soil, and 
causes it to produce, almost without cultiva- 
tion.' On the 6th of October, the waters of the 
Gambia were at their greatest height, being 
fifteen feet above high- water mark ; after 
which, Ihey began to subside, at first slowly, 
but afterwards very rapidly, sometimes sink- 
ing more than a foot in twenty- four hours. 
In the beginning of November, the river had 
sunk to its former level, and the tide ebbed 
and flowed as usual. When the river had 
fallen, and the atmosphere grew dry, Mr. 
Park began spj^edily to recover from his in- 
disposition, and arranged afi*airs for his de- 
parture. Dr. Laidley was at time employed in 
a trading voyage to Jonkakonda. Mr. Park 
dispatched a letter to him, soliciting him to 
procure the pKOtection of the first coffle (dr 
caravan) that might leave Gambia for the in- 
terior country ; and, in the mean time, to 
purchase him a horse and two asses. Soon 
after, the Doctor, returning to Pisania, in- 
formed him, that when the dry season com- 
menced, a caravan would certainly depart, 
but the exact time had not been fixed. Mr. 
Park, therefore, came to the resolution of 
ptoceeding on his journey without waiting 
for th0m.---The dry season had <l<5w «6m- 
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mex^ed, and he felt himself sufficiently re- 
covered to bear the fastigue ; his zeal had not 
in the least diminished at the nearer prospect 
of what was before him ^ on the contrary, he 
wasiiill of hope that his expedition would h^ 
succes'sful ; it was reserved for him, he trusted, 
to explore those countries where a European 
had never yet penetrated, and he looked with 
pious confidence to the Almighty, for protec- 
tion through the various dangers that awaited 
him. 
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CHAP. II. 



THE natives of the different countries adjoin- 
ing the river Gambia, may be divided into 
four distinct classes, the Feloops, the Jaloffs, 
the Foulahs, and Mandingoes. The Maho- 
metan religion has made, and still continues to 
make considerable progress, although the 
great body of the people still adhere to the 
religion of their -ancestors, and are styled by 
the Mahometans, for that reason, Kafirs, or 
infidels. » 

The Feloops are of a gloomy disposition, 
and are supposed never to forgive an injury : 
they are even said to transmit their quarrels 
to their posterity ; so that a son views it as 
incumbent upon him to revenge the real or 
supposed wrongs of his deceased father. This 
fierce and cruel temper is more deserving of 
our pity, because in other respects they are 
not destitute of some good qualities. They 
possess gratitude and affection to their bene- 
factors, and are singular in their fidelity, in 
every trust committed^ to them. 

During the late war, they have more than 
dnce taken up arms to defend our merchants' 
v^Bsels from French privateers ; and English 
pYOpettf to 'a considerable amount, has been 
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left at Vintaln, entirely under the c^e of the 
Feloops, who have manifested, on such occa- 
cions, the most scrupulous honour and punctu- 
ality. How greatly is it to be wished, that the 
minds of a people so determii^ed aiid faithful, 
should be softened and civilized by the mild 
and benevolent spirit of Christianity ! 

The Jaloffs are an active, powerful, and war- 
like people, inhabiting great part of the tract 
which lies betwen the river Senegal and the 
Mandingo States on the Gambia ; yet they dif- 
fer from Mandingocs, not only in language, 
bnt likewise in complexion and features. The 
noses of the Jaloffs are not so flat, nor the lips 
so large, as among the generality of Africans ; 
and, although their skin is of the deepest black, 
they are considered by the white traaers, as the 
handsomest negroes in this part of the conti- 
nent. They are divided into several dependent 
states or kingdoms, which are frequently at 
war with each other. In their manpers they 
have a great resemblance to the Mandingoes, 
but excel them in their manufactures. Their 
language is copious and significant. The 
Foulahs (such of them as reside near the 
Gambia), are chiefly of a taw^y complexion, 
with soft silky hair, and pleasing features. 
"They are much attached to a pastoral life, and 
have introduced themselvs into all the king* 
doms on the windward coast, as herdsmen and 
busbandmepr^pasyinga tribtrte to theiovcteign 
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of the country £61 the lands which they liokL 
The Mandingoes constitute the bulk of the 
inhabitants of most of the districts of the in- 
terior of Africa. Their lang\iage is universally 
understood aud very generally spoken. 

They are of a mild, sociable, and obliging 
disposition. The men are commonly above 
the middle size, well shaped, strong, and capa- 
ble of ^during ^reat labour ; the women are 
good natured, sprightly, and agreeable. The 
dress of both sexes is composed of cotton cloth 
of their own manufacture ; that of the men is 
a loose frock, riot unlike a surplice, with draw- 
ers, which reach half way dowji ^the legs ; 
they wear sandals on their feet, and white 
cotton caps on their heads. The women's 
dress consists of two pieces of cloth, each of 
which is about six feet lopg and three broad ; 
one of these they wrap round their waist, which, 
hanging down to the .ancles, answers the pur- 
pose of a petticoat ; the other is thrown negli- 
gently over the bosom and shoulders. The' 
head dress of the. African women varies in 
different countries. Near the Grambia, the fe- 
males wear a sort of bandage of a narrow stripe 
of cotton doth, wrapped many times round 
immediately over the forehead. In Bondou, 
the l^ead is encircled with strings of white 
beads, and a small plate of gold in the middle 
of the forehead i In Kassoh, the ladies orna- 
ment their heads in a very tasteful manner. 
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with white sea-»^lk. In Kaarta and Lu(k- 
mar, the women raise their hair to a great 
height, by the addition of a pad, (as the ladies 
did fonnely in Great Britain), which they 
decorate with a species of coral, brought frotn 
the Red Sea, by the pilgrims returning from 
Mecca, and sold at a^great price. 

In the construction of their dwellipg-houses, 
the Mandingoes also conform to the general 
practice of the African nations, on this part of 
the continent; contenting themselves with 
small 'and incommodious hovels. A circular 
mud wall, about four feet high, above which 
is placed a conical roof, composed of the 
bamboo cane, and thatched with grass, forms 
alike the palace of the king and the hovel of 
the slave. Their household ftirniture is equally 
simple ; a hurdle of canes placed upon upright 
stakes, about twp feet from the ground upon 
which is spread a mat or bullock's hide 
constitutes their bed; a water jar, some 
earthen pots for dressing food, a few wooden 
bowls and calabashes, or gourds, with one or 
two low stools, compose the rest of the furni- 
ture. The Africans practise polygamy, thatis^ 
they are allowed to marry more wives than 
one; we cannot, therefore, expect to find 
amongst them, that domestic happiness, which 
the married state produces in Europe ; the 
husband, from having so many wives, be» 
comes eqftally indifferent to them all, and 
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Iheur qnariieitf are so frequent aiid distressing, 
that -he isoblige4 to separate them, giving to 
each a hut for herself. All the huts belonging 
to the same family, are surrounded with a 
fence, constructed of bamboo canes, split and 
formed into a sort of wicker work. The whole 
inclosure is called ^ surk ; a number of these 
inclosures, with passages between them/ form 
what is called a town ; but the^huts are gene- 
ra lly placed without regularity, according to 
the caprice of the owner ; the only rule at- 
tended to is, placing the door towards the 
south west, in order to admit the ^ sea breeze. 
In each town is a large stage, called the Ban- 
tsag, which answers the purpose of a town- 
house; it is composed of interwoven canes, 
and is generally sheltered from the sun, by 
being erected in the shade of some large tree. 
It is here that public affairs are conducted, 
and trials held ; here, also, the lazy and in 
dolent meet to smoke their pipes, and hear the 
news of the day. Tn most of the towns, the 
Mahometans have a mosque, in which public 
worship is performed. These observations 
respecting the natives, apply chiefly to per- 
sons of free condition, who constitute not more 
than a fburth part of the inhabitants : the 
other three fourths are in a state of hereditary 
slatery, and are employed in cultivating the 
land, in the pare of cattle, and iii servile 
offices ci c^U kinds, much in the same manner 
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afi the slaves of the East Indies. TheM^ndingo 
master, cannot', however, deprive his slave of 
life, nor sell him to a stranger, without first 
calling a palavar on his conduct, or bringing 
him to a public trial. Captives taken in war, 
and those condemned to slavery for crimes or 
insolvency, have no security whatever, but 
may be treated and disposed of, in all respects 
as the owner thinks proper. It is not, indeed^i 
to be expected, that amongst people so bar- 
barous, any resemblance should be found to 
nations in a civilized state, btit it may not be 
amiss to state the milder spirit, which Chris- 
tianity and education have introduced into 
our own country : — When misfortune has dis- 
abled a man from paying his debts, and no 
fraud or dishonesty can be imputed to him, 
the. law obliges his creditor to release him 
' after* a short confinement, provided always, 
that he gives up whatever property he pos- 
sesses at the tiijie, and engages to satisfy all 
just demands against him, should his affairs 
afterwards become more prosperous. It some- 
times happens, when no ships are on the 
coast, that a humane and considerate master, 
incorporates his purchased slaves among his 
servants, and their offspring become entitled 
to all the privileges of nature. 

When Mr. Park visited Africa, the commo- 
dities exported to the Gambia, from Europe, 
consisted of fire-arms and ammunition, iron 



!25 



wares, spirituous liquors, tobacco, cotton capf , 
a small quantity of broad cloth, a few articles 
of the Manchester manufactures, a small as- 
isortment of India goods, with soi^ie glass 
beads, amber, and other trifles ; for which 
the merchant received in exchange, slaves, 
gold dust, ivory, be^s' wax, and hides. Slaves 
were the chief articles : but the whole number' 
which we're annually exported from the Gam- 
bia, by .all nations, was supposed to be under 
one thousand. Most ofthese wretched victims, 
were brought to the coast in caravans, many 
of them from very remote inland countries : 
on their arrival at the coast, they were distri- 
buted among the neighbouring villages, until 
•a slave ship arrived, or until they could be 
sold to black traders. In the mean time, the 
unfortunate slaves were kept constantly fet- 
tered, two anci two, being chained together, 
and employed in 'the labours of the field, 
scantily fed, and very harshly ti;eated. The 
price of a slave varied according to the num- 
ber of purchasers ; but in general, a young 
and healthy male, from sixteen to twenty- 
five years of age, was estimated on the spot, 
at from eighteen to twenty pounds.* 

♦ It is gratifying to be able to state, that Great Britain 
no longer engages in this odious traffic. Our merchants 
were among the first to consent, that it should be given 
up, though it is well known that they found it, inhuman 
as it was, a lucrative branch of commerce. — An^ on^ 
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The negro slave merchants, or Slatee«, be- 
side9 slaves and the merchandize they brings 
with them, supply the inhabitants with nativt 
iron, sweet-smelling gums, and frankincense, 
and a commodity called tree-butter, /fhis is 
an extract from the kernel of a nut,, which^has 
the consistence and appearance of butter : it 
forms an important article in the food of the 
ncttives, and is u«ed for every domestic ser- 
vice. The demand fot it is very great In 
payment of these articles, the maritime sta^e* 
supply the interior country with salt, a scarce 
and- Valuable commodity ; considerable quan- 
tities of which, are also supplied to the inland 
natives, by the Moors, who obtain It from the 
salt^pits, in the Great Desert, and receive in 
return, com, cotton-cloth, and slaves, tn this 
kind of exchange, the natives of the interior 
make use of small shells, called kowries. In 
their early intercourse with Europeans, the 
article that most attracted the tiotice of the 
natives, was iron; its utility in forming 

engaging in it within her jUrisdictioD) is punishable by law, 
with the seizure of his property, and transportation ; 
and our government has exerted its influence with such 
effect, that France, and several other kingdoms of Europe, 
no longer allow it to be carried on by their subjects. 
Under the good pjovidence pf God', this example of jus- 
tice to our fellow-creatures, will in ft few years be uni- 
versally followed, and the slave trade abolished, at least 
In all countries where Christianity prevails. 
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instruments of war and husbandry, made it 
preferable to all others, and iron soon became 

• the measure, by which the value of all other 
commodities was* to be ascertained. Thus, a 
certain quantity of goods, of whatever quality, 
constituted a bar of that particular merchan- 
dize. For instance, twenty leaves of tobacco 
were considered as a bar -of tobacco, and a 
gallon of spirits, as a bar of rum ; a bar of one 

• commodity, being reckoned equal in value to 
a bar of another ; but, at present, the current 
value of a single bar of any kind, is fixed by 
the whites, at two shillings sterling. This is 
no mean proof of their gradual progress 
towards refinement and civilization. It is ^. 
making money the medium of commerce, in- 
stead of carrying it on by exchanging one 
commodity for another, which must have been 
the original practice of all barbarous nations. 
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CHAP, ni: 



THE house of Dr. Laidley, in which Mr. Park 
was so hospitably entertained, was left by him 
on the 2nd of December, 1795,-when he set out 
from Pisania with a negro servant of the name 
of Johnson, acquainted both with the English 
and Mandingo languages, a^d a boy of Dr. 
Laidley's, called Demba, who had some know- 
ledge of the SerawooUi nation. Mr. Park had 
a horse for himself, and two asses for his ser- 
vant and interpreter. His portable baggage 

"* chiefly consisted o^pro visions for two days, a 
few beads, some amber, and a little tobacco ; 
some changes of linen, an umbrella, a magnetic 

• compass, by which he might direct his course, 
as sailors do at sea ; a pocket sextant, to en^ 
able him to ascertain at any time whereabouts 
he was ; a thermometer, which should inform 
him of the changes of warmth in the air ; two 
fowling pieces, two pair of pistols » and a few 
other articles of smaller importance. He was 
also acompanied by Madibou, a free native, 
travelling to the kingdom of Bambara, and two 
slave merchants of the SerawooUi nation, as far 
as their journey permitted them ; and likewise 
by one Tami, a native of Kasson, who had been 
employed by Dr. Laidley, for several years, as 
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a blacksmith, and being an industrious, apd 
careful man, had saved a considerable part of 
his earnings, and now was returning to his own 
country with the fruits of his labour ; and Dr. 
Laidley himself, together with Messrs. Ain- 
sleys, resolved to travel with him (Juring the 
first two days. They reached Jindey the same 
day, and rested at the house of a black woman, 
who was distinguished by the name of Senoria. 
In the evening Mr. Park visited an adjoining 
village belonging to aSlatee, the richest of all 
the Gambia traders ; he was so much pleased 
with this visit, that he presented him a fine bul- 
lock, which was. immediately killed, and part 
of it dressed the same evening. The negroes 
do not sit down to supper until late ; and while 
the e\ening repast was preparing, aMandingo 
:amused Mr.Tarlj and his company, by relating 
the following history.: 

" The inhabitants of Doomasana were milch 
annoyed by a lion, that came every night, and 
made considerable depredations among the 
cattle. To put a stop to the ravages of this fierce 
animal, a pafty resolved to go and hunt him ; 
they proceeded in seacdiof him, and found him 
cotioealed in a thicket, and, tiring upon him 
they levelled him with the ground, after spring- 
ing froni his place>of concealment. The animal, 
notwiliistandingii appeared* so ferocious that 
no one dar^d to attack him singly, and a 
conferenoewas held on the means of securincr 
b2 
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him alive. An old man proposed die following 
expedient,: — to take the thatdi from the roof of 
a house, and to carry the bamboo frame (the 
pieces of which are well secured together by 
thongs), and throw it over the lion. If on ap- 
proaching him, he should attempt to spring 
upon them, they had nothing to do but to let 
down the roof upon themselves, and fire at the 
lion through the rafters. This proposal was 
p,greed to ; the thatch was taken from the roof 
of a hut, and the lion hunters, supporting the 
fabric, marched courageously to meet the ani«- 
mal ; but the lion was so formidable in his ap- 
pearance, that they provided for their own 
safety by covering' themselves with the roof. 
Unfortunately the lion was too nimble for them, 
for while the roof was setting down, both the 
beast and his pursuers were secured in the same 
cage, and the lion devoured them at his leisure, 
to the great astonishment and mortification of 
the inhabitants of Doomasana ; hence, nothing 
can enrage an inhabitant of that town so much, 
as desiring him to catch a lion alive.'* 

On the 3d of December, Mr. Park took leave 
of Dr. Laidley and Messrs. Ainsleys, and rode 
slowly into flie woods. He had now before 
him a boundless forest, and a country the inha- 
bitants of which were strangers to civilized life 
and to most of whom a white man was an object 
of curiosity and plunder ; he had parted from 
his friends, whom, perhaps, hd was never to see 
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ugajn/ and quitted the comforts of Cliribtiau 
^otdety. While he was thus reflecting on the 
danger of his situation, he was stopped by a 
body of people, who told him he must go witli 
them to Peckaba, to the kins of Walli, or pay 
custom to them. Mr. Park thought, it prudent 
to comply : and presenting them with four bars 
of tobacco for the king's use, he continued 
until he arrived at a village near Kootacunda. 
X)ecemberthe 4t{i,he passed this place,, the last 
town of Walli, and stopped to pay the accustom- 
ed duties; and on December the 5th, he reached 
Medina, the capital of the king of Woollies do- 
minions. This country is every where covered 
with large woods, and the towns are situated in 
the intermediate vallies. Each town is sur- 
rounded by a tract of cultivated land, the pro- 
duce of which is found sufficient to supply the 
wants of the inhabitants ; the chief productions 
are cotton, tob^icco, and vegetables. 

Travellers, on going from the Gambia to 
the interior, pay custom in European merchan- 
dize ; on returning, they pay in iron ; these 
taxes are paid in every town. Medina, the capi- 
tal of the kingdom, is a place of considerable 
extent, and may contsdn from eight hunderd to 
one thousand houses. It is fortified in the 
African manner, by a surrounding high wall, 
built of clay, and an outward fence of pointetl 
stakes an*;! prickly bushes ; but the walls an; 
neglected, and the fences hare essentially 
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suffered, from the active hands of busy house- 
wives, who pluck up the stakes for firewood. Miw 
Park obtained a lodging at one of the king's re- 
lations, who apprised him of the necessity of an 
introduction to his majesty, but warned him not 
to presume to shake hands with him. It was not 
usual to allow this liberty to strangers. Thus 
instructed, he went in the afternoon to pay his 
respects to the sovereign, and ask permission 
to pass through his territories to Bondou. The 
king' s name was Jatta. He was the safne vener- 
able old man of whom so favourable am account 
was transmitted by Major Houghton. He was 
seated upon a mat before the door of his hut ; 
a number of men and women were arranged 
on each side, who were singing and clapping 
their hands. Mr. Park saluted him respectfully, 
and informed hiim of the purport of his visit; 
the king graciously replied, that he not only 
gave him leave to pass through Eis country, 
but would offer up his prayers fbr his safety. 
On this, one of his attendants began to sing 
an Arabic song, at every pause of which, 
the king himself, and all the people present, 
struck their hands against their foreheads, and 
exclaimed with devout and affecting solemnity. 
Amen, Amen. The king told Mr. Park he should 
have a guide the day following, who would con- 
duct him out of the kingdom. December the 6th, 
Mri Park went to the lung, to learn if the guide 
was ready, and found bis majesty sitting upon 
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a bullock's hide, warming himself before a 
large fire ; his majesty entreated him to desist 
fromaJfntinuihg his expedition, telling him that 
Major Houghton had been killed in his route,^ 
and that if Mr. Park followed in his footsteps, 
he probably would meet with his fate. Mr. 
Park thanked the king for his affectionate so- 
licitude, but told him he was resolved to pro- 
ceed through all dangers ; the king shook his 
head, but desisted from further persuasions. 

About two o'clock, the guide appeared. Mr. 
Park then took leave of the good old monarch, 
and in three hours arrived at Konjour, a small 
village, where he remained that night. Here 
he purchased a fine sheep for a few beads, and 
his attendants having killed it, a part was 
dressed for supper. 

December the 1 1 th, Mr. Park arrived at Koo- 
j ar, the frontier town of Woolli. His guide,being 
obliged to return, received some amber for his 
trouble ; and, having been- informed there 
was some difficulty in procuring water in the 
wilderness, Mr. Park made enquiry for men 
to serve both as guides and water-carriers. 
Three negroes, elephant hunters, offered their 
services for that purpose, and were accepted, 
each being paid three days advance. The in- 
habitants of Koojar, beheld Mr. Park with 
great surprise, and in th^ evening, invited 
him to a wrestling match atBantang, or town- 
hall. This is an amusement common in all th<» 
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Mandingo countries. The spectators arranged 
themselves in a circle, leaving the intermediate 
space for the wrestlers, who were strong and 
active young men. Being stripped of their 
clothing, except a short pair of drawers, and 
having their skin anointed with oil, or tree^ 
butter, the coipbatants approached each other 
on all fours, parrying with, and occasionally 
extending a hand for some time, till at lengthj 
one of them sprang forward, and caught his 
rival by the knee. Great dexterity and judg- 
ment were now displayed j but the contest was 
decided by superior strength ; and few Euro- 
peans wojuld have been able to cope with the 
conqueror. During the wrestling, the ccwn- 
batants were animated by the music of a dfum, 
by which, in some measure, their actions 
were regulated. The wrestling was succeeded 
by a dance, in which many performers assisted, 
all of whom were provided with little bells, 
which^were fastened to their legs and arms^ 
The drum also regulated the dancing ; it was 
beaten with a crooked stick, which the drum- 
mer held in his right hand, occasionally using 
the left to deaden the sound, and thus vary 
the music. The drum is also applied on these 
occasions for the preservation of order among 
the spectators, by imitating the sound of cer- 
tain Mandingo sentences. For example, when 
the wrestling match is about to begin, the 
drummer strikes what is undeTstood to signify, 
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"Sit all down;* upon which the spectators 
immediately seat tnemsehres, and when the 
combatants^ are to begin, he strikes, 'Take 
hold ! take hold 4' In the course of the eve- 
ning, liquor was pi>csented by wray of refresh- 
ment, which tasted so much like English beer, 
as to induce Mr. park to inquire into its com- 
position. It is actually made from com which * 
has been malted, much in the same manner 
as barley is malted in Great Britain ; a root, 
yielding a grateful bitter, being used insteail 
of hops. On the 12th, one of the elephant 
hunters absconded with the money he had 
received ; in order to prevent the others from 
following his example, Mr. Park made them 
instantly fill their calabashes, or gourds, with 
water. This being completed, the company 
advanced with alacrity, as far as a large tree, 
Called by ^he natives, Neema Taba. It had 
a very singular appearance, being covered 
with innumerable rags or scrapsof cloth, which 
persons travelling across the wilderness had 
at different times tied to its branches, probably 
at first to inform th6 traveller that water was 
to be found near it, but the custom had been 
for a long time so generally followed, that no 
one ever passed it without hanging up some- 
thing. Mr. Park followed the example, and 
suspended a handsome piecO'^f cloth on one 
of the boughs ; aiid, being t6ld that a pool of 

water was at no great distance, he ordered. 

» 
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tiie negroes to unload tbe, as^es^ that they 
might have com, while On^.Q!*; the eteph&nt 
hunters. was dispatched'!^ find out the pool,, 
The pool was ^and>. bujti thfe:water of it was= 
thick and muddy ; and tlM|<^ n^ro discovered 
the remains of a fire, recently e3(tinguished 
near it/ and the fragments of provisions, which 
evinced it had been lately visited either by tra- 
vellers or banditti The fear of the latter obliged 
Mr. Park to change his resolution, on account of 
the timidity of his attendants, and proceed to 
another watering-place ; he departed accord- 
ingly, and at eight o'clock at night, arrived at 
the next watering-place; where a fire was 
kindled, and the company, surrounded by their 
cscttle, lay down on the bare ground, more than a 
gun-shot from any bush ; the negroes agreeing 
to keep watch by turns, to prevent surprise. 
As soon as day-light appeared, they filled 
their skins and calabashes, at the .pool, and 
set out for Tallika, the first town in Bondou, 
which Mr. Park reached on the 13th of De- 
cember. 

As far as he had hitherto proceeded, the 
natives had every where received him with 
kindness.' He h&d always found a hearty w«U 
come after the fatigues of the day, and though 
the African mode of living was at first im* 
pleasant, he fc|i:Q%d that custom soon reconciled 
nim to it, and'^endered every thii^ palatable 
and easy. 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



36 



CHAP. IV. 



THE principal inhabitants of TalUka are Fou- 
lahs, who are extremely opulent> which origi- 
nates from the sale of ivory, and from furnish- 
ing provision to the caravans. It is the. resi- 
dence of an officer belonging to the king of 
Bondou, whose business it is to give early 
intimation of the arrival of caravans, the tax 
paid by them being in proportion to the num- 
ber of asses which arrive loaded at Tallika> 
Mr. Park lodged at the house of this officer, 
and agreed to accompany him to Fatteconda, 
where his majesty resided. He set off from 
Tallika,on th^ 14th of December, and before he 
had proceeded above two miles on his journey, 
a desperate quarrel took place between, two of 
his fellow travellers, one of whom was the black- 
smith, during which they bestowed on each 
other, a number of scurrilous and insulting 
epithets. It is not unworthy of observation, that 
an African will much rather suffer himself to be 
struck, thaii endure a term of reproach to be 
thrown out against any of his ancestors. Kven 
the slaves make use .of this expression, which 
has passed into a proverb, ' Strike me, but do 
not curse my mother/ One of the disputants 
at length drew his cutlass, and was about to 
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exercise it upon the blacksmith, when Mr. 
Park ended the quarrel, by ordering the black- 
smith to be silent, -and insisting upon the 
other putting up his cutlass, threatening, if 
he drew it again, to treat him as a robber, and 
to shoot him without ceremony. They rested 
the same night at a place called Ganado, 
where an exchange of presents, and a good 
supper, terminated all differences ; and the 
night was far advanced before any of the 
company thought of retiring to sleep, being 
amused by an itinerant singing man, who 
told a number of diverting stories, and played 
some sweet airs, by blowing his breath upon 
a bowstring, and striking it at the same time 
with a stick. Next day, about a mile from 
Ganado, they crossed a considerable branch 
of the Gambia, called Neriko. The banks were 
steiep, and covered with the sensitive plant, 
which has the extraordinary property of 
shrinking from the touch of any Other body, 
and of drawing up its leaves even when slightly 
shaken ; and in the mud were a number of 
large muscles, but the natives do not eat them. 
About noon, the sun being exceedingly hot, 
they rested under the shade of a tree, and pur- ^ 
chased some milk and pounded com from 
some Foulah herdsmen, and at sunset reached 
a town called Koorkarany, where the abusive 
blacksmith had some relations. 
December 1 7th, they departed from Koor- 
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karany,,and were joined by a young man \^h^ 
was travelling to Fatteconda for sidt ; and at 
night reached Doogi, a small village three 
miles from Koorkarany. Provisions here were 
so cheap, that a- bullock was purchased for 
six small stones of Amber. December the 
I8th, Mr. Park and his attendants departed 
from Doogi, and being joined by a number of 
Foulahs, and other people, made a formidable 
appearance, and were under no apprehension 
of being plundered in the woods. One of the 
asses proving very refractory, the negroes 
made use of a curious method to render him 
tractable ; they cut a forked stick, and put- 
ting the forked part into his mouth, like the 
bit of a bridle, tied the two smaller parts to- 
gether, above his head, lesiving the lower part 
of the sticLof sufficient length to strike against 
the ground, if the ass should attempt to put 
his head down. After this, the ass walked 
along quietly, taking care to }iold bis bead 
sufficiently hagh to prevent the stones or Boots 
of trees from striking the end of the stick, 
which, experience had taught him, would give 
a severe shock to his teeth. In the evening, 
they arrived at a few scattered village^, sur- 
rounded with extensive cultivation ; at one of 
which, called Buggil, they passed the night 
in a miserable hut, having jio other bed than 
a bundle of corn stalks, and but indifferent 
provisions. The wells here, are dug with grea| 
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ingenuity, and are very deep ; one of the 
bucket- ropes was measured^ and the depth 
of the well was found to be twenty- eight 
fathoms, or 168 feet. 

They departed from Buggil, on the 19th, 
and arrived at a large village, where they 
proposed to lodge. They found many of the 
natives dressed in a thin French gauze, made 
into a becoming dress, by the females. The 
manners of these ladies, did not, however, 
correspond with their dress ; they were rude 
and troublesome, in the highest degree, sur- 
rounding Mr. Park, in numbers, begging for, 
amber, beads,. &c. and were so vehement in 
their requests, that it was impossible to resist 
them ; they tore hiB cloak, cut the buttons 
from his boy's clothes, and werd proceeding 
to other outiages, when he jnounted his horse, 
and rode off, followed for half a mile by a 
body of these harpies. In the' evening, he 
reached Soobrudooka ; as his company con- 
sisted of fourteen persons, he purchased a 
sheep, and abundance of com for supper, 
after which, ^ an uncomfortable night was 
passed in a heavy dew. December the 20th, 
Mr. Park came to a large village, on the banks 
of the Faleme river, which is here rapid and 
rocky. The natives were employed fishing, 
in various ways. The large fish were taken in 
long baskets, made of Split cane, and placed 
in a strong current* which was created .by 
walls of stone, built %cx(mu the stream/ certain 
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opcii places being left, through which the 
water rushed with great force. Some of thes^ 
baskets were more than twenty feet long ; and 
when once the fish had entered one of tliem, 
the force of the stream prevented it from re-* 
turning. The small fisn were taken in great 
numbers, in hand nets, which the natives 
weave of cotton, and use with great dexterity. 
The fish last mentioned are ali^ut the size of 
sprats, and are prepared for sale in different 
ways ; the most common is, by pounding 
them entire, as they come from th^ stream^ 
in a wco:Ien mortar, and exposing them ta 
dry in the sun, in large lumps, like sugars 
loaves. The smell is not very agreeable, but 
in the Moorish countries, to the north of 
Senegal^ this preparation is accounted a 
luxury. The manner of using it by the natives 
is, by dissolving a piece of this black loaf in 
boiling water, and n^ixing it with their bread. 
December tha 21st. having agreed for a 
canoe, to carry the bundles across the river, 
Mr. Park forded the river, the water of which 
came up to his knees, as he sat on hb horsQ. 
At noon he arrived at Fatteconda, the capital 
of Bondou, and received an invitation to the 
house of a respectable Slatee. The offer was 
accepted, and soon after, a messenger from 
the king arrived, who desired his immediate 
attendance on his majesty. Mr. Park took his 
interpreter, and follov^ed the messenger, i^ntil 
he saw a man sitting under a tree. This, he 
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was informed, was the king, who desired him 
to come and sit down by him on the mat, an4 
after a short conversation, asked him if he 
wished tp purchase slaves, or gold r Being 
answered in the negative, he seemed sur- 
prised, but desired Mr. Part to come in the 
eveningy when he would give him some pro- 
visions. This monarch was called Almami, a. 
Moorish name, though he was not a Maho- 
m»3tan, but a Pagan. In the eveningj Mr 
Park waited upon the king, and took witl 
him, one canister of gunpowder, some amber 
tobacco, and an umbrella. 

All the houses belonging to the king, and 
his familV)! are surrounded by a lofty mud 
wall, ;jv'hich converts the whole into a kind of 
citadel. The interior is divided into different 
courts. At the first place of entrance, Mr. 
Park observed a man standing with a musket 
on his shoulder, and found the way to the 
presence very intricate. His majesty was 
sitting upon a mat, and two attendants with 
him. Mr. Park^ again stated the objects of his 
journey; the king thought it impossible, that 
a man in his senses, would undertake so dan- 
gerous a journey, merely from motives of 
curiosity ; he thought every white man must 
of necessity, be a trader. The presents were 
highly acceptable, particularly the umbrella, 
which he repeatedly furled and unfurled, to 
the great admirationof himself and attendants, 
who could not at first comp rehend the use of 
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this wonderful machine. Being about to tak« 
his leave, the king desired him to stop, J^iiile 
he began a long preamble in favour of the 
whites ; lie next proceeded , to an eulogium 
on his blue coat, of which the yellow buttons 
seemed especially to strike his fancy, and 
concluded by entreating Mr. Park to present 
it to him. The request of an African prince, 
in his own dominions, comes little short of a 
command ; he, therefore, immediately com- 
plied with the monarch's request, took off his 
coat, the only good one he had in his posses- 
sion, and laid it at his feet. In return for this 
compliance, the king presented him with great 
plenty of provisions, and desired to see him 
again, in. the morning. He accordingly 
attended, and found the king sick in bed, who 
desired Mr. Park to bleed him,^ but, when his 
arm was tie4 up, and the lancet prepared, his 
courage failed, and he begged the operation 
might be postponed till th€^ afternoon. lie 
then observed, that his women were very 
desirous to see the stranger ; and an attend- 
ant was immediately ordered to conduct our 
traveller to the court, appropriated to the 
ladies. The whole seraglio surrounded Mr. 
Park, some begging for physic, some for 
amber, and all of them desirous of trying the 
great African specific, blood-lettivy. They 
were ten or twelve in number, most of them 
young and handsome, wesurmg on their heads. 
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^Ynaments of gold, anci buAcli^ of amber. 
Thej rallied him with a good deal of gaiety, 
on the whiteness of his skin, and the promi- 
nence of his nose. They insisted that both 
were tutificial. The first, they said, was pro* 
duced, when an infant, by being dipped m 
milk ; the latter, by having his nose pinched 
every day, until it had acquired its present 
tmsightly confonnation. Mr. Park, in return, 
complimented these African ladies, on the 
glossy jet of their skins, and the lovely de- 

Sression of their noses ; but they said, that 
attery, (or, as they emphaticafiy called it, 
hon^-meutk,^ was not esteemed hi Bondou. 
In return for his compliments, they presented 
him with a jar of honey and some fish, which 
were sent to his lodgings ; and he was ordered 
again to wait upon the king, before sun-spt. 

Mr. Park, carried With him, some beads, 
and writing paper, it being usual to present 
some small present on taking leave of the king ; 
he received in return, ii^^ drachms of gold, 
the monarch observing, that '* it was but a 
trifle, and given out of pure friendship ; but 
tt would be t)f use to him in travelling, for the 
purcfiase of provisions.*' He seconded this act 
of kindness, by one still greater, by politdy 
telling him, '* that diough it was customary 
to examine the baggage of every tiaveller 
passing through his country, yet, m the pre- 
sent instance, he would dispense with that 
ceremony;*' adding, ''that Mr. Park was at 
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liberty to depart when he pleased/' On the 
133d^ &erefore^ our traveller left Fatteconda, 
and about eleren o'clock^ came to a small 
Tillage, where he determined to stop the rest 
of the day. In the afternoon, he was infonned, 
that as he was at the boundary, between Bon- 
dou and Kajaaga, a place dangerous for tra- 
vellers, it would be necessary to continue his 
journey by night, until he should reach a 
more hospitable part of the country. This 
proposal was agreed to, and two people were 
hired for guides through the woods. The still - 
ness of the air, the bright shining of the moon, 
the howling of the wild beasts, and the deep so- 
litude of the forest, made the scene solemn and 
pensive. Not a word was uttered, but in whis- 
per ; all were attentive, and every one anxious 
to shew his sagacity, by pointing out the wolves 
and hyenas, as they glided, like shadows, from 
one thicket to another. Towards morning, they 
arrived at a village called Kimmoo, where they 
stopped to give the asses com, and to roast a few 
ground nuts for themselves; in the afternoon, 
they arrived at Joag,in the kingdoni of Kaj aaga. 
In native fertility, the soil of Bondou, 
which Mr* Park had now left, is not surpassed 
by any in Africa. It is also become a place of 
great resort, both for the Slatees, who gene- 
rally pass through it, and for occasional tra- 
ders, who come to purchase salt. The duties on 
travell^s are, however, very heavy. In almost 
c 4 ...... ^..,..^.^ 
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evtry town, an ass-load pays a bar of Europeaii 
ikierchandize^ and atFatteconda,theresideiicfe 
6f the king, a musket and six bottles of gun- 

g)wder, are exacted, as the common tri'bute. 
y meajis of these duties, the king of Bondou 
is well supplied with arms and ammunition ; a 
circumstance, whicli renders him formidab}e 
to the neighbouring states. The inhabitants 
differ in their complexions and manners, from 
the Mandingoes and Serawoollies, with whom 
they are frequently at war. The industry of 
the FoulahSi in the occupation of pasturage 
and agriculture, is every where remarkable ; 
even on the banks of the Gambia, the greater 
part of the corn is raised by them, and their 
lands and flocks, are* more numerous, and in 
better condition, than those of the Mandin- 
goeis 5. but in Bondou, they are opulent, in a 
high degree, and enjoy all the necessaries of 
life^ in great profusion. They display great 
skill in the management of their cattle, mak- 
ing them extremely gentle, by kindness and 
familiarity. On the approach of night, they 
are collected from the woods, and received in 
folds, which are constructed in the neighbour- 
hood of the different villages. In the middle 
of each fold, is erected a small hut, wherein, 
one or two of the herdsmen keep watch> dur- 
ing the night, to prevent the cattle from being 
stolen, and to keep up the tires, which are 
kindled round ^e fold, to frighten away the 
wild beasts. As we have abeady mentioned 
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they pay great attention to agriculture, and 
though their farming tools are very rude, they 
grow a considerable quantity of corn. Is there 
any o»e, who can read this account, without 
blushing, if with all the advantages of a fertile 
soil, a milder climate, and the most improved 
instruments of husbandry, he has suffered his 
farm to remain without cultivation, and ne- 
glected to draw from the earth, those riches, 
which, bounteous nature always affords to the 
industrious ? The cattle are milked in the 
morning and evening ; the milk is excellent, 
but the quantity obtained, is not so great as in 
Europe. The Foulahs use the milk chiefly as 
an article of diet, and that not until it becomes' 
quite sour. The cream, which it affords, is very 
thick, and is converted into butter^ by stirring 
it violently in a large calabash. This butter, 
when melted over a gentle fire, and freed from 
impurities, is preserved in small earthen pots,' 
and forms a part in most of their dishes ; it 
serves likewise to anoint their heads, and is 
very liberally bestowed on their faces and arms . 
But, though milk be plentiful, the inhabitants 
of this part of Africa, are totally unacquainted 
witk the art of making cheese. The h«at of the 
climate, and the great scarcity of salt, are the 
objections urged against the making of it ; and 
the whole process appears to them too long and 
troublesome, to be attended with any solid ad- 
vantage. The Foulahs possess some excellent 
horses, the breed of which, seCms to be ^mix- 
ture of the Arabian, with the original African. 
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€HAP. V. 



"ITHE next country entered by Park, in hii 
journey inland, Was Ksyaaga. The air and 
elimate are more conducire to health, than at 
any of the settlements on the c^ast. The 
face of the country is pleasingly diversified 
with hills and valleys, and the meanderii^ 
course pf the Senegal, from the rocky hills cS* 
the interior, gives a picturesque beauty to the 
whole scene. The natives are known by ib't 
name of Sera woollies, whose complexions are 
as black as j et, and cannot, in thisparticular, b^ 
distinguished from the Jalofis. They are repu* 
ted fair and just in their commercial dealings, 
and nothing can surpass their unwearied ex- 
ertions, in the procuring of opulence. They 
reap considerabe advantage from the sale of 
salt and cotton clothe in remote regions. 
When a Serawoolli merchant returns home 
from a trading expedition, the neighbours 
immediately assemble and congratulate him 
^ upon his arrived. On these occasions, the tra- 
Yeller displays his wealth and liberality, by 
making a few presents to his friends ; but if 
be has been uoauocess^, his levee is soon 
over, and every o^e looks up<m him, as amaa 
of no underslandmg, who could perform a 
Jong jounMiy, ami (as they exjpresiB^it) ^rin^ 
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hac^ nothing but the hair upon his head. De^ 
' cember 24th; Mr. Park, arrived at Joag, the 
frontier of the kingdom, and took up his re- 
sidence at the house of the chief man, who is 
called Dooty. This town contains aboul 
two thousand inhiBibitants. It is surrounded 
by a high wall, in which are a dumber of port- 
holes for musketry, to fire through, in case of 
an attack. Every man's possession, is also 
surrounded by a wall ; the whole forming so 
many distinct citadels, and answering the pur- 
poses of strong fortifications. To the West- 
. ward of the town, is a small river, on the 
banks of Which, the natives raise plenty pf 
tobacco and onions.. 

A nlimber oT horsemen came into the town 
aiext morning, and having awakened the per- 
son, at whose house Mr. Park was, dismount- 
ed and came t6 the bed> on which he lay. One 
of them thinking he was asleep, attempted to 
steal a musket, that lay on the mat j bi^t find- 
ing he could not effect his purpose undiscor 
vered, he desisted. Ten other- horsemen, soon 
after arrived, dismounted, and seated them- 
selves, with those who had come, before, form- 
ing a circle round the astonished European, 
each man holding his musket in his hand* 
Mr. Park observed to his- landlord that he , 
hoped, as he was unacquainted with their 
language, -they would speak to him in M^n- 
yiingo. To this th^y agreed, and a short man 
^ened the business, in a very long harangHCj 
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itelling him, that " he had entered the towri, 
withotit having paid the duties, or giving ^hj 
present to the king, and that, according to 
the laws of the country, his people, haggage, 
and cattle, were forfeited/' He added, 
"that they had received orders from the king, 
to conduct him to Maana, the place of his re- 
sidence ; and, if he refused to go with them, 
they were ordered to bring him hy force ;" 
upon which all of them rose up, and asked 
him, if he was ready. Mr. Park, requested 
them to stop a short time, while he settled 
with his landlord, and his horse had a feed of 
corn. The poor blacksmith, supposed Mr. 
Park was in earnest, and anxiously entreated 
him not to go to Maana, as^ a war was 
likely to break out between Kasson and Ka- 
jaaga ; and he should not only lose his pro- 
perty, but be sold for a slave. Mandboo, 
the king's son being one of the p^rty sent 
to approach Mr. Park, of him it was request- 
ed, that the blacksmith should remain at Joag, 
while he accompanied him to the king: This 
was objected to ; it being isaid, that as all had 
acted contrary to the laws, all were equally 
answerable for their conduct. Mr. Park, 
now took his landlord aside, and presenting 
him with some gunpowder, asked his advice 
on the business ; he was decidedly of opinion, 
h^ ought not to go to the king ; but was fully 
H:onvinced> that if any thing valuable wtt* 
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fcuad in bis po88e8sioii> the king "wouiA not 
be oyer scrupulous^ in tho-means of obtaining 
it. Mr. Park, now resolved to conciliate 
matters^ atid make friend^ with theni> if pos^ 
siUe. Afler apologising/ be tendered them, 
as a present to the king, the five drachms of 
gold, which the king of Boiidou bad given 
Sim ; this they accepted, but insisted cm exa- 
mininc; his baggage. The bundles tr^re 
opened, but the men were much disappointed 
in not &ading in them, so much gold and 
amber as they expected ; they made up for the 
deficiency by taking whatever they fancied, 
and, after wrangling and debating, till sun- 
set, they departed, having robbed him of half 
his goiods. The situation of Mr. Park, and his 
company, wns very distressing, as it was 
impossible to procure the provisions Without 
mon^y. Towards tke evenmg of the etit^ning 
day, as he was musing on his forlorxl condi- 
tion, an old Hemale slave passing by, with 
her basket upon her bead, asked him, " ff he 
had got his dinner ?*' Mr. Park gave her no 
answer; but his boy> who was sitting by, 
told her the king's people had robbed him, 
and be bad no money : on heating this> the 
good old woman, with a look of benevolence, 
took ^ basket from her head, and shewing 
that it contained ground-nuts> a^ed whether 
he could eat them ? receiving an answer in 
the afflrmative> she presented bii»^xyit|i m few 
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kandfiiUs, and walked away before Mr. PaVk 
bad time to thank her for so seasonable a 
supply. This circumstance^ trifling as it was, 
afforded him great satisfaction. He thought^ 
with pleasure, upon the conduct of this untU' 
tored slave, who, seeing his destitute condi- 
tion, had humanely shared with him her food. 
She had learned from experience, that hunger 
was painful, and her own distresses made net 
feel for those of others. 

The old woman had scarcely left him, when 
he received information, that a nephew of 
l)emba Sego Jalla, the Mandingo king of 
Kasson, was coming to pay him a visit ; he 
iBOon arrived, and very kindly offered his pro- 
tection, saying, that , he would be his guide 
'to Kasson, (provided he would set out next 
morning,) and be answerable for his safety. 
This gracious offer was. gratefully accepted, 
and the African traveller, with his attendants, 
set off on the 27th of December. This prince, 
whose name was Demba Sego, had a numer- 
ous retinue with him. The company togetiier 
consisted of thirty persons, and six loaded 
asses. At noon, they reached Gungadi, a large 
town, wher^ ^ey stopped about an hour, until 
some of the asses, tnat bad fallen behind, 
came up. Here was a numbei of date trees^ 
and a mosque, or place of worship, built of 
elay, with six turrets, on the pinnacles of 
which, were placed six ostrich eggs. 
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December the 28th, they arrived at KajeCr 
k large village, a little above which, is a con- 
siderable cataract, where the river flows over 
rocky beds with great force ; below this, the 
river is remarkably black and deep, and here 
it was proposed to make the cattle swim over. 
After hallooing and firing some muskets, the 
people on the Kasson side, brought over a 
canoe, to carry the baggage. It appeared 
scarcely possible to get the cattle down the 
bank, which is here more than forty feet above 
the water; but the negroes seized the horses, 
and launched them one at a time, down a 
sort of trench, or gully, that was almost per- 
pendicular. After the terrified cattle had been 
plunged in this manner to the water^s edge, 
every man^otdownas well as he could. The 
ferryman then taking hold of the most steady 
of the horses by a rope, led him into the 
water, and paddled" the canoe a little from 
the brink ; upon which, a general attack 
commenced upon- the other horses, who, 
finding themselves pelted on all sides, unani- ^ 
mously plunged into the river, and followed' 
their companion. A few boys swam in after 
them, and, by dashing water upon them, when 
they attempted to return, urged them onwards, 
and in about fifteen minutes, they were all 
Rafe on the other ^de. It was a matter of 
greater difficulty to manage the asses ; their 
natural stubbornness of disposition made them 
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endure a great deal of pelting and Rhoving, 
before they would venture into the water; 
and, when in the middle of the stream, four 
of them turned back, in spite of every exer- 
tion to get them forward. Three hours were 
employed in transporting the baggage and 
cattle, and it was near sun- set, when Demba 
Sego and Mr. Park embarked on this danger- 
ous passage. The king's nephew thought this 
a proper time to have a peep into a tin box 
of Mr. Parkas, that stood in the fore part of 
the canoe, and, in stretching out his hand for 
it, he unfortunately destroyed the equilibrium, 
and overset the canoe. It happily was not far 
from the shore, and having reached land, and 
wrunff the water from their clotl^es, they took 
m fresh departure, and had a safe passage to 
Kasson. 




d by Google 



ti 



CHAP. VI. 



Mn. PARK! haying arrived at Kasson, he was 
informed by Demba Sego, that he was now 
in the territories of his uncle, and therefore 
be hoped that hk gratitude would evince itself 
for the favours which had been conferred 
upon him; in consequence of which, our 
traveller, though he began to fear he had not 
much improved his condition by crossing the 
water, made him a present of some tobacco, 
and seven bars of amber. Mr. Park and his 
retinue, after a long day's journey, arrived at 
Teese, and obtained lodgings in the hut of 
Demba Sego, being introduced on the follow- 
ing morning to Tiggity Sego, the king of 
Kasson's brother. This venerable old man 
received him with evident tokens of eagerness 
and surprise, one white man being the only 
person of this description whom he had ever 
seen before ; and Mr. Park conjectured, from 
his account, that, in all probability, it had 
been Major Houghton. He gave him to 
understand, that he would have to pay his 
respedts to the monarch of Koonikary. One 
of the slaves of this chief, made his elopement 
IB the afternoon, when a general alarm was 
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Instantly given ; all persons possessed of 
horses, rode into the woods for the purpose of 
Apprehending him, and Mr. Park's own horse 
was borrowea by Demba Sego. The fugitive 
was brought back^ and aft^ undergoing a 
severe whipping, Vas put in irons. On the 
last day of December, a second application 
was made to our traveller by Demba Sego, 
Tor the loan of his horse, to carry him to a 
town in Gedumah, with which requisition 
Mr. Park complied, he having promised to 
return in the course of three weeks. 

Teese is a large unwalled town, having i;io 
security, except a kind of citadel, in wnich 
Hggity and his family reside. The inhabitants, 
though possessing cattle and com in abun- 
dance, are not very delicate in the choice of 
their food. They eat rats, moles, squiiyrels, 
snakes, locusts, &c. Some of Mr. Park's 
attendants were feasted upon a large snake. 
A singular custom prevails here, that no 
woman is allowed to eat an egg. This prohi- 
bition is rigidly adhered to, and nothing will 
more offend a woman of Teese than to offer 
her an ^%^. The men eat eggs without any 
scruple. 

As Teese was liable to be exposed; dupisig 
the war, to the incursions of the3loors of 
pedumah, Tiggity Sego sent round to the 
neighbouring villages, to beg or purchase at 
much provisions as would afford sustenance 



Ob 

for the inhabitants for one year, independent 
of the crop of the ground. 'This project was 
well received by tlje country people, and they 
fixed a day' on which were to be brought all 
the provisions they could spare. January the 
4th, 1796, Mr. Park went in the afternoon to 
nieet the escort with the provisions. It con- 
foisted of about 400 men, inarching in good 
order, with corn and ground-nuts in large 
'calabashes on Iheir heads. They were preceded 
by a strong guard of bow-men, and followed 
by eight single men. As soon as they ap- 
proached the town, the latter l»egan a song, 
every verse of which was answered by the 
company, by a few strokes on their large 
drums. In tliis manner, they proceeded till 
ihey reached the house of Tiggity Sego, where 
the loads were deposited ; and in the evening 
they all assembled under the Bentang tree, 
and spent the night in dancing and merriment. 
On the 8th of January, Mr. Park proposing 
to set out for Kooniakary, Demba Sego, who 
had returned a short time before with his 
horse, with a number of people, came and 
informed him that they were sent by Tiggity 
Sego for a present, and wished to know what 
goods were intended for the king. Mr. Park 
bffered him seven bars of amber and five of 
t6bacco. Aftei surveying these articles, Demba 
laid them down' and said, '* it was not a fit 
present for aj^rince ;'* he added> "that if the 



offering W8^s not increased, he would carry 
all the Daggage to the king, and let him chuse 
for himself." Demba and his attendants im- 
mediately began to open the bundles, and 
spread the different articles upon the floor.' 
Every thing that pleased them they took 
without scruple,, and; amongst other things, 
Demba seized the tin box which had caused 
the canoe to overset. Mr. Park found himself 
divested of almost all the little he had re- 
maining. 

January the 10th, he left Teese, and as- ^ 
cended a ridge, from whence he had a view 
of the hills round Kooniakary ; soon after 
which, he arrived at Jumbo, the native town 
of the blacksmith. His brother came out to 
meet him, accompanied by a singing man ; 
he brought a horse for the blacksmith, that 
he might enter the town in a dignified man- 
ner, and desired each of the travellers to put 
a good charge of powder into their guns. The 
singing man now led the way, followed by 
the two brothers, and Mr. Park and his at- 
tendants, who were received by the towri^s 
people with great joy, and by the most ex- 
travagant jumping and singing. On entering 
the town, the singing man began an extempore 
song, in praise of the blacksmith, extolling 
his valour in overcoming so many difficulties, . 
and concluding with a strict injunction to his 
friends to dress him plenty of victuals. 
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Arrived at the blacksmith's place of residence* 
they di^smounted and fired their muskeT9. 
The meeting between him »and his relation a 
was very tender. The blacksmith's aged 
mother was led forth leaning upon a staff ; 
every, one made way for her, and she stretched 
ofut feer hands to bid her son welcome. Being 
totally bliiid, she stroked his hands, arm^ 
Mid face with great care, and seemed delighted 
that her ears once more heard the music of 
his voice. During this affecting scene, Mr, 
Park seated himself by the side of one of the 
huts, unobserved. When all the people pre-r 
sent were seated, the blacksmith was desired 
by his father to give some account of his ad- 
ventures, and, silence Jk)eing commanded, be 
began, after repeatedly thanking God for the 
success that had attended him. and related 
every material occurrence. In the latter part 
of his narration, he frequently introdi^ced the 
name of Mr. Park, and pointing to the place 
where he sat, exclaimed^, *' see him sitting 
there !" In a moment all eyes were turned 
upon him ; he appeared like a being dropped 
fVom the clouds ; every one ivas surprised 
they had not noticed him before, and some of 
the women and children expressed syinptoms 
of uneasiness and fear at being placed so 
near him. By degrees, these fearful apprehen- 
sions vanished, and when the blacksmith as- 
sured them he would hurt no one, some of them 
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Ventured to examine the texture of his clothes,;| 
but still some were suspicious, and when hq 
rose or moved himself, the women and chil- 
drei^ would scamper off with the greatest 
precipitation. < \ 

With these worthy people Mr. Park re- 
mained a couple of days, and set out, on the 
14th of January, for Kooniakary, accompanied 
by the hlacksmith, who determined to remaii^ 
with him during his stay in that city. 
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CHAP. Vll, 



Jfft. PARK .u'ad petmitled to have an inters 
view, on the 16tb of Janiis^ry, 1796, with the 
king of Kasson^ (DepiWSeg6 Jalla;) but so 
great was the multitude m€^t together %Q sur-! 
vey him us he passed, that he found^ it ex- 
tremely difficult to gain adtnission. A passa,ge 
being procufed. after a coBsideyable ^e bad 
elapsed, he bowe4 regpectfUHy to th^^orcn 
reign, who wa^s seated in .an extensive Jliu^ 
upon a mat, and was>pparently abcMXtthe 
sixtieth jeaJ of hia nge. Mr. ?krk was very 
attentively surveyed by faiui i ^d when th^ 
object of his journey had been e;cplaintd, the 
go6d old king not only appeared , perfectly 
satisfied, but prami^ed him every ^^s^UU^nca 
in his power. He informed him that lie hid 
oncesieeu Major Houghton^ to ivhipm he made 
fL present of a white horse. The audience 
being terminated, ]\Ir- Parle retunx^^d to ixjake 
feady a present for hjs msyes^y, Vbicli waq 
gracfoufcly received^ and a large wh|te buUocl; 
was given by htm in return* This was ^ marl^ 
of great favor, and therefore gj^vei mvLc]i joy 
to his attendants. As it was the geo^raJf 
itxpeotatioii (hs^t a war woi|ld con^mence \n i| 
d '^ '^ V 
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very sbort time, and render trarelling dan- 
gerous, the king urged Mr. Park to remain 
TOur or five days in the vicinity of Kooniakary, 
imtil these differences ghould be settled. He 
had obtained, on Dr. Laidley's account, a 
quantity of money in gold dust, which was 
instantly reported abroad, and S'ambo Sego, 
with a party of horse, paid him a visit, in- 
sisting that half of the sum, whatever it might 
be, was the exclusive right pf the king, inti- 
tnating that, being, himself, the son pf his 
majesty, he, likewise, expected a consid^er- 
able present. By the intervention of the per- 
son from whom the money had been received. 
Sambo was at last prevaileVJ upon to accept of 
sixteen bars of European merchg,ndize, and 
some powder a'ndball, as a complete payment 
* of every demand that could be made in tl;»e 
kingdom of Kasson. 

An enchanting prospect of the c<juntry 
"presents itself on the top of a high hill. The 
" ^ipiumb^r of towns and villages, and the exten- 
sive cultivation round them, surpassed every 
thing he had yet seen iii Afj^ca. A, grp§s 
calculation inay be formed of the number of 
'inhabitants in this delightful plain, by consi- 
"dering that the king of Kasson can raise four 
thousand fighting men by sound of his war 
drum. In traversing the rocky eminences of 
this hill, which are almost destitute of vege- 
tation', Mr. Park observed a number of larg^c 
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holes in the crevices and fUsures of the rockk,' 
where the wolves and hyaenas take refuge 
during the day. Some of these animals ap- 
peared on the 27th ; their approach was dis- 
covered hy the dogs of the vinage, who ho\Vled 
in the most dismal manner. The inhabitants 
hearing this, armed themselves, and providing 
bunches of dry grass, went in a body to the 
inclosure where the cattle was kept : here they 
lighted the bunches of grass, and, waving 
them backwards and forwards, ran whooping 
towards the hills. This manoeuvre had the 
desired effect of frightening the wblves away 
from the village ; but, on examination, they 
. found five of the cattle were'killed, and many 
others wounded. - 

February the 3d, two guides on horseback 
came from Koonikary, to cpnduct Mr.' Park to 
the? frontiers of Kaarta ; accordingly, having 
taken his last farewd of his fellow traveller, 
liie blacksmith, whose anxiety for his welfare 
had beeii so conspicuous, 'he proceeded till 
he arrived at the village of Soomoo, where he 
slept. February the 8th, Mr. Park arrived at 
Lackarago, a small village. February the 9th, 
he arrived in sight of the mountains of Fool- 
adoo, and in a little time found himself in the 
level and sandy plains of Kaarta. At a koree, 
or Matering place, for a few beads, he pur-' 
chased as much milk and corn-meal as was 
requisite for his company; he reachedFcefiurah 
d2 
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ki night, fie're Mr. Park refused to pif 
the exoirbitiaiiit demands of his landlord ; out 
the dispute was at length amicably settled bj- 
the latter being presented with a blanket, foi^ 
which he had taken a great liking ; he also 
accompanied Mf^ Park as his protector and 
jguide. 

February the l2th, Mr. Piark nroceeded on 
his journey to KTemmoo, and amused himself 
us he went^ by collecting such eatable fruitft ' 
as were ,in the road ; thus employed, he had 
insensibly wandered from his company, and 
ascending a rising piece of ground to look 
around him, two ne^ro horsemen, armed with 
muskets, came galloping from among the 
fcushes ; on seeing them he made a full stop, 
ias did the horsemen . As Mr. Park approached, 
one of them, after casting a look of horror^ 
rode off in full speed ; the other, in a panic 
of fear, put his hand over his eyes, and con- 
tinued muttering prayers, until his horse 
^conveyed hiin slowly after his companion. A 
mile to. the westward, they fell in with the 
company, td whom they related a frightful 
story ; it se^ms their fears had given him the 
iappearance of a tremendous monster, and one 
t>i them affirmed, tLiOt when he saw Mr. Park, 
a cold blast of wind came pouring down upon 
him from the sky, like so much cold water. 

About noon, the travellers reached the ca- 
Ipital of Kaaria, situated in the middle of an 
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open plain. Mr. Park *oon received a meg- 
sage from the king, that he would see him in 
the evening ; and in the mean time, lodging&i 
were procured for him, and a man stationed 
with a stick in his hand to keep off die mob. 
Scarcely had he entered his new apartment, 
bat the crowd rushed in> and the hut waui not 
cleared imtil their curiosity had been amply- 
gratified. In the evening, the king sent for 
him ; upon being introduced, he was sitting 
among a great multitude of attendants, with 
the fighting" men on his right hand, and the 
women and children on the left. The kin^* 
whose name was Daisy Koorabarrie, was not 
distinguishecl from, his subjects by any hpien- 
dour of dress. A bank of earth, about twu 
feet higl, upon which was spread a leopard's 
skin, constituted the only badge of royalty. 
In his conversation with Mr. l^ark, the king 
urged him to abandon th^idea of prosecuting 
bis journey, and return to Kasson ; this ad- 
vice, though well meant, was rejected, and in 
spite of every danger, our traveller resolved 
to continue his route, and begged to have a 
guide to conduct him to the Trontiors of the 
kingdom. While thus discoursing, a man, 
mounted on a fine Moorish horse, which was 
covered witii sweat and foam, entered the 
court, and signified he had something impor- 
tant to ccmmunicate ; the Ling immediately 
took up hib sandals, which is the signal for 
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ktlrajdMn io retire. Mr. Park imiiiediatciy 
Uft th« royal presence ; in the eveninff, he 
teceived a fine sheep from the king. While 
at supper, evening prayers were announced, 
not hy the call of the priest, but by beating 
on dnlms# and blowing through large ele-« 
phants' teeth, hollowed out in such a manner 
ias to resemble bugle horns. February the 
13th> Mr. Park sent his horse-pistols and 
holsiera as a present to the king, and begged 
the messehger to inibrm his majesty that he 
waited for a guide to condoet him to Jarra. 
^e king immediately sent eieht horsemen ; 
three of the king's sons^ and about two hnn- 
xhred horsemen also accdnipanied him so far 
te the road. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



uN the evening of the day on which he took 
his departure from Kemmo, Mr. Park took 
up his lodgings -at a village called Maria^ 
where he was'rohbed of a quantity of gold; 
amber, beads, ^nd, wearing apparel; con- 
cerning tvhich he complained to those who 
should have been his protectors, but obtained 
no redress. 

Travelling onward, on the 14th of February, 
two negroes were perceived among some 
thorny bushes, at a small distance from the 
highway. The people belonging to his ma- 
jesty, being persuaded, as they thought, that 
^ey were slaves who hd.d run away, presented 
their muskets, and rodie full gallop through 
the bushes, in order to surround tnem, and 
render their escape impracticable. The ne- 
groes waited patiently till their pursuers were 
within gnn-shot, when each of them took from 
his quiver, a handful of arrows, and placing 
two, of them between his teeth, and one in his 
hovr, he waved his. hand, with a view to keep 
hiapprsners at a distance ; ailer which, one 
of the people belonging to the king, enquired 
of them who they were, and was given to 
ti&derstand> that iToorda was Jhe place oi 
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their nativity, and that they had com«^ to the 
place in which they were found, for the pur- 
pose of gathering tomberongs. These are 
small mealy berries of a yellow colour, and 
delicious taste. The negroes produced two 
large baskets full, which they had collected 
iii the course of the day. These berries are 
much esteemed by Aie natives, who convert > 
them into a kind of bread, by exposing them 
for some days to the sun, and afterwards 
pounding them gently in a wooden mortar, 
imlil the mealy part of the berry is separated 
from the st^ne. This meaf is then mixed with 
a little water, and formed into cakes, which, 
when dried in the sun,' resemble in colour 
and flavour, the sweetest ^irigerbread. The 
stones, are afterwards put into a vessel of 
water, and shaken about, so as to separate 
the meal which inay still adhere to them ; 
this commuiiicates a sweet and agreeable 
taste to the water, and, with the addition of 
a little pounded millet, forms a pleasant gruel, 
called Fondi, which is th^ common breakfast 
in many parts of Ludamar, during t he months 
of February and March. The fruit is collected 
by spreading a cloth tipon the ground^ and 
beating the branches with a stick. 

February the 16th, Mr. Park arrived at Fun-' 

ningkedy. About two o'clock, as he was lyitig 

, asleep upon a bullock's hide, behind the door 

rtf the hut, he was awakene4b^>he screams 



^f womeh> and a clamour ancl conitasioxi 
imong the inhabitants. He soon learnt that 
the Moors were come^ according to practice, 
to steal the cattle^ and that they were now 
close to the town. Mr. Park mounted the 
roof of his hut^ and observed a large herd of 
bullocks coming, along, followed by five 
Moors on horseback, who drove the cattle 
forward with their muskets. AVhen they had 
reached the wells, which are close to the 
town, the Moors selected from the herd* ,six- 
teen of the finest beasis, and drove them oflf 
full gallop. During this . transaction, the 
town's people, to the amount of five hundred^ 
stood collected close to the w^Us of the town, 
and when the Moors drove the cattle away, 
though they passed within pistol-shot of them> 
the inhabitants scarcely made a shew of re- 
sistance. Only four muskets were fired, 
which being loaded with gunpowder ol the 
negroes' own manufacture, did no execution. 
Shortly after, a number of people appeared, 
supporting a young man on horseback who 
attempting to throw his spear, had been" 
wounded by a shot from one of the Moors. 
his mother walked on before, quite frantic 
with grief, clapping her hands, and enume- 
rating the good qualities of her son. ** Hd 
never told a lie," said the disconsolate mo- 
iher ; and as her wounded son was carried in 
ti the gate, bitterly did she exclaim, " he 
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never totd a lie ; no, never." All the jSpee- 
tators' by screaming and howling, shewed 
their sympathetic concern. To the younger 
part of them, no doubt this circumstance of- 
fered a lesson, not easly to be forgotten ; it 
taught them that the love of tmth would en- 
dear them to their friends and relations, and 
encourage them to imitate the yirtue which 
was able to console a mother in her great dis- 
tress. After their grief had subsided, Mr. 
Park was desired to examine the wound. He 
found that the ball had passed quite through 
his leg, having fractured both bones a little 
below the knee ; the poor boy was faint from 
' loss of blood, and his situation so precarious, 
there 'were little hopes of his recovery. To pre- 
serve life if possible, Mr. Park recommended 
cutting off the' leg ; . 'this proposal made every 
one start with horror ; they had never heard 
of such a method of cure; they viewed hinl 
as a sort of cannibal for proposing such an 
operation. The^oor lad was, therefore, con- 
signed to the care of those who knew not how 
to relieve him, and, as might be expected, 
died the same evening. 

February the 18th, Mr. Park passed Simbling 
the frontier village of Ladamar ; from which 
Major Houghton wrote his last letter, with 
apencil, to Dr. Laidley. This brave, but un- 
fortunate man, in pursuing the same object as 
Mr. Park, had surmounted many difficultiet. 
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but at last, baving been pillaged by tbe Moors 
of every tbing^ be possessed, after passing 
mapy days without food, had sunk ujider hiai 
distresses. Whether be actually perished 
with hunger, or was mupdered by the savage 
Mahometans, is not certainly known ; his 
body was dragged into the woods, and there 
' bis remains were left to perish. About noon, 
Mr. Park arrived at Jarra, a large town, situ- 
ated at the bottom of some rocky hills. 




d by Google 



72 



CHAP. IX. 

JARRA is a pretty ^xtensfve town, the houset 
ofwhichare <5Qiistrtictfed6f day and stones, 
the foftiier arfick aiifeweiliig ftie purpose of 
inortar. It is sittiated in* the Moorish king- 
dom of Ladamar i but the majority of^ the 
inhabitants are negroes, from the confines of 
the southern states, who give the preference 
to an uncertain protection under the Moors, 
to whom they are tributary, rather than be 
constantly exposed to their hostile incursions. 
They pay a cohsiderabli&t^bute, and yet they 
are neyejrtlreless treated ^th the most sore- 
reign contempt -c .In their persons, the Moors 
have such a^stfiking aii^ity to the Mulattoes 
of the West Ih^es, thdt it is next to impossi^ 
ble to distingiMsb^^l^meen'theone and th^ 
other. 13ieyir^re?wle<t^fop treachery an<( 
cunning, and embrace every opportunity of ^ 
plundering and defrauding the negroes^ who 
are void of suspicion. Our traveller, when he 
reached Jarra, procured lodgings at the hous^ 
of Damson Jamma, ^ Slatee known to Dr^ 
Laidley, from whom he procured some relief 
in money ; he also requested of hiiij to in- 
tercede with Ali, the king of Ludamar, that 
permipsion might be grantc(| Jjip Jo p^^§ 
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through his dominions, on his way to Bam^ 
barra, uithout hinderance or molestation. 
Mr. Park at the same time sent to the king, 
by the bends of a messenger, dispatched for 
that purpose, a present of five garments of 
cotton manufacture. 

One of All's slaves arrived on the 26lh of 
February, who pretended that he had orders 
to conduct Mr. Park in safety as farasGoomba. 
and said he was to receive one garment of blue 
cotton cloth for his attendance. . Things being 
adjusted, Mr. Park left Jarra the next day ; 
and on the 29th. after a toilsome journey over 
a sandy country, came to Compe, a watering 
place belonging to the Moors ; from whence 
he proceeded to Deena, a laree town built of 
stone and clay. Here the ^foo^s assembled 
round the hut of the negro where he lodged ; 
hissed, shouted, abused, and spit in Mr. 
Parkas face, to irritate him, that they might 
find a pretext to seize his baggage ; but, find- 
ing such insults failed of producing the de- 
signed effect, they had recourse to a decisive 
argument, namely, that he was a Christian, 
and of course his property was lawful plunder 
to the followers of Mahomet. They instantly 
opened the baggage, and pillaged every thing 
of value* Tbe attendants of Mr. Park now 
refused to proceed any further ; accordingly, 
the next morning, he departed alone to Deena. 
It wa9 mbon-lfght, but the roaring of wil4 



74 

beastB rendered it necessary to be oautioHs^ 
Upon arriving at a piece of rising ground, 
Mr. Park, looking bade, saw his faithful boy 
runnine after \^m ; he told him if be would 
stop a little, he would bring a negro servant 
along with him ; and in about an hour, he 
returned with onb. 

March the 4th, Mr. Park arrived Bit Samp- 
aka, on the road leading to which were immense 
quantities of locusts ; the trees were quite 
black with them. These insects destroy every 
vegetable that comes in. their way, and, in a 
short time, completely strip a tree of its leaves. 
The noise of their excrement/alling upon the 
leaves, very much resembles a shower of rain. 
When a tree is shaken, it is astonishing to see 
what a cloud of them will fly off. In their flight, 
they yield to the current of the wind, which, 
at this season of the year, is north east. 

March the 5tli, in the evening, our traveller 
arrived at Dalli. » Upon the road, two large 
herds of camels were feeding. When the 
Moors turn theit camels to feed> they tie up 
one of their fore legs, to prevent their straying. 
It was a feast .day at Dalli, and the pec^le 
were dancing ; when informed a white man 
was come into the town, they left off dancing, 
and came to Mr« Park's lodging, walking two 
bv two> with the musu; .before them. They 
play upon a sort of flute, but instead of 
blowing into a hok at the side, tbey blow 



dbliquely over the end, which is half shtzt by 
a thin piece of wood ; they goreni ^le holes 
on the side with their ftnjgpefs, and play some 
pimple and very plaindTe airs ; they con- 
tinued to dande until midnight. March the 
7th, while enjoying the harmless festivity of 
pome of the negroes, whose gentle manners 
Ibimed a striking contrast to the rudeness and 
4»arbarity of the Moojrs, a party of these latter 
unexpectedly entered the hut, and seized Mr. 
Park. They came, they said, by Ali's orders, 
to convey him to the camp, at Benowxu ; if 
be went peaceably, he had nothing to fear, if 
not, they were to use force ; they added, that 
their visit was occasioned by the curiosity of 
Ali's wife, Fatima, who was very anxious to 
see him. Finding resistance and entreaty en^* 
tirely fruitless, he took leave of his kind 
landlord, and set out accompanied by his 
faithful boy, who was resolved not to leave 
him. On arriving at Deena, Mr. Park paid a 
visit to one of All's sons. He was sitting in 
a low hut, with five or six more, washing their 
hands and feet, and frequently taking water 
into their mouths, and spitting it out again. 
Mr. Park was no sooner seated, than the 
prince handed him a double-barrelled gun, 
^ and told him to die the stock a blue cofcuir, 
and repair one of the locks. Mr. Park found 
it difficult to convince him he knew nothing 
about thre matter. ''However," said the prince^ 
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if you cannQt repair the gun, you shall give 
me some knives and scissars inunediately ;" ^ 
and when the negro boy answered him his 
master had none, ^ he baJstily snjitched up a 
musket that stood by him, xjocked it, and 
putting, the muzzle close to the boy's ear, 
would certainly have killed him, had not the 
Moors wrested the musket from him, and 
made signs for Mr. Park and the boy to retire. 
March the I2th, Mr. Park arrived at Ben- 
owm, the residence of Ali. The camp appeared 
to the eye like a great number of dirty looking 
tents, scattered without order over a large 
space of ground, and among the tents, were 
large herds of camels, cattle, and goat^ Afi 
soon as liis arrival was known, the people 
who drew water at the wells, threw down their 
buckets ; those in the tents mounted their 
horses ; and men, women, and diildren, came 
running towards him. He was soon surrounded 
by so great a crowd, as scarcely to be able to 
move. One pulled his clothes, another took 
off his hat, a third was curious in examining 
his waistcoat buttons, and a fourth exclaimed, 
" there is but one God, and Mahomet i^ his 
prophet p and signified, in a threatening 
manner, that he must repeat those words. At 
length Mr. Park j^eached the king's tent. 
Ali was sitting upon a black leather cushion, 
clipping a few hairs from his upper Up, a 
female attendant holdipg up a looking- glaes 




View of a Moorish Camp. 
e3 



d by Google 



t8 

\>ttoTe him. tie appeared tobt an oH man of 
the Arab cast* wilh a long white beard, and 
a sullen and indignant coiHitenaaee. He 
feorveyed Mr. Park with attention, and ap- 
pc^arco much surprised to finid he did not 
speak Arabic. The ladies were very inqnisir 
tive f the^ asked a tboosand questions^ in- 
spected every part of bis apparel, searched 
hli4 pockets, and obliged him to open his 
waistcoat, uid display the whiteness of his 
skin ; they even cotinted his toes and fingers.' 
In a short time, the priest announced evening 
prayers ; but befote the people departed, the 
Moor who had acted a^ interm'ster said« thi^l 
All was &bo«t to present Mt. Park with some-* 
thing to eat ; ana looking rotii^d, he'ob^erved 
several boys bringing ^ ivild bog> ^hkh they 
tied to one of the tern strings, and Alt made 
signs to him to kill and dre^s part of it for 
svpper. Mr.' Park told the king, that he nev^ 
eftt mth fi)od; ^y then Untied the hog, in 
hopes it wonld hftmedlately run nt him, foi 
they believe a gt^at enmity subsists betweeti 
liDgs and Chrmians; b«t the anittial nd 
s^nef regained his libefty^ than he began td 
attack, indiscriminatefv, etery per«(m diil 
came in his way ; ana at last, tooik sheltef 
utider the couch upon which the king wai 
sittinff. Mr. Park was conducted to the tiait 
of AU's ehkf rittte; hut was not permitted t^ 
enter, or allowed to touch any thing belonging 
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to it. A little boiled com, with salt and water, 
was sent to him in a wooden bowl, and a mat 
spread upon the sand for bis repose. At sun- 
rise, Ali paid him a visit on horseback with a 
few atteiKiants, and signified he had provided 
a hut for him, where he would be sheltered 
from the sun ; he was accordingly conducted 
there, and found the hut comparatively cool 
and pleasant. It was constructed of corn-stalks 
set upon end, in the form of a square, with a 
flat roof of the same materials, supported by 
forked sticks ; to one of which was tied the 
wild hog before mentioned. This animal had 
certainly been placed by Alfs osder out of 
derision to a Christian ; and it proved a t^ 
disagreeable inmate, as it drew together a 
number of unruly boys, who amused them- 
selves with beating it with sticks, until they 
had so irritated the hog, that it ran at and 
bit every one within its reach. No sooner wjis 
Mr. Park seated in, his new habitation, than 
the Moors assembled in crowds around him ; 
but it was a very troublesome levee, for he 
was obliged to take off one of his stockings 
and shew his foot, and even to take off his 
jacket and waistcoat to show how his clothes 
were put on and off. AH this was to be done 
for every visiter, for such as had already seen 
him, insisted upon their friends having their 
curiosity gratified, and in this manner was he 
e4 
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employed, dressing and undressing, button- 
ing and unbuttoning, from noon to night. 

In tbe night, the Moors kept regular watch 5 
frequently looking into the hut, to see if Mr. 
Park was asleep ; and if dark, they would light 
a wisp of grass. About two in the morning, 
a Moor entered the hut, probably to steal soihe- 
thing, and groping about, laid his hand on Mr . 
Park's shouldei'. Mt. Park immediately sprang 
up and laid his hand upon him, while the Mpor, 
in his haste to get off. stumbled ovier the boy, 
and fell with his face upon the wild hog, who, 
in return for this attack, wounded the Moor's 
arm. The screams-of the man alarmed the 
people in the king's tent, who supposed the 
white pris6ner had escaped. Ali came up gal- 
loping on a white horse, having heard an out- 
cry, which, on the Moors explaining, Mr. Park 
was permitted to sleep quietly until morning. 

Mctrch the 13th, ,the boys assembled again 
to beat the hog, and the women to plague the 
Christian. Mr. Park, anxious to afford the 
Moors no pretext for ill usage, patiently 
endured every insult > but never did any 
period of his life pass so heavily ; he used to 
watch foit the setting sun, with anxiety, for 
it was then his tormentors left him, and al- 
lowed him to pass the sultry night in solitude. 
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CHAP. X. 



ALTHOUGH the Moors are themselves a 
lazy, indolent race of mortals, they are, not- 
firithstanding, very severe task masters. The 
boy belonging to Mr. Park, was dispatched to 
the woods, for the purpose of collecting with- 
ered grass for the horses for the king, and 
. even Mr. Park, was under the necessity of 
acting the barber, being commanded to shave 
the young prince's^ head. Ushered into the 
presence of the sovereign, he sat down upon 
the sand, the prince having taken his seat be- 
side him. He then received a small razor not 
^xceedinff three inches in length ;• but it un- 
fortunately^ happened, that while Mr. Park^ 
4Pira8 discharging the functions of a barber, he 
made a trifling incision in the head of the 
young prince, which having attracted the 
notice of the monarch, he sternly ordered him 
to give up the razor, and retire. 

Mr. Park was now stripped of all his gold, 
amber, his watch, and pocket compass. This 
latter Particle becamte an object of superstitious 
cnrioctity. Ali was very desirous of being in- 
formed why thM^iinall piece of iron, the needle, 
always pointed*^ the great desert ; and Mr. 
Park was somewhat f^uzzl^d to solve bis query. 
eO _ ^..,,,^.^ 



He could not make him understand^ that it is 
the property of a needle, which has heen rub- 
bed; against a loadstone> and balanced upon a 
pivot, to remain always pointed towards the 
north. — How great would have been his sur- 
prise, had he been told, that by the kssi&tance 
of the compass, vessels of the largest size, 
freighted with many tons of merchandize, can, 
sail to the most distaiit countries, witlrasmuch 
certainty that they are on the right track, as 
if the pilot's eye could reach through bun- 
dreds and thousands of miles, and saw the 
very spot he was steering to. Ali, however, 
was an ignorant man, and like other ignorant 
men, at once supposed, that because it was 
above his comprehension, it must be an en- 
cliantment ; he therefore returned it to Mr. 
Park, signifying, he thought there was some* 
thing of magic in it, and that he was afraid of 
keeping so dangerous an instrument in, his, 
possession. 

March, the 20th, a council of chief men was 
]ae\d in Ali's tent respecting the prisoner; their 
decisions were variously related to Mr. Park. 
Some said they intended to put him todealdb, 
oti^ers, that he was xm\y to lose his right hand; , 
but the most probable account was given him,, 
by Ali's sQn, a boy about nine years of stfs, 
vfho came to him in the eveningi and tdidbun, 
ih^i his unde had persuade^^i^faftcr to^it 
out Ms eyies; his Mk&r, I^Qwev^r^ vouUtnot. 
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consent to tUs proposal, until Fatima, the 
queen, had seen mm. Marchthe21st,Mr, Park 
went early in the morning to the king, and 
requested permission to return to Jarra ; which 
was refused. The next morning he found 
himself attacked hy a smart fever ; he had 
wrapped himself up in his cloak to promote 
perspiration, when some Moors entered the 
nut, and, with their usual rudeness, pulled the 
cloak from him. He made signs to them he 
was sick, and wished much to sleep, hut soli- 
cited in vain. With his mind much disturbed 
by the barbarous usage* he experienced, Mr. 
Park left his but, and walked to some shady 
trees at a distance, where he lay down ; but 
here persecution followed him, for All's son, 
withanumber of horsemen, came galloping to 
the place, and ordered him to rise and follow 
them. He begged they would allow him to 
remain where he was, if it was only for a few 
hours : but they paid little attention to what 
he said, and, after a few threatening words, one 
of them pulled out a pistol from his leather 
bag, fastened to the pummel of his saddle, and 
presento^ it towards him, snapped it twice ; 
ne iSQcked it a third time, and was striking the 
ftint with a piece of steel, when he "begged 
them to desist,^ and returned with them to th^. 
camp. When they arrived, Ali was much out 
of kamour; b^ called for the Moor'sr pii^tot; 
aftdtjkaiised bimiri/ for some time openifig 



ilftci shotting the pan ; at length taking Up 
his powder hotn, he fresh primed it, and turn- 
ing round to Mr., Park, ^ith a menacing look, 
said something in Arabic, which he did not 
understand. He was informed his offence 
consisted in endeavouring to escape, and that 
if he was ever seen without the skirts of the 
<:amp, he should be shot by the first person 
who saw him. In the afternoon, the horizon 
was thick and hazy, and the Moors predicted 
a sand wind, which, accordingly commenced 
on the morning following, and lasted, with 
slight intermission, for two days. The force 
of the wind was hot in itself very great ; it 
was what a seaman would have termed a stiff 
breeze ; but the quantity of sand and dust car- 
ried before it, was such as to darken the whole 
atmosphere. It swept along from east to west> , 
in a thick and constant stream, and the air 
was $tt times so dark and full of sand, that it 
was difficult to discern the neighbouring 
tents. As th6 Moors always dress their vic- 
tuals in the open air> the sand fell in grea^t 
plenty among the kouskous. The Moors wrap 
a cioak ro|ind their faces to prevent them frbm 
inhaling liie sand, and always turn their back 
to the wind when they look up, to prevent the 
sand falling into their eyes. 

March the 28th^ Ali sent one of his slaves 
%o inform Mr. Park, that he must be in rea« 
tiiness to ride out with him, as he intended 
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t<> show hiiii to soYne of his women. About 
four o'clock, Ali, with six of his courtier^, 
came riding to his hut, ctnd told him to follow 
them. But here a difficulty arose ; the Moors 
accustonied to a loose and easy dress, could 
not reconcile themselves to the appearanceof 
nankeen breeches, which Mr. Park had on, 
raying, " they were very inelegant, and not 
at all fit for paying a visit to the ladies in.'' 
Ali ordered him to put a cloak over his clothes. 
Mr. Park visited the tent of four different 
ladieS), where he was regaled with a bow4 of 
milk and water. These ladies were remark- 
ably corpulent ; they were very inquisitive, 
and examined his hair and skin with great 
attention, but affected to view themselves as 
much superior, and knitted their brows, and 
seemed to shudder when they looked at the 
whiteness of his skin» In the course of this 
excursion, the company seemed highly de^ 
lighted with Mr. Park, galloping round him, 
as if they' were bsdtinga wild animal ; twirl- 
ing their muskets round their heads, and ex- 
hibiting various feats of activity and horse- 
manship. The Moors are very good horsemen ; 
thfey ride without fear; their, saddles being 
high before and behind, afford them a very 
secure seat ; aujd if they chance to fall, the 
whole country is so soft and sandy, that they 
are very seldom hurt. Their greatest pride is ' 
to put the horse tohis full speed/ and then • 
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stop him with a sudden jerk. Ali always rodtr 
upon a milk-white horse^ with his tail dy6d 
red. He never walked but when he went to 
his devotion. The Moors feed their horses 
three or four times a day, and generally give 
them a large quantity of sweet milk in the 
evening, wlSch the horses relish much. 

vAprU the 3d, a child died in one of the 
tents, and the mother and relations immedi- 
ately began the death-howl. They were joined 
by a number of female visiters, who came on 
Durpose to assist at this melancholy conceft. 
The burial was performed secretly in the dusk 
of the evening. Over the grave they plant a 
particular shrub, and no straneet is allowed 
to pluck a leaf, or even to touch it ; so great 
a veneration have they for the dead. 

On the 7th of April, a whirlwind passed 
through the camp with such violence, that it 
ol^ertumed three tents> and blew down one 
side of Mr. Park's hut. Sometimes, five or 
six of these whirlt^rinds are seen at a time, in 
diier^ftt places : they n^se the sand to an 
amazing neight, and resemble^ at a distance> 
so many moving columns of stuoke. The air 
is then insoffmrably hot,, aind the ground fre^ 
qnently heated to sudft a degree^ as not to bs 
Some by the naked loot. 

In the eveninff of the 10th, the tal^a* or 
IfH^drnm Wfts beateo t6 aasnounee a wed* 
ding. A great number of peepIe^olbol^sextQ^ 
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assembled ; but without that mirth and hilarity 
tvhich are always found at a negro wedding* 
A woman beat the drum, and the other women 
joined in chorus, by setting up a shrill scream. 
This noise continued all night. About nine 
in the morning, the bride was brought in dtate 
from her mother's tent, attended by a number 
of women' who carried her tent, (a present 
from her husband,) some bearing up the 
poles, others holding the strings, and marchec( 
singing Until they came to the place appointed 
for her residence, where they pitched the 
tent. The husband followed, with a number 
of men leading four bullocks, which they tied 
to the tent strings, and having killed another, 
and distributed the beef among the people, 
the ieremony closed. 
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CHAP. XI. 

\VITH a few attendants to bis train, Ali teok 
his departure from Benowm on the 16th of 
April. 

The meals usually allotted to Mr. Park by 
the Moors, wer« neglected to be sent him for' • 
two nights ; an omission, which brought upon 
him a breathing of a convulsive nature, a 
dimness of sight, and a strong tendency to 
faint away when he endeavoured to sit up- 
right. 

The whole camp was in motion on the 30th, 
by the dawning of the day, bullocks being 
employed to convey the baggage, while the 
principal women rode upon camels, with a 
canopy ovot their heads for the purpose of 
screening them from the intense *heat of the 
«un. 

On the arrival of Mr. Park at the new en- 
tampment, situated about two miles from the 
«egro town of Bubaker, he paid his respects 
to Ali, the sovereign, with a view to have an 
audience with Fatim a the queen. The monarch 
condescended to shake him by the hand, on 
which occasion he informed the queen, that our 
traveller was a Christian. Her attachment to 
the Mahometan Creed made her shocked at 
the idea of being in company with a person 
oi* such a description ; but his good sense and 
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liberality soon altered her mind, and induced 
her to present him with a bowl of milk, which 
amongst these people is considered a mark ol 
peculiar favor. The scarcity of water was 
bete greater than at Benowm, and felt most 
severely by oar traveller ; for, though Ali had 
given him' a skin for holding water, yet such 
was the cruel disposition of the Moors, that, 
when his boy attempted to fill the skin at the 
wells, he commonly received a drtibbing for 
his presumption. One night, having solicited 
^ for water ^n vain at the camp, Mr. Park re- 
solved to go to the^ wells, about half a mile 
distant : he arrived, and found the Moors 
drawing the water ; he requested permission to 
drink, but ^'as driven away with abuse. Pass- 
ing from one well to another, he came at last 
' to one where there was only an old man and 
two boys. He made the same request to this 
, man, who instantly drew up a bucketyof water ; 
but as he was about to lay hold of it, he recol- 
lected Mr. Park was a'Christian> arid fearing 
that his bucket might be polluted by his lips, 
he dashed the water into the trough, and told 
him to drink from thence. Though this 
trough, was small, and three cow s were drink- 
ing, the African traveller, kneeling down, 
thrust his heatl between two of the cows, and 
drank, with considerable pleasure, till the 
water was nearly exhausted. 

Ali preparing for his return to Jarra, Mr. 
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Park solicited Fatima for permission to ac- 
company him. His request was graciously 
gmnted, after having amused the queen with 
shewing her how his boots, shoes, stockings, 
&c. were put on. 
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CHAP. XII. 

JTHE Moors who inhabit this district of the 
African continent are divided into a variety 
of separatetribes, the most formidable of which 
are those of Traaart and II Bjraken, both of 
whom have their residence on the northern 
bank of the river Seiiegal. These tribes are 
subject to the regal authority of a particular 
chief or king> whose power is absolute^ and 
who is not accountable for his conduct to any 
superior prince. The rearing of flocks and 
herds is the principal employment of the Moora 
in time of peace. The flesh of their cattle is 
their chief sustenance, in the use of which they 
know no proper ildediuia, being\ constantly 
driven between the extremes of gluttony and 
abstinehce. Agriculture is in a great meaisure 
ne^lected^ wh^h accounts for their poverty, 
and the country fumislSes but few articles for 
the purpose of manufactures. Their tents, 
however, are covered with a species of strong 
cloth of their own weaving, the thread for 
which, is spun from goats^ hair by the females ; 
and they are so much acquainted with the 
ma^ufac ture of hides as to M them for saddles, 
bridles, pouches, &c. They likewise possess 
the knowledge of converting native iron into 
knives and spears, asr well as kitchen utensils 
for dresnng their food, while their militairy 
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ittiplenients are bought from Europeans. The 
Moors are rigid Mahometans. They have no 
mosques at Benowm, but perform their devo- 
tions in an enclosure made of mats. The 
priest exercises the office of school -maslel*. 
His pupils assembl*e every evening before his 
tent, where, by the light of a large fire, they 
are taught a few, sentences fVom the Koran. 
When a boy has committed to memory a few 
of their prayers, and read and written certain 
parts of lh« Koran, he is reckoned to be suf- 
ficiently instructed, 'the education ojf the 
girls is neglected altogether. Women are 
regarded ns an inferior species of animals, and 
seem to be brotight Up for no other puJ*pose 
than that of administering to the sensunl plea- 
sures of th«ir imperious masters. ^ The Moors 
have singular ideas of feminine beauty ; with 
them corpulence and beauty seem to be syno- 
nymous terms. One of their perfect beauties 
is a load for a camel. Unwielcliness of bulk is 
the prevailing taste, and many of the young 
girls are compelled by their mothers co devour 
a great quantity of kouskous, and drink a 
' large bowl of camel's milk, evei-y mmning ^ 
this singular practice, which is rigidly, en- 
forced, soon covers the young lady v/ith that ' 
degree of fat, which, to the eye of the Moor, 
appears the height of perfection. The wonlen 
are clothed with a large piece of cotton doth, 
wrapped round the 'middle, and hanging 
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dowa like a petticoat, almost to the ground ; 
to the upper part of it are sewed two square, 
pieces, one before and the other behind, which 
are fastened together over the shoulders. The 
head-dress is a bandage of cotton cloth, with 
some parts of it broader than others, which 
serves to conceal the face, when they walk in 
the sun ; frequently when they go abroad, 
they veil themselves from head to foot. The 
employment of the women varied according 
1o their degrees of opulence : queen Fatima, 
and other ladies of high rank, pstss their time 
chiefly in conversing with their visiters, per- 
forming their devotions, or admiring their 
charms in a looking-glass. The inferior wo- 
men are very vain and talkative, and exercise 
a i^ost despotic authority over their female 
slaves. 

The Moors of Ludamar dress very similarly 
to the negroes, except that they wear a turban 
of white i^otton cloth. Such of the Moors as 
have^ long beards, display them with' great 
pride, as marks of being descended from the 
Arabs ; but, among the generality of the peo- 
ple, their hair is short and bushy, and univer- 
sally black; indeed, if any circumstance in- 
clined them to look with a favourable eye upon 
Mr. Park, it ^as his beard, which had now 
grown to an enormous lengdi. The only 
diseases observed among the Moors were, the 
intermitte»t fever and dysentery, for the euro 
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of yrhifh, nosUuitts are sometkues adminin-.. 
te^ ed by cW women. The small-pox preraila 
^mong some tiibes of the Moors ; the negroes 
on the Gambia practice inoculation. While, 
speaking of their chief, the Moors exprese 
but one opinion ; in praise of their soirereign 
they are' unanimous. The king is distiiu 
guished by the fineness of his dress, which ii; 
made of blue cotton'cloth, or white linen an^ 
muslin. He has likewise a larger tent tlu^ 
any o^er person, covered with wMte cloth | 
but in hik usual intercourse with his subjects^ 
his rank is ofl^n laid aside. He sometimes 
eats out of the same bowl with his cameU 
driver, and reposes upon the same bed. Th^ 
expenses of his government are defrayed by 
a tax upon his negro subjects, which is paid 
in com, cloth, or gold dust ; a tax upon the 
different watering places, which is commonly 
levied in cattle ; and a tax upon aHjnerchan* 
<Mze which passes through the kingiiioni ; but 
a considerable part of the king's revenue 
uriaes from the plunder of individuals. 

T-he jpiilitary strength of Ludamar consists 
in cavalry. Every soldier furnishes his owm 
horse, and finds his accoutrements, consisting 
of a iargie sabre, a double-barrelled gu«, and 
a small red -leather bag for holding his balls 
and powder-hom> slung over his shoulder. 
They liave no pay but' what arises from plun- 
«der. AlJ*s ^vhole force did not cjcoeed two 
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thousand cavalry. They were in general 
well mounted, and some of their horse» so 
ei^tremely beautiful as to equal in value, 12 
or 14 slaves. Ludamar has, for its northern 
boundary, the great desert of Zahara. This 
vast ocean of sand, which occupies so great a 
space in northern Africa, may be pronounced 
almost destitute of inhabitants ; except where 
the scanty vegetation which appears in certain 
spots, affords pasturage for the flocks of a 
few miserable Arabs, who wander from one 
well to another. Very few wild animals 
inhabit these melancholy regions ; those are 
the antelope and the ostrich, their swiftness 
enabling them to reach the distant watering 
places. On the skirts of the desert, where 
water is plentiful, are found lions, panthers, 
elephants, and wild boars. Of domestic ani- 
mals, the only one that can endure the I'atigue 
of crossing die desert is the camel. By the 
particular conformation of the stomach, he is 
enKbled to carry a suppjy of water sufficient 
for ten or twelve days ; his broad and yield- 
ing foot is well adapted for a sandy country ; 
and, by a singular motion of his upper li|), 
he picks the smallest leaves from the thorny 
shrubs of the desert, as he passes along. 

Like the roving Arabk, the Moors frequently 
remove from one pUce to another, according 
to the season of the year or the convenience 
of pasturage. In the month of February^ 
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when tbe heat of the sun scorches up every 
sort of vegetation, they strike their tents, and 
approach the negro country to the soutb> 
where they reside till the rains commence in 
the month of July. At this time, having pur- 
chased corn and other necessaries in exchange 
for salt, they again depart northward, and 
continue in the desert till the rains are over. 
This wandering and restless way of life 
inures their bodies to hardships, but it renders 
them fierce and unsocial. Cut oif from all 
intercourse with their more industrious neigh- 
bours? whom they are always more ready to 
plunder than to trade with, they never show 
kindness to any but those of their own tribe 
or nation ; and seem to consider all the rest 
of mankind as their natural enemies. — Such 
are the vices of human nature, when unag-. 
quajinted with true religidn. 
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d by Google 



^7 
CHAP. Xll}. ' 



Mr. park h«vine obtained permission tt 
veturi) to Jarra, took leave of tlie king apd Fa- 
tima, his consort, and left the camp qq tjbjfi 
26th of May, acGompanied by h js inX^XP^^V^J^ 
and his boy, together with a iiumWr of 
Moorish horsemen ; but whiU Llie hordes werti 
getting ready on th^ morning of the 28th, a 
principal ^-laive belonging to tlj*i king laid hold 
of the faithful youth, who, with a firm refla- 
tion, ha^d followed his laaster, and gjiye liim 
to understand that he mu«t h'^tK^fOfth de^c^te 
hunself to the service of Ali^ Perceivinjf th& 
a»tonish|hent of Mr. Park, fa*t iuformEd hipj 
that th^ business was at ieng:ih tenainatedj 
in coxvieqiience qf which he wtta at full liberty 
to prosecute ]ns journey alo&g with Jolmioi^j 
on whom be conferred the conlempltipjjB 
epithet of "old fool ;'* but that Uis boy, and 
^he whole of bis baggage, must be in^tt^ntiy 
retume<^ to Pubaker. Sir. Pfirk w^nt 4^^tjjf 
to the soveriffn with a reniopstrancA ^^gaw^ 
^uch bail)^rity, wjio sternly co|axnan4*6d bkn 
to mo4nt his horse withojoit Joisfi Qf tim^« ^sf 
fie himself «houki be n^e n^ captive. 

7'faAS cruel i»eparatipn ina.de p.^e^i^ Xv^^'r 
«ion on the piin^ of the boy, an4 &e ^yes pf 
M|f. P^rlc were bajtjjed in tears of cQgapa»sion^ 
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.ivhen he beheld him dragged away by the 
slaves of a relentless tyrant. 

June the 1st, Mr. Park arrived at Jarra. On 
the 14th, intelligence was received that Daisy, 
king of.Kaarta, was preparing to attack Jarra 
with a large and powerful army. 
June the l;i4th,in the evening,Mr.Park was told 
that some of the Jarra men had returned from 
fighting Daisy ; however, when the chief men 
of the town assembled, having heard a full 
detail of the expedition, they were by no means 
relieved from their uneasiness on Daisy's ac- 
count. June the 26th, intelligence arrived that 
Daisy had taken Simbiry in the morning ; the 
affrighted inhabitants were employed packing 
up different articles during the night, and 

* early in the morning, nearly one-half of them 
took' the road for Bambarra. Their departure 
was very affecting J the^vrdpaen a|id cnildren 
ijrying— the men sullen and dejected, and all 
of them looking back with f egret on their na- 
' tive town. ^ 

June the 27th> informatiori arrived that 
Daisy v^i^BfmM^^mBeA^ta^mr&. Tbx ^ieimi 
of the I mw ii * 8 vpeople was not to be described. 
The screams of the women and children were 
truly alaxming. We have already seen the 
kindness with which Daisy behaved to Mr. 
Park at Kemmpo, still there was much dan- 
ger that in the general confusion he might be 
mistaken, for a Moot; he therefore mounted 
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his harse, and taking, a large bag of com, rode 
until he had reached the loot of. a hill, where 
he dismounted, and having g^Jined the sum- 
mit, he sat down, and had a complete view of 
the town and neighboifring country ; th6 road 
from Jarra was crowded with the poor inha- 
bitants, who were driving their sheep, cows, 
and goats before them, and carrying a scanty 
provision of food for the journey. As he was 
travelling, he was pursued by a party of 
Moors, who insisted on his going back to Ali : 
he apparently consented, and in returning 
with them, one of the Moors, in passing thro' 
some thick bushes, ordered him to untie his 
bundle, and shew them the contents. Having 
examined the articles, they' found nothing 
\Vorth taking but his cloak, which one of them 
took and wrapped round himself. Mr. Park 
earnestly requested, but in vain, that he 
would return it ; but he, and one of his com- 
panions, rode otr with the prize. When Mr. 
Park attempted to follow them, the third, 
who had remained with him, struck his horse 
over the head, and presenting his musket, 
told him he should proceed no further. Our 
traveller, therefore, tumerf his horse's head 
towards the east, and happy at having escaped 
with life from such barbarians, resumed the 
path which he had before pursued. 
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Chap.' XIV. 



Me. PARK) by the aid of his compasilr, di- 
rected his c-ourse through the wilderness, with 
t> view to reach the kingdom of Bambarri^ ; 
but his journey was very soon interrupted by 
the intense heat of the son, which brought on 
him extreme faintness and intolerable thirst. 
Thus circumstanced he ascended a tree, fondly 
hoping to discover from thence some abode of 
man, but to his great mortification he disco- 
vered nothing, as fitr d.s hts eye could reach^ 
but thick uncleriVood and hillocks of sand. 
Proceeding onward, he came suddenly on a 
large herd of goats, when his sinking hopes 
were revived by the appearance of two young 
Moors, who ventured to come near him after 
much entreaty : but they, alas ! had. nothing 
to present him with except thtvir empty casks, 
assuring him. at the same time, that they had 
hitherto disco verted no Irac^is of water. Almost 
perishing with thirst, and much jiffected by 
this unwelcome intelligence, our Iraveller rode 
on a.8 fast as pofssibJe, still cherisLin^ the ^iope 
of finding some watering place ; but his mouth 
and throat were sio much parched, that he 
consi^erl^d his dissolutiOtt was at hand, and 
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hoticin^ , them, he saddled his horse and 
continued his journey. — July the 4th, Mr. Park 
pursued his course through the woods, and' 
observed great numbers of antelopes, wild 
hogs, and ostrichles ; about one o'clock, he 
came to the precincts of a watering place be- 
longing to the Foulahs. Some of the shejpherds 
invited him to come into a low tent, where 
th^re was only room sufficient to sit upright 
When he had crept upon his hands and 
knees into this lowly iiabitation, he found 
that it contained e woman and three childreh^ 
A dish of b(Hled corti and dates was produced, 
afid the master of the family, as the custom 
was, first tasted it, and then b&nded it round 
%> his guests. Whilst the traveller was eating, 
the children fixed their eyes upon him ; and 
no sooner did the shepherd pronounce the 
wcnrd Ctiristiim, than they began to cry, and 
their mother crept slowly towards the 4oor^ 
out of wliich ^e cnprang Hke a greyhomid, 
and was .instantly followed by her duldren> 
so frightened were they at the name of a 
Chridtiim. Here JMr. Park purchased some 
x!Qm for las h<>rse, in exchange for some brass 
buttons. IIepursfiedhi6r<>uteiuitilhesLcrived> 
July Ike ^h, at a negro town, called Wawra^ 
triimlary toMaasotig, kxnfofBattiterra. 
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CHAP. XV. ^ 

WAWRA, (or Warvra) is but an inconsider' 
ablie place^ surrounded with high walls, and 
inhabited by Foulahs and Mandingoes, who 
are tributary to the sovereign of Bambarra, 
>and are chiefly employed in the cultivation of 
com, which they give to the Moors in exchange 
for salt. Here Mr. Park endeavoured to recruit 
his exhausted strength by means of sleep, but 
was soon interrupted by the curiosity of the 
people, who came in great numbers to see 
him. July the 6th, about twelve o'clock, Mr. 
Park reached a town called Waseiboo, wher^ 
being obliged to stop tor a guide to the next 
town, which Was distant a long day's journey, 
through the woods, without any beaten path, 
he amused himself by going into the fields. 
Cultivation is carried on there on a very ex- 
tensive -scale, and, as the natives themselves 
express it, "hunger is never known.*' In 
cultivating the soil, the men and women work 
together, using /a large sharp paddle. July 
the 12th, Mr. Park set out .'from Wassiboo, 
and .arrived in the neighbourhood of Satile. 
The inhabitants were at first so much alarmed 
that they^ shut the gates, seeing so many 
horsemen, (Mr. Park having an escort with 



from chewing the leaves of different slirubs 
he endeavoured to procure that relief wiii<h 
they were incapable of administering. He 
again ascended a tree, which, as it was situ- 
ated on an eminence, he hoped would bie more 
fortunate than the first ; but he still perceived 
no traces of any human habitation. Having 
descended from the tree, he found his poor 
horse devouring the brushwood and stubble' 
with the greatest eagerness, ^\'1lich induced 
him to take off his bridle, and leave him at 
liberty to shift; for himself, during which 
humane office, he was himself seized with 
sickness and giddiness, which he regarded as 
the prelude of instant death. Gradually i^- 
covering, however, he once more attempted 
to follow his horse, when suddenly his heart 
Was revived hy the appearance ©f lightning 
in the east, which, in those regions, is a cer- 
tain indication of approaching rain. I'his 
seasonahle shower immediately descended to 
the earth; the drops of which' be received on 
his clothes, spread out for that purpose, which 
he afterwards wrung out, and thus allayed 
his thirst. 

In some measure refreshed, Mr. Park con- 
tinued his route, until, by thfe hoarse croaking 
of frogs, he discerned his near approach to 
some muddy pools of wfUfM^ Here he again 
aik^fed irit' ^iirst, and proceeded until he 
arrived at ji Foulah. Village, called SHrilla.**- 
F 3 ...,J.,.^........ 
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At the door of one of the huts he perceivea 
lin old uroman spinaing cotton; he mad6 
signs to her that he was hungry ^und enquired 
if she had any victuals. She immediately 
laid down her distaff, and,, in the Arabic 
tongue, desired him to enter. Seated upon 
the floor, he refceived from het hospitable 
hsuids t d^sh of kouskous, of which he made 
a tolerable meal : in return for this kindness> 
lie gave her a pocket hahdkerchief, begging, 
at me same time, a little com for his horse. 
Overcome with joy at this unexpected de- 
liverance, he t-etumed his ^rateM acknow^ 
ledgements to that great and good Being, who 
had so kindly spr^ul a table for him in the 
wilderness.-^Whilst his horse was feeding, 
one of the inhabitlemts c&me up and whispered 
something to his benevolent hostess, which 
much excited her surprise. Mr. Park «ooti 
found that sonie of the men wished to appre- 
hend and cari*y him back to AU. He therefore 
tied up his corn, and took a ndrtherly direc- 
tion, driving his htyrse biefore him, and fol- 
lowed by ^11 the boys and girls of the town : 
when he travelled aBout two mile^ he struck 
into a wood, where he foimd it necessary to 
take repose, a bundle 6f twigs serving m a 
bed, and his saddle for a pillow. About thr^ 
t»'clotk, he was iMvakened hj three Fouki)Mi» 
Who, taking liim for -a Mooiu pointed to the 
ftun^ and told him it was time to p^ay ; wilh<^iii 



hixii,) and put tbemtelvef Under armt. A 
tornado approachihg, a parley ensued, anfl 
tlwiy were admitted. July the 4th, he arrived 
at Moorja, a large toun, famous for its trade 
in salt, which the Moors bring in great quan- 
tities to give in exchange for cloth and corn. 
As corn is plentiful, the inhabitants ore very 
]il»eral to strangers. July the 16th, he reached 
Datliboo. Here a tremendous tornado arose ; 
the house in which he lodged being fljat- roofed, 
Udmitted the rain in streams ; the floor was 
soon ankle deep, the fire extinguished> and 
he was left to pass the night upon some bun- 
dles of firewood that happened to lie in a 
corner. Leaving this place with his compa* 
iiions, they Ibund the peoj^le less hospitable 
as they proceeded, and sufltered more from 
hunger : to add to Mr. Park's distress, his 
boirsfB became so weak that it was quite unable 
to carry him ; he therefore was obliged to 
dismount, and drive it before him, which 
threw him far behind his companions. On his 
way, he was met by a troop of slaves, about 
seventy in number, coming from Sego. They 
were tied together by their necks, with 
lliongs of a bullock's hide, twisted like a rope, 
seven slaves upon a thoiig ; and a man with 
a mnsket between every seven. Many of the 
slaves were ill-coaditioned, and among them 
were many women. 
July the 2l8t, Mr. Park arrived at Sego. 
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Asihe was riding through some marshy ground, 
looking forwards, he saw the long sought for, 
majestic Niger, the greatobjectofhis journey, 
glittering to the morning sun, about four times 
the breadth of the Liffey in Dublin, and flow- 
ing slowly to the eastward. He hastened to 
the brink, and hal'ing drunk of the water, 
offered up his fervent thanks to the great 
Ruler of all things, for having thus far 
crowned his .endeavours with success. The 
circumstance of the Niger flowing towards 
the east, was not surprising to the African 
traveller, as from his frequent enquiries, he 
had clear and decisive assurances, that its 
general course was towards the rising sun. 

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, consists of 
four distinct towns ; two on the northern 
bank of the Niger, and two on the southern 
bank. They are all surrounded with hSgli 
jiiud walls; the houses are built of clay, of a 
square form, with flat roofs ; some of them 
are two stories high, and many of them white 
washed. Besides these buildings, Moorish 
mosques are seen in every quarter, and the 
streets, though narrow, are broad enough for 
every useful purpose, in a country where 
wheel carriages are unknown. Sego contains 
about 30,000 inhabitants. The king of Bam ^ 
barra constantly resides here ; he employs 
many slaves in Conveying people over the 
river, and the money they receive, furnishes 

Digitized by VnO ^ t. ."^ 



107 

a considerable revenue to him in the course 
of a year. The canoes are of a singular con- 
struction, each of them being formed of the 
trunks of two large trees, rendered hollow, 
«iid joined together, not .side to side, but 
endways, the junction being exactly across 
the middle of the canoe ; they are therefore 
very long, and disproportionably narrow, and ' 
have neither decks nor masts ; they are, how- 
ever, very commodious, for in one of them 
four horses and several people were carried 
over. While Mr. Park was wailing to cross 
the river, information was conveyed to Man- 
song, the king, that a white man was waiting 
for a passage, and was coming to see him. 
He directly sent over one of the chief men 
with a message, that the king could not pos- 
sibly see him until he knew what had brought 
him into the country, and that he must not 
presume to cross the river without his majes- 
ty's permission. He therefore advise^ Mr. 
Park to lodge at a distant village for the 
night ; and said, that in the morning he 'would 
give him further instructions how to conduct 
himself. The traveller immediately set off for 
the village, where, to his great mortification, 
he was refused admittance into any house ; 
he was obliged to sit all day under the shade 
of a tree, without victuals. About sun- set, as 
he was preparing to pass the night in this, 
manner^ ana had turned his horse loose^ that 
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he miflit ^raze at liberty, a woman^ returning 
frorp the labours of the fi^ld, stopped to ob- 
serve him, and perceiving that he was weary 
and dejected, enquired info his situation* 
which being explained, she took up the bridle 
and saddle,' and told Mr. Park to follow her. 
Having conducted him into her hut, she lighted 
a lamp, spread a mat on the floor, and told 
him he might remain there for the night ; she. 
presented him also with a very -fine fish, half 
broiled ; having thus performed the rites o( 
hospitality, she called to the female part^of 
.her family to resume their- task of spinning 
cotton, in which they were employed during 
a great part of the night. They lightened 
^heir labour by songs, one of which was ex- 
tempore, ^nd Mr. Park the subject of it. The 
air was sweet and plaintive, and the vi r,|«^ 
literally translated, were as follows : ' ' t'he 
winds roared and the rain« fell. The boor 
white man, faint and weary, came and iiat 
under our tree. He has no mother to bring him 
milk, no wife to grind his corn.*— C^orw*. Ijet 
us pity the white mon^ no mother has be," 
&c. To which we subjoin the following iniita? 
tion from the pen of thedRev. Thos. Smith :rr> 

(.ou4 rear'd t|ie ^M, while fbettt of xiio 
pesceudii}^ d^lug^d ^1 ti)e plfua^ 

Nor left the mountains free : 
When-fkint and we&ried with the stormy 
The white aun tbrem hh Iahgul4 foQ^ ^ 

£«tteath 0ur spreading t^pfif 



109 

TTnhappy man ! bow hard his lot, 
Far from^his friends, perchance forgot. 

As thus he sits forlorn, 
Ho boasts no mother to prepare 
' The fresh-drawn milk, with tender care j 

No wife to grinfl his com. 

Cho. With glad consent let every breast 
Relieve and pity the distrest j 
To him let each a parent be. 
For parent nBne, alas !> has he. 

In the morning Mr. Park presented his bene- 
volent hoste3s with two brass waistcoat but- 
tons, the only recompense he could make her. 
He continued in the village all day, to gra- 
tify the curiosity of the nijitives, who came in 
crowds to see him. July the 22d, ajnessen- 
ger arrived from th6 king, to know whether 
there was a present for him, ^hich question 
was answered in the negative. July the 23d, 
another messenger from Mansong arrived, 
with a bag in his hand. He said it was the 
king's pleasure he should immediately leave 
the vicini^e of Sego ; but that, wishing to 
relieve the wants of a white man in distress, 
the king sent him five thousand kowries, (or 
little shells, which passed current for money, 
260 of them being equivalent to a shilling ;) 
and th^t he had orders to guide him on tii^ 
jotimey to Sansanding. 
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CHAP, xvi: 

IN obedience to the royal command, Mr. Park 
took his departure ; and on the 24th of July, 
passed the extensive tovrn of Kabba, situated 
in the heart of a country at once beautiful and 
fertile. He found the inliabitante employed in 
collecting the fruit of the shea tree, Similar to 
the oaks of America^ and from which they pre- 
pared wliat is' called vegetable butter, by boil- 
ing the kernel in water. Previous to boiling, 
it is thoroughly dried in the sui^. The butter 
obtained in this manner, is said to be firmer, 
whiter, and its flavour more delicious than 
any which is made Ijrom cows' milk; with this 
additional advantage, that it may he pre- 
served a whole year without salt. In the 
evening Mr. Park arrived at Sansanding, s^ 
town of considerable extent, and its ^popula- 
tion amounting to eight or ten thousand. 

This place is much resorted to by the Moors', 
who bring salt from Beero, and beads and 
coital from Ae Mediterraneioi, to exchange for 
goi^ 4ttst and cotton ol6tk, Mr. Pa*k was 
here sBrrounded by hundreds of .people, 'CBoh 
Addres^ng him , in <a language ^ually muki- 
telligible. The Moors npw aasentbled ip^ffreat 
numbers, and immediate!/ ordered the Ne- 
groes to withdraw to a distance ^ they then 
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questioned him as to his religion ; and com- 
pelled him to ascend a high seat, by the door 

. of a mosque, that every body ipight see him- 
Upon this seat he remained until sun-set; he ' 
was then conducted into a neat little hut, with 
a small court before it, the door of which was 
ordered to be shut. But this precaution did 
jiot exclude the Moors. They climbed over 
the top of the mud wall, and came ^n crowds 
into the court, in order, they said, to spe the 
white man perform his evening devotions, and 
eat eggs. Mr. Park told them, with respect 
to his devotions, he could not comply, but 
that 'he had no objection to eat eggs, provided 
they brought him some fox that .purpose. 
Seven hens' eggs were brought, and it was 
.•supposed he would eat them raw ; it being a 
prevailing opinion, that Europeans subsist 
chiefly on this diet. When hehad convinced 
his landlord of this mistajse, he ordered a sheep 
to be killed, and part ofyit to be dressed for 
supper. About midnight, when the Moors 

I .had left him, he paid him a visit, and with 
.much earnestness desired him to write a 
prayer, for him in his own language. *' If a 
Mopr's prayer is good,'* said he, <' a white 
man's must needs be. better.'' Mr. Park rea- 
dily furnished him with one, containing the 
liord's Prayer. The pen with which it was 
written was made of a reed ; a little charcoal 
and gum-water mad© a very tokr^ble ink, 
Q 2 
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and a thin board answered tjie purpose of 
paper. July the 25th, he departed from San- 
sanding ; and on the 28th, reached Nyamee. 
This town is chiefly inhabited by Foulahs, 
from the kingdom of Masina. The governor 
would not receive him, but sent his son on 
horseback, to conduct him to Mbdiboo. While 
passing through the woods, 4 the guide fre- 
quently stopped and looked under the bushes. 
On enquiring the reason, Mr. Park was told 
that lions were very nunjerous, and frequently 
attacked travellers in the woods. While he 
was speaking, Mr. Park's liorse started, and 
upon looking round, he observed a large ani- 
mal of the cameleopard kind, standing at a 
little distance. The neck and fore legs vi^ere 
very long ; the head was furnished with two 
short black horns, turning backwards; the 
tail, which reached down to the ham-joint, 
had a tuft of hair at the end. The animal 
was of a mouse colour, and it trotted away in 
a very sluggish manner, moving its head from 
side to side, to observe if it was pursued.-^ 
Shortly after this, while crossing a large plain, 
where there were a few scattered bushes, the 
guide wheeled liis horse round in a moment,- 
and exclaimed, " A very large lion !'' and 
made signs for Mr. Park to ride off. But his 
horse being much fatigued, he rode slowly 6y 
the bush, where thfe animal was perceived. 
iL few moments after, the guide put his hand 
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to his mouth, crying, ** God preserve us L" and 
then to his great surprise, Mr. Park perceived 
a large red lion, at a short distance, with his 
head couched betweeh his fore- paws. -The 
lion, however, suffered the travellers quietly 
to pass. This generous and noble animal, 
so different in his manners and habits from 
the ferocious tiger, will not offer violence to a 
human being, unless in a state of absolute 
starvation. At sun-set Mr. Park arrived at 
Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of 
the Niger, commanding a iri€?w of the river 
for many miles, boti"! to the east and to the 
west. The situation isi oiie of the most en- 
chanting in the world! Hefe are caught 
great j^letity of fish, by means of cotton nets, 
which the natives make themselves. The 
head of a crocodile, which had been killed, 
was lying upoii one of the houses, inia swamp 
near the town. Th^se animals are not un- 
common in the Nig;er ; but they are of little 
account to the tfaveller, when compared with 
the atnazitig swarms of musquitoes, which 
rise from the 6wamps and' creeks, in such 
numbers;, its to harass ev^n the most torpid of 
the natives. Mr. Pkrk's clothes were now 
almost worn to rags, which rendered him but 
ill prepared to resist their attacks ; he there- 
fore usually passed the night without shutting 
his eyes, walking backwards atfd forjyaMs, 
"* "^ing himself With hii hat; their stings 




MR. PARK AND HIS GUIDE ALARMED AT THE 
APPEARANCE OF A LION. 
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raised numerous blisters on his legs a;id arms^ 
which, together with want of rest, made him 
feverish and distressed. 

His landlord, observing that he was sickly, 
hurried him away ; sending a servant with 
him as a guide to Kea. But though he was 
little able to walk, his horse was still less 
qualified to carry him ; and in crossing some 
rough clayey ground, he, fell and was unable 
to rise again. Mr. Park took off his bridle 
and saddle, and placed some grass before 
him. He thealeft the poor animal, and fol- 
lowed his guide on foot. At Kea he embarked 
itt a canoe, and proceeded about -a mile down 
the river, when the fisherman paddled liie 
caRoe to thebank« and desired him to jump 
out. Having tied the canoe to a st^e, he 
stripped off his clothes^ and dived for a great 
length of time, when he raised up his head 
astern of the canoe, and called for a rope. 
With this be dived a second time, and then 
got into the canoe, and ordered his boy to 
assist him m pulling. At length they brought 
up a large baskjet, about ten fe^t in diameter, 
containing two fine fish, which the fisherman 
immediately carried on shore, and hid in the 
grass i 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of July 
the S9th, Mr, Park came to Moorzan, a fish- 
ing town on the northern bank, from whence 
he was conveyed across the river to Silla, a 
large town, where he remained uu^til it wa* 
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quite dark^ under atree^ surrounded by hun- 
dreds of people. Here Mr. Park made a 
solemn pause ; and after maturely weighing 
the difficulties that must attend him^ should 
he still persevere in his route, determined to 
go no farther. He was worn down by sickness, 
exhausted with hunger and fatigue ; half 
naked, and without any article of value ^by 
which he might procure food, clothes, or 
lodging ; — th/e rains, also, had set in, and in 
a few days, travelling, except by water, would 
be impracticable. Thus determined to return 
westward, he thought it necessary to collect 
all the information possible, from the Negro 
and Moorish traders, concerning the course 
of the Niger, and the different kingdoms 
through which it ^ows. Two short days* 
ioumey to the eastward of Silla, is the town 
of Jenne, which is i^ituated on a small island 
in the river, and is said to contain a greater 
number of inhabitants than Sego itself, or 
any other town in Bambarra. At the distance 
of two days more, the Niger spreads into a 
considerable lake, called the dark lake ; con- 
cerning the extent of which, it is said, that in 
' crossing it from west to east, the canoes lose 
sight of land one whole day. From this lake 
, the' water issues ,in many different streams, 
which terminate in two large branches ; one 
flows to the north-east, the other to the east ; 
but these branches join at Kabra, which is 
one day's journey to the souUiward ^'^ 
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Tombuctoo, and is the port or shipping place 
that city. From Kabra^ at the distance of 
1 1 days* journey, the river passes to the soutii 
of Houssa, which is two days' journey distant 
from the river. Of the further progress of this 
river, tfte natives seitn to be entirely ignorant. 
On the northern bank of the Niger is the 
kingdom of Masina, which is inhabited byFou- 
khs. To the north- east of Masina is the king- 
dom of Ttnnbu^Jtoo, the great object of Euro- 
pean research.This extensive city is filled with 
Moors and Mahometan converts ; the king him- 
self, and all the chief officers of state, are 
Moors. The present king of Tombuctoo is 
named Abu Arahima ; he is reported to possess 
immense riches. His wives are said ito be 
clothed ih silk ; and the chief officers of state 
live in great splendouV. The whole expense of 
his government is defrayfed by a tax uponmcr-- 
chandize, which is collected at the gates of the 
city. The city of Houssa is another great mart 
for Moorish commerce. It is said to be larger 
and more populous than Tombuctoo. The 
small kingdom of Jimbila is said to be remark- 
ably fertile ; the inhabitants are Negroes, and 
some of them very opulent. To the southward 
of Jimbala is situated the Negro kingdom of 
Ootto, which, itis said, is of great extent. On 
the west of Gotto is the kingdom of Beftdoo. 
West of Beadoo is Miniana; the inhabitants 
of whtch are s^id to be cruel and ferocious ; 
so much as ev^n to indulge themselves ^prith 
disgusting banquets of human flesh. 



119 



crtAP. xvn. 

HAVING left Silk, Mr. Park, on the SOlh.of 
July, again reached Ke^,where he was accoin- 
modated for that night with a coverijig, by the 
humanity Of a negro, who had pity on his 
sickly and tattered appearance. From this 
place he was attended by a gnid<*, on his way 
to Modiboo. They were conversing in a most 
friendly manner, when they perceived the 
footsteps of a lioiji, quite' fresh in the mud, 
near the river side. The guide was now very 
circumspect, and insisted that Mr. Park 
should walk, before him, which not being 
agreed to, be threw down the saddle which he 
carried, and went away; Mr.Paik, taking off 
the etirrups and girth, instantly threw tliem 
into the river : the negro no sooner observed 
this, than he ran from the bushes where he 
had concealed himself rushed into the water, 
P^nd by the help of his spear, brought out the 
saddle and ran away with it. Mr. Park pro- 
ceeded on, in a circuitous course through the 
bushes to avoid the lion. About four, he ar- 
ri¥€d at Modiboo, where he found his saddle, 
the negro hi^ving brought it with him in a 
canoe. While conversing with this cowardiy 
euide, and rf.monstrating on his conduct, a 
horse neighed ; the negro asked ^f Mr. Park 
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knew who was speaking to him, and then 
informed him it was once his own horse, 
which he had left tt Modiboo. 

August fhe 7th, Mr. Park having aeain 
mounted bis horse, reached a small Tillage 
called Nemaboo ; departing from thence, he 
fell in with a Moor and his wife, riding on 
two bullocks; but he found them of little 
eervice, for they were wholly unacquainted 
with the road, and, being accustomed to a 
sandy soil, were very bad travellers. Instead of 

- wading on before their bullocks, to feel if the 
ground was solid, the womai^ boldly entered 
the swamp, riding upon the top of the load ; 
%ut when she had proceeded about two hun- 
dred yards, the bullock sunk into a hole, and 
threw both the load and herself among the 
reeds. The affrighted husband was petrified 
witK horror, and suffered his wife to be almost 
drowned before he went to her assistance. 

"v August the 13th, Mr. Park reached a small 
village within half a mile of Sego, having 
experienced a very unpleasant reception at 
the different villages which he had passed. , 
Here he learned that Mansong had sent out 
people t6 apprehend him; -he therefore re- 
solved to avoid Sego altogether, and proceed 
westward to the l^ger, until he arrived at a 
Foulah village called Spoboo. 

On the 15th, about noon, .he came to the 
village of Kaimoo, situated upon the bank of 
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the river; in the evening he arrived at a small 
village called Song, the morose inhabitants of 
which would not receive him, nor so much as 
permit him to enter the gate ; but as lions were 
very numerous in this part, Mr. Park resolved 
to stop in the neighbourhood of the village} 
having collected some grass for his horse, he 
accordingly lay down under a tree by the gate. 
About ten o'clock he heard the roaring of a 
lion at no great distance, and attempted to 
open the gate, but the people within told him 
he must not enter ; ha then begged to inform 
-them that a lion was approaching so near, 
, that he heard him rustling among the grass, 
BXid climbed the tree for safety ; about mid- 
night the people opened the gate, and desired^ 
him to come in. This was adding insult to 
barbarity, because they might have reason^ 
ably inferred that he was devoured long 
before. 

August the Idth, by mistake, he took H^e 
wrong road, and did not observe his error 
until he found tl^e Niger considerably to the 
^ left. ^Directing his course towards it, he tra- 4 
veiled through lomg grassland bushes, with 
great difficulty, until he came to a small but 
very rapid riv^r, which he at first took for a 
creek, or one of the streams of the Niger. 
Examining it with attention, he sat down 
upon the bs^k, in hopes that some traveller 
might pas§ who could afford him information ; 
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no one arriving, he determined on entering 
the river considerably above the path -way in 
order to reach the other side before the stream 
had swept him too far down. With this view 
he fastened hi^ clothes upon the saddle, and 
was standing Up to the neck in wate», pulling 
his horse by the bridle to follow him, when a 
man came accidentally to the place> calling 
to him with great vehemence to come out. 
The alligators, he said, would destroy both 
him and his horse. Whei^he had left the 
water, the stranger, who had never before 
seen any European, seemed wonderfully 
surprised. He twice put his hand to his 
mouth, exclaiming in a low tone of voice, 
*' God preserve me 1" but wheii Mr. Park 
spoke in the Bambarra tongue, he' promised 
to assist hi^n in crossing the river,, the name 
of which, he said, was Frina. He then went 
a little way along the bank, and called to some 
person, who answered. In a short time, a 
canoe, with two boys, csyne peddling from 
among the veeds. Hiese boys agreed to tran- 
sport Mr. Park across the riv^, and he arrived 
in thp evening at Ta&ra, a walled town. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



WHEN our traveller arrived at Taffara, he 
met with indifferent treatment, as the people 
were busied with the election of a governor, 
in consequence of which, he was under the 
necessity of continuing till midnight under a 
tree, exposed to heavy rain, and the violence 
of a tornado, which raged in a most dreadful 
manner. On the 20th of August, he reached 
a village called Sooha, where he endeavoured 
to purchase some com from the goyernor,who 
had his seat near the gate, but was informed 
that he had none to spare. While attentively 
surveying the countenance of this old man, a 
slave was ordered to bring his paddle from an 
adjoining field, where he wrought, for the 
purpose of digging a hole in the earth : he 
began accordingly, while the governor cohti- 
nued muttering to himself, *^ a mere jilague, 
good for nothing,^' tvith other sentences of a 
similar nature, which Mr. Park was appre- 
hensive had a reference to himself, in conse- 
quence of which he mounted his horse to 
avoid the pit, which, from its resemblance to 
a grave, served to strengthen his fears. Just, 
however, as he tvas about to ride off, the 
corpse of a boy about nine or ten years <>f age 
was brought quite naked to the spot. The 



124 

negro carried the corpse by a leg and arm, 
and threw it into the pit with a savage indif- 
ference. As he covered the body with earth, 
he frequently exclaimed^ ''money lost ;" 
whence it was probable that the boy was one 
of his slaves. Departing from this shocking 
scene, Mr. Park travelled on to Koolikorro, a 
considerable town, and a great market for 
salt. . 

August the 21st, Mr. Park arrived at Mar- 
riboo, a large town, and* famous for its trade 
in salt ; here be took up big lodging, with 
seven other persons, in a hut. The day fol- 
lowing "he crossed a deep creek, leading his 
horse close to the brink, and pushing him 
headlong into the water, and then taking the 
bridle in his teeth, swam over to the other 
side. He secured his notes and memoran- 
dums in the crown of his hat. August the 
f 23d Mr. Park arrived at Bammaka, which is 
but a middling town, although its inhabitants 
are very rich. From this town he had a 
singing man for . his guide to Sibidooloo. 
With him he travelled up^ a rocky glen 
about two miies ; but the musical guide had 
taken a wrong direction* and Mr. Park, find- 
ing it impossible to proceed, rode back to the 
level ground, and directing his course to the 
east, came to another glen, and discovered a 
path which led to some shepherds' iiuts ; 
here Ke was informed he was m the right 
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road, but that he could not possibly reach 
Sibidooloo before night. A little before sun- 
set, he arrived at a romantic village, called 
Kooma. This village is surrounded ,by a 
high wall; and is the sole property of a Man- 
dingo merchant. The adjacent fields yield 
him plenty' of corn ; his cattle roam at large 
in the valley, and the rocky hills secure him 
from the depredations of war. In this ob- 
scure retreat ne is seldom visited by strangers ; 
but whenever this happens he makes the 
weary traveller welcome. Mr. Park was soon 
6urrounded.> by a circle of tliese harmless 
villagers, who asked a thousand questions 
about his country, and in return for his infor- 
mation, brought corn and milk for himself, 
and grass for nis horse ; kindled a fire in the 
hut where he was to sleep, and appeared very 
anxious to serve him* August the 25th he 
left Kooma, and proceeded towards Sibidoo- 
loo. 

The road was steep and rocky, and he was 
obliged to travel very slow. As he was stop- 
ping/to drink a little water at a rivulet, he 
heard a loud screaming, as of people in dis- 
tress ; he immediately conjectured that a lion 
had appeared, but proceeding on he found one 
of the shepherds who had set out with him, 
lying op tne grass as if dead : approaching 
him he whispered Mr. Park to tell him to 
stop, as a party of armed men bad seized 
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upon bis companion, and shot ttvo arrows at 
himself as he was^ making his escape ; whil^ 
considering what course to pursue, he turned 
round and saw, at a little distance; a man 
sitting upon the stump of a tree ; he di«tin^ 
guished also the heads of six or seven more, 
sitting on the grass, with muskets in their 
hands. He at last resolved to ride towards 
them : as he approached them he was in 
hopes they were elephant hunters, and by 
way of conversation, asked if they had shot 
any thing ? Without returning any answer, 
one of them desired Mr. Park to cfisniounf; 
and then, as if recollecting himself, waved his 
hand for him to proce'ed ; he accordingly rode 
past, and had ^crossed a deep rivulet, when 
he heard somebody call, and looking behind, 
saw die men running after him, and crying' 
out for him to turn back. He stopped until 
they all came up, wheh they informed him 
that the king of the Foulahs had sent them 
on purpose to bring him, his horse, and every 
thing ne possessed, to Fouladoo. Without 
hesitation Mr. Park turned back and fallowed 
theih ; coming to a dark place in the wood, 
one of them said, ''This place will do," and 
immediately snatched his hat from his head. 
Mr. Park told them, that unless his hat was 
returned he^ should proceed »no fhrther ; bvit 
before he had time to receive an answer, ano- 
ther drew hii knife, and seizing upon a metal 
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button which remained upon his waisfcaat, 
cut it off and put it in his poc)£et. Mr. Park 
now seeing their design, resolired to let them 
proceed without interruption, to search his 
pockets, and examine every part of his appa- 
rel ; observing that he had one waistcoat 
under another, they insisted he should take 
them both off; and at last they stripped him 
quite naked ; even his half-bootK were mi- 
nutely inspected . Whilst they were examin- 
ing th^ plunder, he earnestly requested them 
to return the pocket- compass : but when he 
pointed it out to them on the ground, one of 
the banditti, thinking he was going to take it 
up, cocked hi^ musket, and threatened he 
would lay him dead upon the spot, if he pre- 
sumed to touch it. After this some of them 
went away with his horse, while the remainder 
stood considering whether theV should leave 
him naked on the spot, or allow him some- 
thing to shelter him from the sun. Humanity 
at last prevailed ; they returned him the 
worst of two shirts, and a pair of trowsers ; 
and one of them threw bacK his hat, which, 
in the crown, had the memorandums of his 
journey preserved. In this wretched and 
forlorn condition, a stranger in a strange 
land, Mr. Park felt the benign consolations 
of religion tranquillizing his heart at this^ 
awful' moment, when he was in the midst 
of a vast wilderness — naked and alone — 
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surrounded l^y savage animals, and men fttill 
more savagjB, and five hundred miles from the 
nearest European settlement; even at that 
moment he could view with delight the extra- 
ordinary beauty of a small moss in fructifi- 
cation ; which, while his eye contemplated, 
he, for a time, forgot his own painful situation". 
Does not that Being, thought he, who plant- 

' ed, watered, and brought to perfection, in 
this obscure paft of the world — a thing which 
appears of such smaH importj^nce, look with 
compassion upon the situation and sufferings 
of creatures formed after his own image ; and 
may I not hope, if it is His will, to pass un- 

Jiurt through even greater dangers ? Reflec- 
tions like these would not suffer him to 
despair ; he started up, and disregarding 
hunger and fatigue, travelled forwards, trust- 
ing that relief was at hand ; nor wa^ he 
disappointe(i. In a short time he came to a 
small village, where he overtook the two 
shepherds who had travelled with him from 
Kooma, and at sun- set he arrived at Sibidoo- 
loo, the frontier town of the kingdom of 
Manding. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



THE town of Sibidooloo stands in the middle 
of a fertile vale, but it is scajrcely accessible 
to horses, on account of the rocky eminences 
with which it is surrounded. The people 
who flocked around Mr. Park, presented him 
to the Mansa, or Governor, wlio having been 
informed of the xruel robbery sustained by 
our traveller, the truth of which was confirmed 
by the two shepherds, told Mr. Park, with an 
iniRgnant air, that his property should be 
restored ; " for,'' added he, •' I have sworn 
it.'' He then ordered his attendants to go over 
the hills by the break of day, 'and inform the 
Dooty of Bamakoo, that a poor white man, ' 
the sovereign of Bambarra's stranger, had 
been plundered by the people of Fouladoo. 
Mr. Park heartily thanked the Mansa for his 
conduct, and accepted his invitation to re- 
main with him until the return of the mes- 
senger : he was conducted^ into a hut, and 
'.had some victuals given him, but the crowd 
of people prevented him from sleeping until 
past midnight. After spending two days, 
Mr. Park requested to retire to the next vil- 
lage ; firiding him anxioijis^ to proceed, the 
Mfmsa said he might go iso far as the town 
called Wjanda, where he hop^d he would 
reniain until he hadTan account of his horse. 
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&c. He d ^parted on the morniiig of the 28th, 
and on the SOth arrive^ at Wanda, a small 
town with a mosque, and surrounded by a 
Jiigh wall. The Mansa, who was a Mahome- 
tan, was' both a magistrate and, a school- 
master ; he kept his school in an open shed,' 
whereMr.Park had his lodgings. Here he wash- 
ed his shirt, and spread it upon a bush^to dry, 
while he sat naked in the shade ; here, also, the 
fever which he had for some time been afflicted 
with, returned with alarming^ symptoms. He 
remained at Wanda nine days, during which 
time he daily experienced a recurrence of his 
illness; and to add to his distress, he felt 
.hij»self a burthen to his kind and hospitable 
landlord. 

The scarcity of provision is was great at this 
time ; every evening five or ♦ six women came 
to the Mansa's house to recfeive, each of them,^ 
a certain quantity of com. Mr. Park enquired 
of the Mans^, whether he maintained these 
4>oojr wom^n from pure bounty, pr expected a 
return when the harvest should be gatiiered 
in ? "Ob^erve^that boy," said he, (pointing 
to ft fine child about five years of ag^e) " hfs 
motiber has sold him to me. for forty days' 

f-ovision for herself and the rost of thefaflwly; 
have bau^iit.-anQth^r boy in the&ame mau- 
ler.'' Wh^ th^ women returned^ Mr. Park 
4efiired ^he boy to point o^t his mother ; she 
was mttdi emftckted^ bfit h^d ootbii^ cruel 
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or savage in lier comvfcenatw^ ; and when she 
had receired her com, she came and talked 
to her eon, with as much cheerfulness as if 
he had still been under her care. September 
the 26th two persons arrived from Sibidooloo, 
bringing Mr. Parkas horse and his clothes ; 
but he found his pocket- compass broken to 
piefces. 

September the 2Tth, as his horse was 
^grazing near the brink of ^ well, the ground 
.-gave way, and he fell in. The well wan 
about ten feet in diameter, and so very- deep, 
that when- he lay snorting in tlie water, it 
was thought impossibly to save him. The 
inhabitants of the vilkge assembled, and 
having tied together anumberof with^Bs, they 
lowered a mwi down into the well, who fas- 
tened those withes round the body of th« 
liorse ; s^d the people, having lir^t drawn 
up the man, took hold of the wUhes^ and 
pulled out the horse wiih great ^faciiity. ^he 
poor animal was now reduced to a mere ske- 
leton ; it was fbund, ''therefore, impracticable 
to travol with, him any further. Mr. Park, 
of course, made a present of bim to hi8land«»- 
* lord ; and Ibe^saddle and bridle tothefMansa 
. of ^bidooloci September the 36th he d^art- 
ed, having been presejited by his loikdlovd 
with a epear, and «t leather bag ^conti|in his 
'ekfthes. He now converted Itis half-]»)ots 
Into Sanctis, and travelled witti taore ease. 
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September the 17th, h^ reached Mansia, a 
considerable town, where small quantises of 
^old are collected. The Mansa of this town 
had the character of being very inhospitable ; 
he, however, sent the sick and wearied trk- 
veller, a little corn for supper, btit demanded 
something in return ; and when told he pos- 
sessed nothing of value, he said in jest, " that 
a white skin should not defend him, if he told 
lies.'^ He then shewed him the hut in which 
he was to sleep, and took away his spear. 
Mr, Paxk, suspicious of this man, privately 
requested one of the inhabitants of the plWe, 
who had a bow and quiver, to sleep witji him. 
About niidnight, he heard somebody approach 
the door, and, observing the moon-light strik- 
ing suddenly into the hut, he started up, and 
saw'^ a man treading cautiously over the 
threshold ; he immediately snatched up the 
Negro's ,bow and quiver, the rattling of which 
made the man withdraw. He prov^ to be the 
Mansa. 

September the 1 6th, as soon as it was light, 
Mr. Park sent the Negro to the^ouse of the 
Mansa, whp brought away the spear ; he told ^ 
' him the Mansa was asleep, and advised him to 
seize tbis opportunity of pursuing his journey, 
which he immediately did, and shortly arrived 
at Kamalia> a, small town, situated at the 
' bottom of some rocky hills, where the inhab- 
itants collect gold in gieat quantities. On his 
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arrival, he was conducted to the house of a 
Bushreen, or Priest, named Karfa Taura.. He 
was collecting a troop ct caravan of slaves, 
with a view to sell them to the Europeans on 
the Gambia. When Mr. Park entereo, he was 
reading an Arabic book, and, with a smile, 
asked if he understood it. Being answered in 
the negative, he desired oi^e of his attendants 
to fetcn the little curious book which had 
lieen brought from the west country. On 
opening this small volume, he was surprised 
and delighted to find it to bp the Book of 
Common Prayer of the established church of 
England, a«d Karfa expressed great joy to 
find he could read it, This hospitable Negro 
made Mr. Park's situation comfortable and 
pleasant : a hut was provided for him, with 
a mat to sleep on, an earthen jar for holding 
water, and a small calabash to drink out of; 
he had two meals a day sent from Karfa' s 
own dwelling, and the slaves were ordered to 
supply him with firewood and water. But, 
alas 1 these kind attentions could not stop the 
alarming progress of a fever with vrhich Mr. 
Park had been sometimes afiiictod,, and his 
^ health continu«^ veryprecartbus for five weeks. 
On his T^Qoy^y, Karfa set out on his slave- 
trafficking expe<Ution> and left Mr. Park to the 
care ,of a good old Bushreen, who acted as 
schoolma&ter to the young people of Kamalia. 

H 
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CHAP. XX. 



DURING the whole of his route, both irr go- 
ing and returning, Mr. Park found the cli- 
mate, in most places, to be excessirely hot, 
but at non^ more so than in the camp at 
Benowm. In some particular places, mdefed, 
where the country rises into hills of conside- 
rable eminence, the air is comparatively cool. 
The tornadoes begin about the middle of June, 
when the wet season commences, and gene- 
rally last until the month of November. If 
the ^ind sets in from the north-east, a great 
alteration is visible in the app€^arance of the 
country ; as Ihe rivers rapidly subside, the 
grass beccmies withered, cttid the genertility 
of the trees are stripped of their foliage. 
About the same period blows the harmatton, 
which is a dry and parchinp^ wind, attended 
with a smoky haze, through which the sun 
presents to the eye a dull red colour. This 
wind, in sweeping pver the desert of S|diMa, 
or the Great l>e6ert, attracts all the moisture 
within the reach of its current ; yet it is 
regarded as salutary 16 Europeans, itr powers 
. bracing their relaxed boilies i and their spirits 
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being astonishingly refiTed by its influence in 
promoting respiration. - It appears, however, 
to be inimical to the natives, who complain 
that it cKap3 their lips, and frequently occa- 
sions a soreness in their eyes. 

Whenever the grass is sufficiently dry, the 
negroes set it on fire ; but in Ludamar, and 
other Moorish countries, this practice is not 
allowed ; for it is upon the withered stubble 
that the Moors feed their cattle, until the 
return of rain. In the middle. of the night 
the plains variegated with lines 'of fire, and 
the light reflected on the sky, make the hea- 
vens appear to be in a blazd. In the day 
time 'pillars of smoke are seen in every direc- 
tion; while birds of prey hover round the 
conflagration, and pour down m^on the snakes, 
lizards, and other reptiles, which attempt to 
escape from the flames. This annual burn- 
' ing is followed by a fresh and sw^et verdure, 
and the country is rendered more healthy and 
pleasant. The sugar-cane, the coflee, op the 
cocoa-treef are not to be found in Africa ; 
equally unknown to the negroes are the pine 
apple, and other delicioi;^ fruits. A few 
orange and bajian^ trees were ollserved by 
Mr. Pajrlc at the mouth of the Gambia ; but 
it is.probable thi^ were originally introduced 
by the Portuguese. 

The population of Afrlt?a is not very great ; 
the interior countries abound more with 
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inhabitants than the nftritime districts. Thd 
different negro nations possess a wonderful 
similarity of disposition. The Mandingoe^ 
are a very gentle race : cheerful in their dis* 
position, iMuisitive, credulous, and, fond of 
flattery. They hare one great defect, how- 
ever, which is, a most unwarrantable propen- 
sity to theft. In other respects their natural 
sense of justice seems neither perverted nor 
extinguished. Their disinterested charity, 
iind tender solicitdde to alleviate distress, 
demand the highest praise ; and Mr. Park 
has attested; what his worthy predecessor, 
Mr. Ledyard, had before observed, that the 
females are eminently distinguished for the 
exercise of those gentle and amiable virtues. 
" I never," says the latter, '* addressed my- 
self in the language of decency and friend- 
ship to a woman, without receiving a decent 
and friendly answer. If I was hungry or ' 
thirsty, wet or siclc, they did not, like the 
men, hesitate to perform a generous action. 
Nay, in so free anq so kind a manner, did they 
contribute to my relief, that if I was dry, I 
drank the sweetest draught, and if hungry, I 
ate the coarsest morsel with a double relish.*' 

MR, LEDyARD'S|«K)EM. 
Through many a land and clime a ranger, 
With toilsome steps, Pve held my way, 
^ lonely unprotected stranger, 

To all the strangci-»s Uls a jprjsy^oogle - 
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While steering thus my couwe pr«fcarioui, 

'My fortune still has heeu to find 
Men's hearts and dispositions various, 
But^gentle woman ever kind. ' 

Alive to every tender feeling, 

To deeds of mercy ever prone, 
The wounds of pain and sorrow healing, 

With soft compassiQu's sweetest tone^ 

No proud delay, no dark suspicion, 
Stmts the free bounty of their heart ; 

They turn not from the sad petiUon, 
But eheerfttl afd at oulce impart. 

^f ormM in benevolence of nature. 
Obliging, modest, gay, and mild, 

Woman's the §ame endearing creature, 
In courtly town and savage wild. 

When parch'd with thirst, with hunger wasted, 
Her friendly" hand refreshment gave ; 

How sweet the coarsest food has tasted ! 
What cordial in the simple wave ! 

Her courteous looks,' her words caressicg, 

Shed comfort «u the famting soul : 
Woman'i the stranger's general blessing, 



From sultry India to the pole. 
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Digitized 



byGooQk 



138 

Maternal tenderness is eminently conspi- 
cuous among the Afrif£qi. women, and this is 
duly retuhied by the children ; for throughout 
all parts of Afric€^ the greatest afliont that 
can be offered to a Negro, is to reflect on her 
whagave him birth. ThaNegro women suckle 
their children, until they are able to walk of 
themselves. Three years nursing are not un- 
common : and during this period, the husband 
devotes his attention to his' other wives; 
polygamy being gCTierally practised. As 
«oon as an infant is able to wal k, it is permitted 
to run about with/great freedom ; the mother 
is not over solicitous to prevent it from slight 
falls, and other trifling accidents. As they 
advance in life, the girls are taught to spin- 
cotton, and to beat com, and are instructed 
in other domestic duties, while the boys are 
employed in the labours of the field. 

If a man takes a fancy to any female, it is 
not necessary he should make the overture to 
the girl herself; the first object is to agree 
with the parents, concerning the recompense 
to be given to thein for the loss of the com- 
pany and services of their daughter. The 
value of two slaves is a common price, unless 
the girl is thought very handsome, in which 
case, the parents will raise their demand very 
considerably. If the lover is rich enough, 
and willing to give the sum demanded, he 
then communicates his Wishes to the damsel ; 
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but her consent i's by no means necessary to 
the match ; for, if the parents agree to it; and 
eat a few kolla nuts, which are presented by 
the suitor as an earnest of the bargain, the 
young lady must either have the maji of their 
choice, or continue unmarried, for she cannot 
afterwards be given to another. If the parents 
should attempt it, the lover is then authorized, 
by th^ laws of the country, to seize upon the 
girl as his slave. When the day of celebrating 
- the nuptials is fixed, upon, a select number of 
people are invited to be preseiht at the wed- 
ding ; a bullock or goat is killed, and plenty 
of victuals dressed for the occasion. — ^As soon 
as it is dark, the bride is conducted into a 
hut, where a company of matrons assist in 
arranging the wedding dress, whicli is always 
white cotton,, and is put on in such a manner, 
as to conceal the bride from head to foot. 
Thus arranged, she is seated upon a mat in the 
middle of the floor,' and the old women place 
themselves in a circle round her. They then 
give her a series of instructions ; a'nd point 
out with great propriety, the deportment of a 
married me. This scene of instruction is 
sometimes interrupted by gijrls, who amuse 
the company by singing and dancing. While 
the bride remains within the hut with the 
women, the bridegroom devotes his attention 
to the guests of both sexes, who assemble - 
without doors^ and by distributing among 
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them small presents of kolla nuts, coatfibutes 
to the hilarity of the evening. When supper 
is ended, the company spend the remainder 
of the night in singing and dancing, and 
seldon^ separate until day-break. The negroes 
allow a plurality of wives; those who are 
Mahometans, limit themselves to four, who 
are treated more like hired servants than 
companions; they have the management of 
household affairs, and each in rotation dresses 
the victuals. 

Instances of conjugal infidelity are very 
rare in this^country. When the wives quar- 
rel among themselves, the husband decides 
between them, and sometimes administers 
corporal chastisement in order to restore tran- 
quillity. These domestic broils ^are one of 
the many evils which result from 'polygamy : 
but who, except an untutored savage, would 
be guilty of such an unmanly act, a^s to raise 
his hand against a woman ? The children of 
the Mandingoes are not always name^ after 
their relations. The names are often descrip- 
tive of good and bad qualities; as, Modi, 
"A gpod man," Fadibbee, "Father of the 
town," &c. A child is named when it is 
seven or eight days old ; the ceremony com- 
mences by shaving the infant's head, and a 
dish of pounded corn is prepared for the 
guests ; if the parents are ricn, a sheep or 
goat is often added. This feast is called the 
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*' child'g head shaving/' The priest first 
says a long prayer over the dish of corn> 
during which each person present takes hold 
of the brim of the dish with his right hand. 
After this the priest takes the child in his 
arms, and says a second prayer ; in which 
he solicits the blessing of God upon the child, 
and upon all the company. When the prayer 
is encled he whispers a few sentences into the 
child's ear, and^spits tliree times in its face ; 
after which, pronouncing its namfe aloud, he 
returns the child to its mother. This part of 
the ceremony ended, the father of the child 
distributes a povtionof the corn to each pre- 
^ 5?ent. Among the negroes, each individual, 
besides his own proper name,' has a ftontong^ 
or surname. 
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CHAP. XXI. , 

THE negroes in general, as well as the Man-, 
diifgoes, have no other method of dividing 
time, than by the computation of rainy sea- 
scms, which serve, in some measure, to denote 
the years. These are divided into moons ; 
the days are computed b^ suns^ and these, 
again subdivided into morning, mid- day, and 
evening; div^^ing it still into smaller por- 
tions, if necessary, by pointing to the sun's 
place in the heavens. 

Their notions of geography are equally 
puerik : they imagine that tKie world is an 
extended plane, the termination of which no 
eye can discover ; it being, they say, over- 
hung Witii clouds and darkness. They de- . 
scribe the sea as a large river of salt water, 
on the farther shore of which is situated a 
country called Tobaudodoo, "The land of 
the white people." At a distance from To- 
baudodoo tb^y describe another country, 
which they suppose is inhabited by cannibals 
of gigantic size ; this country tliey call, 
'- The lai^ where the slaves are sold/* ' But 
of all the countries in the world, theif oW5ni 
appears to them to be the best, and their own 
people the happiest. 
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The Mandingoes seldom attain extreme old 
age. At forty most of them ■ become gray- 
headed, and covered wifh wrinkles. They 
calculate the years of their lives by the nunv 
ber of jrainy seasons, and distinguish each 
year by a particular name, founded on som^e 
remarkable occurrence which happened in 
that year. Thus they say, *' The Year of the 
War ;. The Year Gadoo was plundered ; The 
Year the White Man passed.'* 

The diet of the negroes is various iii diffe- 
rent districts. In general the people of free 
condition breakfast about day*break upon 
gruel, made of meal and water, with, a little 
of the fruit of the taonarind, to give it an acid 
taste. About two o'clock in the aftehioon, a 
sort of hasty-pudding, with a little shea- 
butter, is the common meal ; but the supper 
constitutes the principal repast, and is selck>m 
ready before midnight. This consists almost 
universally of kousKous, with a small portion 
of animal food, or. shea-butter, mixed with it. 
In eating they use the right hand only. The 
beverage of the Pagan negroes is beer and 
mead, of each of which they often drink to 
excess. The Mahometan converts drink 
nothing but water. The natives, of all de- 
scriptions,, take snuff and smokie tobacco ; 
thei^ pipes are made of wood, with an earthen 
bowl of curious workmanship ; but in the 
interior countries the greatest of all luxuries 
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is salt. It would appear strange to an Euro- , 
pean, to see«a child suck a pi^ce of rock-salt 
as if it were sugar ; this is frequent in Africa ; , 
but the poorer sort of inhabitants iare so rarely 
indulged with this precioi^s article, that to 

. say a man '' eats salt to his victuals/' is to 
say he i? a rich irum. The negroes are in 
general very industrious : they .are employed 
in thfj labour's of the jield, in fishing, or in 
hunting : their weapons are boiivs ^nd arrows ; 
they are very dexterous marjusfla^n^ and will 
hit a lizard on a tree, or any other small 

- object at an aznazing distance. 

Tlie wopien spin cotton with a distaff ; the 
thread is npt fine, but well twisted, and mp-i^es 
a yei:y durotble cloth. The weaving is performed 

. by the n^^n : the loom is made ^actly on 
Eurapeai\ principles, but so small and narrow, 
Ahat it is seldom mpre l^^n fpur inches broad. 
TJie shuttle is of the common construc^on. 
Tbe women die this cloth of a rich 4nd Idling 
blue cploux, by the fojlowmg simple prpQBss : 
the lepjves of the indigo plaat> when fre^h 
gathered, ^e pounded ^a a. wopde^mort^ri a^d 
^dxed in a large eaji^then jar, ,with s^.^trpag 
ley of wood-ashes ^A .dung ; the .cloth is 
$^teeped in ikm oa^UiUi^^ a9:\dj9^w^ to ];emain 
iintil it has aequked the proper s^h§uj^. T^e 
colour ia v^f y beaijitifi^U with ^ ^ne j?prple 
gloe^^ and ecyual to the bept Eurppqan pr 
Indian dies. The qlpth is gew»4 Vf^ W^^T^ 
with needles of the natives' own making. 
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The only appropriate and peculiar trades 
among^ the Negroes, are the manufactures of 
leather and iron. They tan and dress leather 
with great expedition, by steeping the hide 
firfcyt in a mixture of wood-ashes and water, 
until the hair parts from it; and afterwards, 
by using the pounded leaves of a tree, called 
goo, as an astringent. The hide they render^ 
sot\ and pliable, by rubbing it frequently \^ilU 
their bands, and beating it upon a stone. Tlie 
skins of bullocks being generally converted 
into sandals^ require less care in dressing than 
the skins of sheep and goats, which or^, used 
for tovering quivers and saphies, aiid in 
making shejaths for swords and knives, V»elts, 
pockets, &c. This kind of leather is chiefly 
dyed red or yellow ; the red, by means of millet 
stalks reduced to powder ; and the yellow, 
by the root of a plant. The manufactures in 
iron are not numerous. 

There was a smelting furnace near Kamalia, 
a circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, 
and three feet in diameter, eacircled in two 
places with withes, to prevent the clay from 
cracking and falling to pieces by the violence 
of the heat. ■ '* ■ 

Th«irdn,'or rather stCel, when extracted from 
the ore, is formed into vaiious instruments ; 
by being repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat 
<if which is urged by a pair of double bellows 
c^ a dtnplig construction ; the hj^mnier, 'lon;;ti. 
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and anvil, are all very simple ; and Cbe work- 
manship is not de^titute^of merit Most of the 
African blacksmiths are also acquainted with 
the method of smelting gold. They likewise 
draw the gold into wire, and fprm it into a 
variety of ornaments; some of which are exe- 
cuted with considerable taste and ingenuity. 
The natives also make very beautiful baskets, 
hats, and other articles, for use and ornament, 
from rushes, which they stain of diflbrent 
colours ; and they also contrive to cover their 
calabashes with interwoven cane, dyed in the 
same manner. In all these laborious occu- 
pations, the master and )iis slaves work toge- 
ther, without any distinction of superiority. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THE schoolmaster, witb whom Mr. Park was 
left at Kamalia, was a man of amial>le man- 
ners, of a mild and gentle disposition, and a 
stranger to the rig^d intolerance of the Maho- 
metan religion. A large portion of &is time 
was devoted to literary pursuits, and the in- 
struction of youth was at once his pleasure 
and employment. His scholars consisted of 
seventeen boys, and two giris r the tasks as- 
signed to the former were recited at nisbt 
around a lai:ge fire, while the latter were fc- 
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ff^rurted during the day. Independent of tb^ 
Koran, the library of this tutor contained a 
Valuable collection of manuscripts, which he 
cither borrowed from priests in the vicinity, 
or purchased from the Moors who were en- 
gaged in commerce* We are assured on the 
authority of Mr. Park, that the Negroes are in 

Possession of the first ^ye books of the Old 
'estament, in the Arabic tongue, which they 
very much esteem, a good slave being consi- 
dered as the just price of a single copy. It is 
also said, that a version of the Psalms, and one 
also of the Prophecies of Isaiah, are to be met 
with in the country ; from these manuscripts 
the Negroes are well acquainted with the ac- 
count of our first parents, the death of Abel, 
the deluge, the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, the story of Joseph and his brethren, 
the history of Moses, David, and Solomon. 
All these were related to Mr. Park with tole- 
rable exactness ; and his surprise was not 
greater atliearing them from the lips of Ncr 
groes, than theirs at finding him already ac- 
quainted with them. Such people, one would 
almost suppose, might be easily converted to 
Christianity, if so many dangers did not lie 
in the way of arriving amongst tliem. Whaff 
any scholar has read- through the Koran, and 
repeated a certain number of public prayersy 
a feast is prepared by the schoolmasler, ?ind 
the scholar undergoes an examinatkn. Whenr 
12 ,-..-... ^.-....^.^ 
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the abilities of the pupil liave been sufficiently- 
tvUd, the last page of the Koran is put into 
his hand, and he is desired to read it aloud : 
after the boy has finished this lesson, he 
presses the paper against his forehead, and 
pronounces the word ffmen, upon which all 
the priests present, shake him by the hand » 
and confer on him the title of bushreen. When 
this is completed, his parents are informed he 
has finished his education, and that it is in- 
cumbent on them to redeem their son, by giv- 
ing to the schoolmaster a slave, or the price 
of a slave, in exchange ; which isalwaysdon? 
if tlie parents can afford it.; if not, the boy 
remains the domestic slave of the school- 
master, until he can, by his own industry, 
collect goods sufficient to ransom himself. 

' January the 24th, Karfa returned to Kamar 
lia with a number of people, and thirteen 
prime slaves whom he had purchased. lie 
likewise brought wit^ him a young girl whom 
he had married as his fourth wife, and had 
given her parents three prime slaves for her. 
She was kindly received at the door by hia 
other wives, who conducted their new ac- 
quaintance and CO- partner into one of the best 
huts, which they had caused to be swept and 
white- washed on purpose to receive her. The 
day after his arrival, Karfa generously pre- 
sented Mr. Park with a new garment and 
trowsers, such as arc commonly worn. 
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The slaves Karfa had brought with him were 
all prisoners of war. Eleven of them confessed 
to Mr. Park that thev had been slaves from 
their infancy ; but the other two refused to 
^ive any account of their former condition. 
They were all very inquisitive, and first viewed 
the traveller with looks of horror, and repeat- 
edly ask<id if his countrymen were cannibals. 
They were very desirous of knowing what 
became of the slaves after tbey were purchased 
by whi& people, and carried across the salt 
wetter, air. Park told them they were em- 
ployed in cultivating the land : but they would 
not believe him ; and one of them, putting his 
hand upon the ground, said, with great sim- 
plicity, ** have you really got such ground as 
this to set your feet upon ?'* 

April the ISIth, Mr. Park departed from Ka- 
malia with the coffle, or caravan of slaves. The 
number of travellers amounted to seventy - 
three, among whom were six isinging-men. 
Most of the inhabitants of the town followed 
the caravan for nearly half a mile, some of 
them crying, others shaking hands with thehr 
relations ; and when it had gained a risi]i]g 
^ound, all the people in the caravan were 
ordered to sit down in one place, with their 
faces tow«irds the west ; and the town's- 
people were desired to sit down in another 
place, with tkeir faces towards Kamalia. The 
cchoolmafter then, with the assistance of two 
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cth^r^, having tak^ tbeir pl^es between the 

two parlif^, .piioiiQuiK^ecl ^ loqg and fioieifn^ 

prayer ; jojCler ,](vbieh they .walked thi^ee tin^eii 

round the Q$u^v$tn* ,When this cereinopy was 

end^> all the travellers rose up, and without 

taking a fprmyal Oirewel of their friends, p^o- 

4:^eded fQrwardjs. As many of the slaves had 

jrem»^med for years in irons, the *^udden ea^er^ 

^ige of v^alkiiig .quick, occasionpd spj^smodic 

c<%r)tj^^^tions of tiieir legs ; h^iice it was foupd 

^oiieeesagiry to.take itwp.of ,the?n frqin the rppe, 

^od allow .^hem t<> ^?ilk ..slowly until they 

jwri.ved at JVforahoo ; >frokn thepce ^hey conr 

ctinu/ed itbe|r .route .t^ Baia> ,and ,pn the-SOtb, 

-p^roceeded tp Worumby, after which tbey.went 

.on.wntili tfiey arrived titih^ river >Kc^ora„whqre 

the caravan halted* This is palled the dangerous 

jriver> OH account jpf Ihe pumber of c^rpcpdiles 

,»vith which^it abounds, and the daj?g^r pf, being 

■carriedpast j^e ford by |he force of th^^tyeam 

in ihe rainy jseasoji. In the ailernoon, they 

crQiised two small branches of this riyer. About 

,9uiis3et, Ibiey.came in sight of Kin):y.8^oproo, a 

consld;erable ^towxi, nesirly squarje, situated in 

;tbe middleof a |argieA9d Hr^llciilUxated plaia. 

iOn approachiug jthis town, :gr€5at fpquaUty 

,w>a8 observed ; five.pr.^ix of the.i^inging-in^ 

-H^erean front, fdllo?ved by the oth^r free peo- 

.ple ; iUien came the .slaves, 'fystsn^i with a 

'Tppc.toiiadL their jsiecks,.four of tfeie^n tora /ope, 

^wul .» ^man jKHb jivispieM bet^ptjnjwrfi four : 
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aftpr dif XD ean^ the domestic slaves ; and \n 
flie xeix,^fy^ women of free condition, wives *f 
tlic Statees, &c. tn t^is manner they prbceei^ 
until ihey came within a hundred yards of tilp 
gate, whpn t^e singing-men began a loud 
fong, weU calculate^ to flatter the vanity of 
tfte inhabitants. IBviien they entered tlie towp, 
they proceeded to the Bentang, or town-hous^, 
" whei^ the peoplegathered round them to hear 
their history. TMs was related publicly hy 
two oftSfi singing-men. When the nistory waa 
ended, tfie governor of the tawn gave them It 
sinill preseiit, and each traveller ^as accoin^ 
modated With lodging and provision for the 
nijght. 



CHAPTER XXni. 

ON the morning of ihc 2M of April, the cara- 
van departed from Kiutya3toon>o, and tliti nexj: 
morning entered the Jallonka wildem^s. 

April the 28lli, the caravan arrived at an 
un walled town calhd Manna ; the inhabitant^ 
of wliich were employed in gathering th*.* fruil 
of the ni It a -trees, which are rery numerous 
ia this neighbourhood. The pods are long' and 
narrow, and contain a few black seedsj inclotSed 
in a fine mealy powder ; the meal itself is of 
a bright yellow colour, reseiiibiing ilour of 
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sulphur, and has a sweet and gummy taste i 
when eaten by itself/ it is clammy, but when 
mhced with milk or water, it constitutes a very 
pleasant and. nourishing article of diet. 

The Jallonkas are governed by a number of 
petty chiefs, who are independent of each 
other. The ichief of Manna, with a number of 
his people, accompanied the travellers across 
liie banks of the Basing, a principal branch of 
the Senegal, over a bridge of a 'singular con- 
Mruction : the river at this place is smooth 
and deep, and has ^ery little current. Two 
tall trees, when tied together by the tops, are 
sufficiently long to reach from one side to the 
other, the roots resting upon the rocks, and 
the tops floating in the waters. When a few 
trees have been placed in this direction, they 
are covered with dry bamboos, so as to fom 
a floating bridge, with a sloping gangway at 
each end, where the trees rest upon the rockH. 
This bridge is carried away every year by the 
swelling of the river in the rainy season, and 
is constantly rebuilt by the inhabitants of 
Manna, who« on that account, expect a small 
tribute from every passenger. On entering the 
town, a free man and three slaves were found 
to be missing,^ but at eleven o'clock at nigl^t 
they returned. 

May the 3d, they arrived at a village neat 
Malacotta, where the schoolmaster's el^er 
brother resided : n messenger wUs dispatched 
1 3 
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to Urn, an^.)^iiwned4ateiy came ; 4he iiit^r- 
view ,was m^G^t a^ecting ; as tfliey liad npt^en 
each otJier for nine yeairfi. ^ey fell' upon eacU 
6tlier*s neck, .md it was some time before 
^ither of them could , speak ; at Vength> . iofl^en 
the ^chpotmi^ster Had a little^ recovered him* 
self, he took his brotlier by the hand, and 
turiupg rou^d, . " thijs jfsthe .^p^s^n," said he, 
pointing to Karf/i, *' \^l]ip,ha8 beep. nay father 
in3Iap^/ng; I vyould\fT|aty^ ppinted.nimout 
sooner tp'yqp, but mjr heart was ; too. full.'* 
X^ey reached MaJacp^ ip the, evening. It \s 
i^iun^w^led tQ^n : f^e,bu^ of. split 

cane, twistefi into a sort of wicker- work, pniri 
plafstef^fl pver with n^u^r l^h/ey ^topped 
three da^s ;it this t<;^wii, %nd ifere^aph.day 
pr<^sentm withs^biiUp^jW^tb^^ 
Ike iiibabitants iaajj;e Viery jgpo^ sPftP' I^Y 
boiling ground-nuts in jH^j^^er, jt^qidth^ adding 
a layer of wood and . a^J^^s. 'Eftey .also niia^u^ 
facture ex^jelj^t iron* 

A pjftxty pf the town'.s^pepjpje hijougbt infor- 
mation concerping, a wjir j^et^^en^bdilU^e;-^ 
kingrof iFoo^a Tprra,^^^ D^ 
J(fliiofs. j^e .king pf Fo^t^ Tprra qs^ s^l^tjoi 
embassy to I^el, ,tx> ;|ndi^e.li)m P ipHin 
MatonipUn. TJ^ej^tjafosfiad^r W ai^ 
of Darnel, laid two knives bej^re ftjm, a^ 

f)ApA 
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tMabofldQUn faitU ; an4 with t^is t>ther knife* 
Abdulkader will cat the throp^t <;>/ Ijamel, if 
jhe rfifuses tp epabrace it : take your choice.'* 
Dap^el coolly iM[iswere4> he had no choice to 
make ; he n^^her chose the one nor the other. 
in the course of the war that ensued, th^ 
y^in-glorious Abdulka^der was taken captive. 
;When the royjj prisoner was brought before 
pan^el, that magpanimou^ prince oddr^sed 
iiim a^ iblloi^s : *' Abdulk^er, answer me tjiis 
quesfUon :^f the chancy of wa? had placed 
ipe in your situation, and you in mine, bow 
would you have acted ?" " I would have 
tbiru^t my 9peaj: into your h^art," replied 
Abdulkader, " and I know a similar fotp awalt^ 
me." " ^ot so," said Darnel, " |py spear is 
indeed jcefi with the blood of yo^r si^buects 
Jtiiled in Mttle, and I could npw give it a 
decjpejr ptain.by dipping it in ypur.own : but 
tbis ^uld not build up our town, nor brij;ig 
tp life the ppmbers who fell in ^e ^opd^. J 
will i^ot therefore Ipll you io cqW ,blopd, but 
t yfiiX rftaiA you as my Q^ve, .MpUl I perceive 
tha,t your prf;sence in yoi^r own Kingdom will 
be no )o]B^ef dangerous to your neighbours, 
OAd thep f:will copfider.QJFthe proper wfiy of 
digDpsijpgpfypu," AMulkader ^ji^ fipcord- 
ingiy r^^iiiedj ^nd >¥orked as i^ slave for ,thr<^ 
^^pt^B ; at the end pf .Vihjph period; I>m^\ 
restored him to his dominions. Such cpnjiuct 
as.tbisii^as far .superior to ,wjiat migh^ have 
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been expected from one like Darnel, brought 
up, no doubt, in the belief that revenge, in 
eueh a case, was justifiable, and the highest 
praise that can be given to it, is to say, that 
this unenlightened heathen, had practised one' 
of the sublimest precepts of Christianity. 

Having continued four days at Malacotta, 
on the tSi of May the caravan set ovtX, and 
on the I2th they crossed the river Faleme, 
being hospitably entertained at Medina by a 
Mandingo merchant, to whom the village 
entirely belonged, whose meals were prepared 
in pewter dishes, from a predilection for Eu- 
r4^ean customs, and his houses constructed 
after the English model. 

ITiey arrived alt Baniseribe the next day. — 
One of the'slatees was a native of this place. 
This man invited Mr. Park to his house, at 
the gate of which, his friends met him with 
strong, expressions of ioy ; shaking hands, 
embracing, singing, and dancing, before him. 
As soon as he had seated himself on a mat 
by the threshold of his door, a young woman, 
(his intended bride) brought a little water in 
a calabash, and kneeling down before him, 
desired him to wash his hands ; when he had 
done this, the girl, with a tear of joy sparkling 
in her eye, drank the water ; this being con- 
sidered as the greatest proof of her feleyty 
a|ld love. 

June the 4th, Mr. JPark arrived at Medina, 



the cup^ilal of the king of Woolli's dominions, 
by whom, it may be recollected, he bad been 
hospitably received eighteen months before; 
on nis journey eastward. Karfa, however, 
would not allow the caravan to stop, so that 
he could only send his good old benefactor 
word, that his prayers for the white main's 
safety had not been unavailing. Two days 
after, he arrived at Jindey, where the caravan 
stopped, and Mr. Park took an affectionate 
farewel of his fellow-travellers, and accom- 
panied by Karfa and one of the Foulahs> 
proceeded until they arrived at Tendacunda 
in the evening, where they w^re hospitably 
received at the house of the black female,named 
Senoria Camilla, who spoke the English lan- 
guage. She seemed much astonished at Mr. 
Park's return, assuring him, that she had 
been informed he had been murdered by the 
Moors. Karfa, who had never heard peoplet 
converse together in English, listened with 
great attention; every thing he saw seemed 
wonderful ; the furniture pf the house, the 
chairs, and particularly the beds with curtains, 
were objects of his greatest admiration. 

June the 10th, Mr. Robert Ainslie c^e to 
meet Mr. Park at Tendacunda, politely offered 
him the use of his horse^ and, with Mr. Ainslie 
and Karfa, Mr. Park returned to Pisania. 
Mr. Ainslie's schooner was lying before the 
f>lace. This was the most surprning object 



jK^iMrf^ W A» y^t fi^^n ; he opuld not eauDy^ 
icoj;E^pXf^h^d the li^se of the i^a^ts^ ^U> and 
.rigging, npr did he conceive it ppscfible, bj 
any sort of co^itrivance^ to m$^kie so larg^ a 
pody move fojrw^ds by the common force of 
the wind ; .«^nd the schopper^ with her cablp 
|ind a^cbprj kept fCarfa in d^ep meditP^tioQ th& 
greater .part of the. day. 

Jvi|i^,th^ l^thj Mr. Park h9,d a^ interview 
with I>r. Jit^idley, who recei%'ecl him ay one 
risen from the dead. Finding thiit hia wearing 
apparel m as not sold or sent to England, Mr. 
park resumed the English dress, and had his 
venerable beani ahaTcd off. Karfa surveyed 
bim in his British upparel with ^reat delight ; 
but repretted exceedingly that it had changed 
him from a man to a boy, Mr. Park amply 
jecontpensed the kind attention of the bejie- 
yolent Negro^ so ay to cause him to say, his 
JQurney had indeed been prosperous. But 
pb^erying the improved state of manufactures, 
and the evident superiority of Puropeans in 
the arts of civilized life, he would often, ^ith 
a pensive look and involuntary sigh, exclaimf 
"^ black men arc nothing ;'' at other times he 
would ask Mr. Park what could induce him, 
who wan no trader^ lo think of exploring so 
miserable a country as Africa P 

June the 14th, S^r. Park parted from tb^p 
friendly and amiable African, who returned 
}ioine i and having taken hi> pafsilge *^ ^^ 
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by Mr. CM\e;a,?[^i;ri^,;be^fiflil^rM qu .^he 
I7th "pi" JyiniB, ,1796. JBe^es.the ^aiig^rs i^y 
,r,an on thie voysigp, frqip ,tixe lea)ty po^ditiop 
.pf the YQS^el, th^ej narrowly escape^ ship- 
yf;r^(^ ; for^oni^pprp^^hingA^^tigjia,, the ship 
.slxiick on the Di^n^pncl ]Roc)c, ^d got into St. 
John's harbpixr yf \ih gr^J^t di<fe<iulty. At this 
.isWd, Mr. iP?j:k Tfimained ^a days ; whftn 
,tjbie jCh?8|4?rfi,e|4 Pjaqkfit, hqund from the 
cl^^ward J9)cmas> touchi^ig At Antig^a for the 
jfas^il, he tpok his p^SjG^e in )ier« j^ailed on the 
4}6th of Nov<^wber,^a^a^rived at l^^ain^o^th, 
'!Q^emher 22d, afte^ beijug ^bsfs^t frpm ^g- 
\md, rtwo years .and seven mpij^Us. 

POSTSCItlPT. 

;HAy^G tlv\s, aG^mpaniefl Mr.PMl^ through 
,fte;Y%irio^sinci4^ntsof h^s jq^rijej to A,frica; 
^^^ Mying jueen )iim r^t^rning .^afe to his 
';r%ativ.e /JpHpiry fy(^ thoi^e dangers, vv:hich, 
.llpdje;r,g^rpy|fl?ACp^ Wtbmg b^t)h|sp.i^ty, pru* 
^i^cp, ^e^id cpii^ra^e cpi^ld )iskye ^%bl^ bim 
to.^ii^jlipunt, thejjft^erjaiiU.ft^turaily yrisih to 
Mmw »%tl)^r ;hie JBenjt.J^ rfipaayf^der ^f his 
-!l%X8 ip Jmi^t j^^ J^fiW^j. W^ti^4 y^Atbtfee 
J?b W^^ Jfe^J^ft^ 3§j3jyie^, .^ h^pj^, ip. the 
-»J<MTO^ . 9f .d^jQ^VP feUwty : tocle^ .one 
oWJift t ^fttMOB^ly J»BWIf?.ili*t::tl^e;h%jalsbip8 
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and fatigues he bad undergone, in a cotmtrT 
ivhere his life had been so often endangered, 
us well by the climate as the savage manners 
of its inhabitants, wou|d have dissuaded him 
from paying it a second visit ; such consider- 
ations, however, though sufficient to deter an 
ordinary mind, could not repress his eager 
wish still farther to extend his discoveries. 
We shall, therefore, subjoin a very brief 
account of his second attempt to trace the 
course of theNiger, premising whatmust cause 
the liveliest regret to every reader, that he will 
not again enjoy the satisfaction of knowing: 
that Mr, Park returned to his fiiends and 
country, after a hazardous but successful* 
journey, since it was the will of Providence 
that he should fall a victim to the ignorance 
and the barbarity of the Africans. 

Mr. Park, as we have mentioned, returned 
to England in 1796 : — In January, 1805, hav- 
ing received the most liberal encouragement 
from the British Government, who generously 
settled a handsome provision on his wife and 
children, in case he should die before the 
service was completed, he embarked at Ports- 
mouth with his brother-in-law, Mr. Andersoii, 
a surgeon, Mr. Scott, a draughtsman, and a 
few artificers, having permission also to select 
at Goree, a certain number of soldiers of the 
African corps, who were encouraged by in- 
'•'cased pay, and other rewards^ to volunteer to 
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be his companions. On the 28th of March, he 
reached (xoree, and was there joined by thiriy- 
five soldiers^, capable of enduring fatigue, by 
Lieutenant Martyn of the artillery, and by 
two seamen, who were to assist in rigging and 
navigating the vessels, which Mr. Park intended 
to launch on the Niger. On the 4th of May, the 
party left Mr. Ainslie at Pisania, and on the 
nth, reached Medina, the capital of Wool! i ; 
li^re Mr. Park had an audience of the king, 
but found it very difficult to satisfy his avarice 
and rapacity. On the 12th, having arrived at 
Ba<Jy, the chiefs son came to him with twenty - 
hiixmen armed with muskets, and a great 
many people. He conducted himself in a very 
haughty manner> and rejected the present 
offered. Isaaco the guide^was then instructed 
. to inform him, that if he refused permission 
to the travellers to pass through his dominions, 
they would take another road ; it was accprcl- 
ingly settled, after much previous misconduct 
on tlie part of the chief, that they should pay 
106 bars. On the 25th, the party entered the 
village* of Tendy, and continuing their route 
across the ridge of a mountain, steep, but 
delightful, they descended into a charming - 
valley ; this is considered a favorite plac^ for 
hunting elephants, and their dung and the 
traces of their feet appeared in many places : 
at day-break next morning, they set forward 
over a rugged country, and about half past \i 
reacbe<l a creek. Here, having unloaded ihu 
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asses, some of Isaaco's people went in search 
of honey. They unluckily discovered a large 
swarm of bees, which being molested, issued 
out in immense numbers and attacked men and 
beasts with the greatest fury, making them 
scamper in every direction. In the confusion, 
a fire which they had lighted, spread and kin- 
died the bamboos, and the baggage was in dan- 
ger of being consumed. Wonderful as it may 
seem, the bees for half an hour were masters of 
the field, and had nearly defeated the expedi- 
tion. In the evening, when the animals were 
cpllected,many of themwere found ihuch stung, 
and swelled about the head, and six were iniss- ' 
ing, or died the same night, of their wounds. 

¥roxD. this period, to the 10th of June, the 
travellers suffered much interruption from the 
avarice of the different chiefs, tnrough whose 
territories they were obliged to piss ; thejr 
lost also one of their carpenters, who died of 
dysentery. They now arrived at Shrondo, 
pfter having been obliged to abandon several 
o( their asses. 

At this place, they were prevented from 
pitching thdr tents by a heavy tornado, which 
drenched them completely, and inundated the 
ground three inches deep. The effect of the 
tornado on the health of th6 soldiers was in- 
stantaneous ! Within three minutes after the 
commencement of the rain, matiy of the 
«o!dierswere affected with vomiting, others 



^ppeamd 9^ if iiUoxic^^^. Mr. Pa^> txnd nH 
the rest felt^s^xi Irresistible propieQ^ky to sleep, 
Mobile the stonp lasted : and os ^oqn as it had 
texn(iinated, notwithstanding pvery exertion to 
tbe contrary; fell asle^ep upon the wet ground. 
'* JChis/' as Mr. Park emphatically observes, 
" proved the begiiimiQg of sorowp.'' They 
Jiad now only proce^ed hftlf way on their 
journey, Ihe rainy season had begun, and 
next da^y ;t\y€ilv.e,ojf tjie soldiers wpre sick. 

The n^rr^tive now proceeds to relate tUein- 
c^e^ise of ^iob^s^ and deaths oinongst this men, 
>rhich ityrpuld be p^iAful to folloyv through all 
its details. — Qn the 1 5th, the party began to 
{^sQp^d asteep andrQcJk:y p^s in themountains 
of Tambaura — and on the 1 9th, Mr. Park wa^ 
ja,gyeeably surprised by the appearance of the 
pM schoolmaster whpm iiejhad fompuerlyseen M 
Kamalia, is^d who hearing of Mr. Park's arri- 
val in th.e ^neighbourhood, hftd travelled all 
l>\ght to mqeit him* Mr. Park induced this 
,worthy.ma^ ^to aceompi^ixy l^m to their next 
halting pl^ape^ ^Xid »t\\is departure made him 
ji hp^nd^me preset, adding to it an Arabic 
^*ew Te^tameo^t, with ,wiW^h h<j appeared to 
consider him^^lf enriohe^. 

On tl^.23d of June tbp party rieaumed their 
jftwrn^sy over a pla^e .^uj^rpunded with steep . 
roc^s, syod.eQQn reached the yillftgeof Gimhia. 
,17V;hen Mr, Pa^k,,wiho?v^5 ji .Uttlp,b.eWad, wr- 
jriv^p^, he ,\vft» >«|ii:pri9ed .to .8«e. ithe natives 
ciiatU^ig the AelUs, i^n^ Arming thi»m.seive» 
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with their bows, ^nd the whole village iit a 
state of tumult. The inhabitants had learnt 
thrtt the white men were very sickly, and un- 
able to protect themselves, or defend their 
unbounded wealth. — Under pretence, there- 
fore, of the Booty's permission not having 
been obtained, they endeavoured to stop the 
caravan. Mr. P^.rk, therefore, seeing liow 
necessary it was to be resolute, went up to the 
Dooty, and asked him if. he had the folly to 
think his people could contend with the Eu- 
ropeans ; ana said, that if he wished to bring 
the matter to the test of experiment, he had 
only ^o go up and order them to remove the 
loads. The Dooty, and his men- seemed now 
to be satisfied that the risk was too great. 
He therefore requested Mr. Park to order his 
party to proceed ; and Mr. Park, thinking it 
best to part v« th him on good terms, pre- 
sented him with four bars of amber. 

The soldiers now began to drop off one by 
one. On the 2d of July two were attacked 
with fever ; and Roger M'Millan became so 
delirious,' that not having the means of bring- 
ing him on> and the least delay threatening 
them with the worst consequences, they were 
obliged to leave him behind. Mr. Park 
deeply lamented the necessity, as this man - 
had grown grey in the service of his country^ 
He had been times but of number, says the 
narrative, corporal and serjeant in his rcgi- 
<Bent,.but a« irresistible propensij^y fbrdrmk 
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bad as often reduced him to the condition of 
a private ; and'thus intoxication not only kept 
tiim low in the world, but also rendered him 
leas able to support the fatigues of the journey . 
The 4th of July was occupied in transport- 
ing the baggage and party across a river, but 
there being only one canoe, it proved a very 
tedious business. As the guide, Isaaco, was 
crossing over, a crocodile rose beside him, 
and instantly seizing him by the left thigh, 
drew him under water. Witn admirable pre- 
sence of mind, he felt for the head of the 
animal, and pushed his finger into its eye. 
It immediately quitted him, and he endea- 
voured to gain the opposite bank, at the same 
time calling out for a knife. The crocodile 
soon renewed the attack, and seizing him by 
the other thigh, a second time drew him 
under water. Isaaco resorted to his former 
expedient, and pushed his fingers into its 
eyes with such force, that it again left him : 
a^d when it appeared on the surface it flounced 
about as if stupified, and then swam down the 
middle of thestream. Isaaco, bleeding much, 
proceeded to the other side ; and when Mr. 
Park went over in the canoe, he found him 
greatly torn. The wound on his left thigh 
was not less than four inches long — that on 
the right was something smaller, but very 
deep, and there appeared several marks of 
single teeth on his back. This accident was 
doubly unfortunate, since every delay brough* 
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the parly under the iiiflnence of the rainy 
season : as Isoaco, however, was the only 
person on wliom ^r. Park couM rely, he was 
obliged to remain three days where he was, 
^nd in the meantime sent mrward to Serra- 
corra for a supply of rice. 

The difficulties of Mr. Park's journey were 
much increased by the thieving disposition of 
the natives ; they made free with every thing 
^ they could lay their hands on, and at last be- 
came so aiidacious, that orders were given to 
the soldiers to shoot the first person that at- 
tempted to rob the baggage. — Oh one occa- 
sion, Mr. Park ami Mr. Anderson were pro- 
ceeding together, when they were overtaken 
by two persons — one of whom hurried on,while 
t^^ other lingered behind. Mr. Park suspecting 
their intentions, deisired Mr. Anderson to look 
after the one, while he followed the other. At 
a ftim of the road, the latter, sheltered by some 
bushes, stole a gf eat coat whrtch lay upon a load, 
Unlnckily ibr him, Mr. Park got a glimpse of 
hitxi OS he made off, but not being able to over- 
take him, wa^ obliged to fire, by which the 
unfortunate wretch had his leg broken, and 
warn forced to restore the cloak he had stolen. 
Onthfe S3d, Mr. Park h^dtm interview with 
Seremimmo, the king of B^m^t, aild \^tt9 
obl^ed toipresent him wirih goods to the amdtmt 
of one famxidTed and seventeen bars, and his 
son and attendants with tfnicl#^s to tiie Aijloutit 
"^ about forty more. On thi« occsWiteh, his 
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diajestv asked, whether Mr. Park was the white 
man who had once before travelled through the 
country, and w hat was his motive for returning ? 
Mr. Park replied, that it was not his object to 
procure slaves or gold, nor t6 deprive any iflati 
of his livelihood or money, and that he had 
not in view the acquisition, but the diffusion 
of riches. On the'25th, our traveller purchased 
two asses, and while he remained at this pUce, 
obtained a plentiful supply of milk, but his 
party remained very sickly. One of them had 
been left under the shade of a tree, a small 
way from the tents, in the evening, and was 
very near being devoured by wolves ; \Vhen he 
awakened, they were close at his feet, and set 
up such a dismal howl, that notwithstanding 
his illness, he ran to the tents, bejbre the sentry 
could reach him. One of the men dl^d that 
evening, and a second they Were obligefd to 
leave behind with the Dck)ty of the vitlwge. 
* On the 27th, foot mor6 lay down, declaring 
their utter inability to proceed ; these, like- 
wise, were left in charge witji the same person, 
with directions that If any of ^em recovered-, 
they should be careftilly forwarded to Bainb^s- 
koo, a&dthe person accompanying tlrem,woald 
be rewastied with a piece of Bast India \Arxe 
<*loth, or ten bars of scarlet, at his option : Mr. 
Parkliiildspelf was also ill, but no sooner had be 
reached an eminence fr6ih whibhtnere to be fiten 
9bme disttott motintaifiB on tb« binks of the 
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Niger, than lie forgot his sickness, arid thought 
of nothing but gaining their blue sumoiita. 

On the 3d of August, the rain continuing 
with violence,oneof the soldiers ftt]lbehtnd,and 
four more were too ill to be able to drive their 
asses : Mr. Scott also being very sick, was 
mounted on Mr. Park's horse, while Mr. Park 
was obliged to drive an ass. Indeed 9,11 the 
ipen were so much exhausted, that when th« 
loads dropped off, they had not suf&cient 
strength to replace thenb 

On the marning of the 6th of August, two' 
soldiers dropped behind, and a seaman became 
unable to proceed. On the 9th, Michael May, 
a soldier^ died, through Excessive fatigue, ^lui 
was buried. Next morning, they set forwards 
for Bambarra, and proceeded with considerable 
speed till four o'clock in the afternoon : soon 
after, near a stream, Mr. Park came up with 
several soldiers sitting, and found Mr. Ander- 
son lying beside a bush, to all appearance 
dying ; Mr. Park carried him over on bis back, 
the water reaching up to his middle. On this 
occasion he was obliged to use the greatest 
exertions, and suffered much from fatigue, 
having crossed the stream sixteen times, 
taking over the ass he drove*, his horse, bag- 
eage, &c. Mr. Anderson was so very ill, that 
fie could neither walkiior sit upright, but Mr. 
Scott wi^s a great deal better. 

On the 12th of August, they set forward, 
Mr. Park leading Mr. Anderson's horse bv the 
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bridle. Afterth^hadadraneedacoiiBidei'ftble 
w^ay, they heatd; ad thefari^ft, a noidli vierjf 
moch resembling thei)at^i]if of a; lai^^rinasti^ 
but termitidting in a faiss; likethiit of a' cat 
Ml*. Parit conc^tinglt to be some large lubnw 
"ke^; Wiis rei&arkiiirg^ Mr. Andcrsari, " what* 
a bouncing fdlow herift«(tbe/* wbe^ another 
bark succeeded, and sooiii afbi' a thirds stiH' 
nearen foliowed by a gnywi. Mr;Parkndw stw- 
pected an attack from some ferocious aniiivajl») 
although he yet saw BKme. Before' they h^* 
advanced an hundred yards, conking to an fkffjm 
space among the bushes; IVIr. Piurk wiis gret^* 
astonished to see three li^ns proceeding to- 
wUrdi^ them. They were not red, likje* the lion ^ 
he saw formerly in Bambarra^ but of a dusky' 
colour like an ass. They were very large, and 
come leaping over the lonspgrlss; not in a line, 
but all abreast. Mr. Park was detertx^ed to 
aMack them ata distance, lest his piece sbotild 
mSss Ire, in which case, they would all be 
devoured* He therefore quitted the bridle, and* 
advanced to meet them. As soon as they were 
within a distant'shol, he fired at the one in the 
middle; Thesttotdid notapparently hit him, 
bttttbey stopped, looked at each othep> and- 
bounding off a few pacicT», one of them halted, 
and looked at Mr; Prtrk. He wa^ Uk) much 
engaged Inrci loading to watch their motions, 
btit wsl8\cry glddto see thelast of theira re- 
titiiig slowly^among>thc btrshes. Abouta mile 
fttthcT' 0*^' llwy: agadh' hcsird a- b^^k^attd'a 
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growls very hear them, among the bushes. Mr. 
Park, therefore, fearing that the lions m^ant to 
follow them till dark> when they might be able 
to attack them unprepared, whistled as loud 
as he could with Mr. Anderson's call, and 
they neither saw nor heard them afterwards. 

From this to the 15th, severdl more of the 
men dropped behind, and one died. Oi;i that 
day, Mr. Anderson was carried forward in a 
cipak, slung like a hammock below a stick, the 

, ends of which rested uponmenfs heads. To- 
wards night, they reached Doombilia, a dis- 
tance of about 17 miles. Here Mr. Park had 
the inexpressible pleasure of meeting his for- 
mer friend, Karfa Taura. This worthy man, 
having learned that a person named ParkV 
who. understood the Mandingo language, was 
leading a party of whites througt the country, 
resolved to see his friend. He accordingly un- 
dertook a journey of six days to Bambakoo, 
and not finding Mr. Park there, he came on. 
He likewise brought three slaves, to aid Mr. 
Park in gettuiig ibrwar^. Mr. Scott having 
fallen beliind, a man^retumed with a horse for 
l>im, nearly as far as Koomikoomi, bujt camie 
back without aDy information regarding him. 
He never joined afterwards. 

On the 19th, the party began to climb the 
mountains south ofToniba, and coming to the 
brow oi ihe ridge which divides the Niger from 

t he Senegal^ Mr. Park once more beheld the 
JNiger roIUng its mighty waters through the 
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plain ; his pleasure was, indeed, checked by 
the reflection, that three-fourths of the soldiers 
had perished, and that he had lost all his 
carpenters except one. Yet it was some satis- 
faction to thint, that he had demonstrated 
the practicability of conducting a party of Eu- 
ropeans, with a greatquantity of baggage, for 
more than five hundred miles, without giving 
offence to the natives, or having been seriously 
molested by them. 

Between Toniba and Bambakoo, they lost 
three men, which reduced the party from thirty 
four soldiers and four carpenters, to six sol- 
diers and one carpenter. On the 20th, the 
wolves tore out the bowels of a Uullock close to 
the hut. On the 22d, having procured a ca- 
noe, Mr. Park and Mr. Anderson embarked 
with the baggaee on the Niger, while Lieut. 
Martyn went down with the men by land. 
The river was then about one mile broad, and 
the current carried them forward af the rate 
of about five miles per hour. On the 23d, 
they landed at'Maraboo, and were joined by 
Lieut Maptjrn> and the rest of his party, ex- 
cept two who came up next day. 

Being now arrived in the territories of Man - 
song, Mr. Park dispatched his guide Isliaco, 
with the chief part of the presents he intended 
for the king, and instructed him to inform the 
prince's minister, Modibinne:, that the remain- 
ing articles would be sent as soon as an assu- 
rance of Mansong's friendship was received, 
K 2 
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Tr>tW«,gr^t Sfttisfactipn, the gifu, were re- 
i^ircfi rer jj gj^aciourfy,. fpr on the 8th,3oqlf *ri, 
the klog> iSingJng-jman, arrived with six ca- 
noes to .cpnvey.^he ti^veUefs to Sego. On their 
)iyfty,tK(By w^ire.j|nct.by«Moiibinne ;aiid some 
others, who were sent to inquire into the ob- 
jcct pf Mr. Jirts visit : they brought a white 
bvi\^^» .^,a present .from ^heking, and a 
ma^k of his favour, which. w?is very fat. 

On the 24th, two more soldiers died. On 
|he 96ik, >Io<Hbii\ije .brought n favourable 
liji^wer ifpanJytansong, offering to protect Mr. 
Eark;t?ll he should arrive at Tombuctao, ^nd 
gt^^nti9gJpie^m^8iontQl?^^ld his1^K>at« at ^^go, 
prSio^^aading* the tatter ofwliich pWea^was 
fixed op by Mr-tarti afe best adapted for the 
purpose. 

Sauaaiiding, where Mr. PurkHQW established 
himsetr, coulaim about tie ven th^us^d inha- 
bitants^ 'The only public buildings in it a^e 
two mosques, which altlioit^h constmcted of 
mud, are not devotrl of elegance. I^ifferent 
articles a^e sold in a large squ^e, qn^^talls, 
pro^te(;l,ed >^ iLh n^ats from the mn. Thjs place 
is full of people from* Ji^opiiW tijl night, ^r. 
Park ol^>seryed one witK ^q4pl\i^,.%iid a second 
withcopp^?and8ilver|ing;s, sfpdJbrac^lets. In 
^e shops frqnting the iQarket-p^a^e, n?i^y he 
had«car}et> .wnber, «ilk from JWorpcco, and 
LeyflL^t ^bacco. Tn a C9rner of ithe .8<^uare>« 
the 9alt jpaarket iChe conunon price p'l,a.sl%h 
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of «alt is eight thousand kowries. A large 
butcher's stall, or shed, occupies the centre, 
and fat meat may be purchased every day, 
equal to any in England. In the beer-market, 
-which was held a little' way off, beside two 
large tree8,from eighty to ahundred calabashes 
of beer, -each containing not less than two gal- 
lons, are deposited for sale. At a little distance 
is the place where red and yellow leather is sold . 

Mr, Park had been obliged to wait longer for 
the canoes promised by ^^ansone, than he had 
foreseen. In the meantime, he thought it 
Expedient to procure an additional supply of 
ready money. He therefore opened shop in 
style, displaying a great variety of European 
goods, to be disposed of either in wholesale, 
or by retail. His run was immense, the receipts 
of one day amounting to 25,756 kowries, 
which seeins to have excited the envy of his 
brother merchants, as they endeavoured, but 
in vain, to prevail upon Mansong, either to 
put him and his party to death, or to banish 
them from the country. 

Modlbinne had learned from Isaaco, that 
two large canoes would be the most accept- 
able present that Mr. Park could receive, and 
acconlingly after some delay, twp canoes were 
sent to him, out of which he contrived to make 
one good boat, forty feet long, by six broad; 
and which, beingj^flat bottomed, drew about 
one foot of water. On this vessel Mr. Park 
bestowed the name of His Majesty's Schooner 
k3 ■ --—<>- 
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JpUba, (the A^icfn nap^ of the Njger> op. 
whifdi he.w^ About to embark*) On j^e 
^fh he Qiet with a severe , affliction in tke 
death of his fp^i^d Mr..AndersQn,;Who had 
ieea ill £9ar inonths. ^is eyent Ten4er^d 
him a aecomd time a^lonelv and friendless 
stranger,^ amidst the wilds of Africa^ On the 
same day I^aaco arriyed from Manspng, who 
intimated that it woiMd be prudent for the 
travellers to depart before the Moors under- 
^tpod of their ^co^iing. 

Mr. Park*. t);ierefore, having provided what* 
crer was thp^ight pec^^ary,^ prepar^ for his 
^pedition. Frevious to setting ont, he wrote 
a letter to Sir Josq>h Banks^Tfnun w,bich it 
appeafs to have been ^ intention, to keep 
ihe middle o^ the jri¥er9:and,io jpi^ake the hf^t 
i^se he could of w^n^s and cprrenU, till he 
i^hed the. termination of. tb,i8 mysterious 
^eam. His r^^lu|^,^he says, in ^ another 
letter, . wak fixed to discover the term^ni^pn of 
the Nu^er, or to perish in the att^jo^pt; l^s 
letter also to Mrs. rark, wxitvt^ afewn^im^es 
^^re his emV^katiqn, is an interestiuEipiDoof 
of the affectipn t^e.i^pteri^edfpr hi& ^miy* 
i|Qd of. the courage. >04<^h alwj^s s^ppoffed 
hi|n« ev€^ when.^bp)Dit..to face d^J^^.f^l 
grater, ^jm. a^y. he h^ hitherto .U94erg9»e. 

" SuimdiBg; 19tli Nov. ia05. 
" ^{Je^9i9/^^mt^^ : the. b,eart . to yif^UjiMj 



Your Ijrother Alexander, VjBoy 4^^rf^iM^> i« 
«o more. ,He 4iedof the IJever^at S/w^s^ifling, 
on f^e mornii^g of the twenty- eigtjth of. Qcto- 
,l)er ; ,fpr particulars I ni]i^st.Veirer you-to jour 

^*\\ am afr^aid that, impre«,^ed Aviih a ^cmiE^n's 
.fe,ar8. ami }]ijeV^D^ie4^ 9^ -'*;^^^*^» J^**i?P%y; h^ 
led to consider my situation as a grjeat deal 
,woKse<than it;]c^Uy is. Jt is true tjiat my 
cf^ar frien4s,,]ytrrABd^fl)0nW4 Scott, 

Jjave bifi rftdieu ^to. jlh[e-]tq^gs. of thisjvorld ; 
^^fA the. greater part ipf tl^e^^ojyiiersl^^^ 
on the march <lu ring ihe rainy season \ but 
you may believe me, I am in good lieivlih. 
The rains are completely oyer, and the healthy 
,i^fijpn has C9mmencedj so that there is no 
danger of sickneBS ; ^ndlhaYe still a >ufh- 
ivmx force to protect me from an^ insult in 
^ filing down the, river to the spa, 

" We baye already embarked all our thiijgfi^ 
a^id fihatt Bail the pioment I have finij^hed this 
letter. I do not intend to st^p or land any 
where till we rearh the coast \ ^hioh, I sup- 
pose, will he some time in the eruiot January. 
We shail then (?mbark in the first vessel for 
Elngland. if we "have to go round by the 
^Ve&t Is^iee, the voyage will occupy three 
months longer J 40 th^t,we^?tpect to be in 
England on the I pi of May* The reason pf 
a.^' djei^y.s^e.^e |^ft the c^st^ .if.as* tfee 
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rainy seaBon, which* came on ws during iht 
journey ; and almost all the soldiers became 
affected with the fever. 

"I think it not unlikely but I shall be in 
England before you receive this. You may 
be sure that I feel happy at turning my face 
towards home. We, this momijig, have done 
with all intercourse with the natives ; and the 
sails are now hoisting for our departure for 
the coast.'' 

Having delivered these letters along with 
his journal to lsaaco> who was to convey them 
to Gambia, for transmission to England,, he 
embarked on board the Joliba, on the same 
day, accompanied by Lieutenant Majrtyn and 
three soldiers, one of whom was deranged ; 
and here closes the account of his journey as 
•written by himself. To the present hour no 
certain information of his subsequent proceed- 
ings, or untimely fate, has reached Eiltope, 
though from the period which has since 
elapsed, there is too much reason for believ- 
ing that, together with his four companions, 
he fell a victim to the fierce hostility of the 
barbarians through whose* country he was 
obliged to pass, in January, 1810, no ii^telii- 
gence of Mr. Park reaching ihe British settle- 
ments on the Gambia, and strong apprehen- 
sions being entertained that he had perished, 
Governor Maxwell engaged Isaaco to under- 
take a journey to ascertam the truth. Isaaco 
'etumcd in Sept. 1811, with an aosount, of 
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Tvhicli the fpllowing is a brief sumnwy, and 
though it is not easy to admit all the parts of 
the narrative as true, there appears too much 
ground for believing the principal fact, name- 
ly, the death of Mr. Park. Isaaco states, that 
on arriving at Sapsanding, he met with a 
person named Amadi Fatouma, who liad 
sailed with Mr. Pai^k as his guide. This 
person related,' that having conducted Mr. 
Park, and his four companions, down the 
Niger> as fiir as Haoussa, he left him and 
>vent atshore. TJie next morning he pro- 
ceeded to pay his respects to tne king of the 
country, hoi at all expecting an unkind 
reception from him. Qn entering the house, 
he found two men^ who <?ame on hor^eb^ck, 
and were i^i^iil by the cliit fofYaour. They 
said to the king, that although thf^ white man 
had several articles of value with him, he had 
given no presents to their chief; and addiijg 
several other complaints of the like nature, at 
last. persuaded the king to fiend an.army-to.fi 
village called Boussajljy the river side. There 
is before this village, u rock across the whole 
br^adtii of the river. One purt of the, rock 
|s very high ; there is a large opening in this 
roifk, in the form of a door, which is the. only 
pa^^age for the water to pass tbrongh : jmd 
the tide current here h very stroijg. Their 
arrpy went and took poesessiun ofThe top of 
{his openinK^. Mr, Park came there,after the 
ariny hacl posted itf clfj, unglJjiJi^y^rthelGss 
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attempted M> pass. The people began to at- 
tack him, throwing lances, pikes, arrows and 
stones. Mr. Park defended himself for a long 
time ; two of his slaves at the stern of the 
canoe were killed : they threw every thing 
they had in the canoe into the river, and kept 
firing : but being overpowered by numbers, 
and fatigue, and unable to keep up the canoe 
against the current, and seeing no probability 
of escaping, Mr. Park took hold of one of the 
white men, and jumped into the Water.. Mar- 
tyn did the same, and they w^re drowned in 
the stream in attempting to escape. 

Whether this accotint of Isaaco be true 
or false, we have little reason, as already 
mentioned, from the length of time which has 
since elapsed, to doubtof Mr. Park's death ; 
were he still alive, he must either have pro- 
ceeded on his voyage, or be detained in the 
interior. In the former case, he would most 
likely have reached some place from w hich he 
might easily gain an European settlement, or 
supposing the latter, he would before now have 
found m6ans to conviey infbrmation of his 
situation* We therefore are forced to the me^ 
lancholy conclusion, that this amiable and 
disrtinguiished traveller at last sunk under the 
difliculties which beset him. He had borne 
the severest sufferings with patience and even 
cheerfulness, and no doubt this very disposi- 
tion supported him for a long time ,under all 
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hUnrir^B. JAl lib attions tvere perfiiirmtii 
with a'modedf but persevering comtigt^ ; and 
had it been thd will o(' Providence to coffditt 
him in safety to the end,' of his journey, lie 
would have justly ranked atnongHt the bene- 
factors ofmankind. As iivr^i^, he commiini- 
cated several important facts with lespeet to 
this portion of the world, and h^ affbillt'd to 
future trav^lersf an exanfple woi-^by of imit*- 
tion. The reader, alsb, \fi\\, it is' hoped, 
draw from the narrative this itifitnictive' les- 
son, that even in the midst of the greafkt 
danglsrs, we should not yield to desp&tr; dnce 
exertion may' extriciVte us- whare induf^'ii^e 
and inactivity will not fail to cause our rutti ; 
and that even when appaiipnlly div^es ted' of 
every ground for hope* a trust in ProVidMee 
will animate U9 to fresh effort^ ; and, whether 
we are destined to sttcfseUd of^nd^ j^Vef^uk 
resignation, cheerfhlne^; attd^diir 
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